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WE LOOK FORWARD TO SPEAKING WITH YOU

The fall calling season is the first chance for many of us to speak with alumni.
We can tell you about life and learning at Colby today as we check your contact and
professional information and ask you to support the College.
The Colby Fund provides direct support for current students, including academics, student life, and athletics.
It also provides funding for scholarships, faculty support, and facilities improvements. If you have already made a
gift during the 2008-09 fiscal year, thank you. If you have not had the opportunity to make a gift this year,
we hope you will take a minute to speak with one of our students and consider doing so.

Every Gift Counts
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Is Home Where the Heart Is?
I want to congratulate Colby on a job
well done in highlighting the College’s
international students’ complicated
understanding of home and what it means
(“Finding Home,” summer 2008 Colby). It
is something that we Colby international
students discuss all the time when we get
together. Whether to go home or not? To
stay or not? Where can you best maximize
your potential?
I graduated in 2005 with a double
degree in biochemistry and religious
studies and decided to pursue an academic
career in the study of religion (instead of
my initial interest, medicine) at Harvard
Divinity School. I was also a Davis Scholar
(Mahindra United World College ’01).
As a Malaysian who has spent time
traversing three different continents, the
concept of home still confuses me. Is it a
place (or space) where your family is? Or
is “home” where you are most comfortable
intellectually? I have been torn with
these questions ever since leaving Colby
and deciding to attend Harvard Divinity
School. I am currently working at a private
high school in Boston where I teach and
administer social justice education and
programs. I continue to define home as a
place where I can best maximize my own
potential, but this is incomplete because it
would leave out my family members who
are still in Malaysia.
Thank you once again for highlighting
this issue to our Colby community.
Rodney Yeoh ’05
Brookline, Mass.

Stereotypes of Male Sexuality
Alice Domar was a terrific student in
one of my classes many years ago and
I’m not surprised that she’s a principled
and caring person doing valuable work in
the field of women’s health and sexuality.
In the course of the magazine article
(“Don’t Worry; Be Happy,” summer 2008
Colby), though, Alice made an offhand
remark (“men don’t worry about sex;
they just want it”) that I found glib and
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potentially damaging in its stereotypical
portrayal of male sexuality. Granted that
in our patriarchal culture men use sex
as an expression of power much more
often than women do, but men I know,
young and old, have many anxieties about
sexuality; they worry about—among other
things—their adequacy, their capacity to
please and to bear a child; they wrestle with
obsessiveness, feelings of disassociation,
the effects of aging, and the loss of desire
during depression.
My hope is that Alice’s remark, if quoted
accurately, represented a momentary slip.
I hope she’d acknowledge that in a culture
where sex is commodified, both titillating
and taboo, both excessively public and
private, everybody suffers (though not in
equal doses). And that human sexuality,
in any case, is a labyrinthian tangle of
pleasure and worry, ecstasy and danger,
connection and damage. And the wide
brush she used to paint male sexuality is
both indiscriminate and insensitive.
Ira Sadoff (English)
Hallowell, Maine

Bob Gillespie Is Sorely Missed
I was deeply saddened by seeing Bob
Gillespie’s name in the obituaries of the
summer 2008 Colby magazine. Since the
late 1980s, Bob had been both a supporter
and encourager of my poetry, and he was
kind enough to pay attention in Colby to
my books and chapbooks. Too, I shall
miss his articulate and sensible writings
on whatever topics in Colby he was dealing
with at the time.
Ron Moran ’58
Simpsonville, South Carolina

Richner Struck the Right Note
For nearly five decades, Colby’s special
summer programs included an institute
of church music. Thousands of organists
and choir directors came to polish their
skills and refresh their spirits on Colby’s
beautiful campus.
Thomas B. Richner, who cofounded

the institute in 1955, died in mid-July in
Worcester, Massachusetts, at the age of
96. Richner had an international career
as a pianist and concert organist. He was
a professor at Rutgers University and a
recognized authority on Mozart’s piano
music. (The other cofounder was Professor
Everett Strong of Colby’s Department of
Modern Languages.)
Tom Richner was affable and generous,
with a lively sense of humor. He brought
famous organists such as Robert Glasgow
and Wilma Jensen to teach at the institute,
yet he upheld the original purpose—to
encourage musicians from small churches.
Richner himself taught at Colby for 42
consecutive summers. He also found time
and energy to hold positions as a church
organist. Richner’s boundless energy sprang
from the fact that he was more interested
in giving than in getting. This is a mind-set
he shared with countless other benefactors
of Colby.
William W. Saunders
Boston, Mass.

Domar’s Lessons Resonate
[Regarding Alice Domar ’80 and her
new book, Be Happy Without Being Perfect],
(Don’t Worry, Be Happy,” summer 2008
Colby), I agree that healing the generations
is important. My children are grown, but I
hope that by modeling more self-care and
self-acceptance, children will see pathways
out of the dysfunctional patterns that
impede them.
Ann R. Stillwater ’81
Harrisburg, Penn.

Dad Comes Clean
Regarding “Money in Laundering,”
(summer 2008 Colby), students; I told my
son, Bryan Solar ’07, it was a bad idea:
distracting, liability, etc.
Bryan: You were right.
Parent: I was wrong.
J. Michael Solar P’07
Piney Point, Tex.

Letters Welcome
Colby welcomes your letters. Send them to Gerry Boyle, editor; Colby magazine;
Office of Communications; 4350 Mayflower Hill; Waterville, ME 04901, or by
e-mail to mag@colby.edu. Length should be limited to 300 words. Colby reserves the
right to edit letters for length and clarity.

Finals Were a Wash
Lazy Mule [Laundry] was a life saver!!!
Can’t imagine finals without it.
Thanks Guys!
Chloe Warren ’08
New York, N.Y.

History is Humbling
The next time Colby boasts of some
accomplishment or the nation extols some
achievement I shall think of the recent visit
my wife, Joy, and I paid to Venice, Rome,
and Istanbul, formerly Constantinople.
In their day, so many centuries ago, they
were great powers. The Doge’s Palace,
the Roman Forum, Topkapi Palace—these
were places where great decisions which
shook the Western world were made.
The Doge’s Palace and Topkapi Palace
today are crowded tourist attractions. The
Roman Forum is a ruin. Most tourists visit
these sights unaware of what glories and
power were once the Venetian Republic,
the Roman Empire, and the Eastern

Roman and later Byzantine and Ottoman
empires. Who today knows of Roman
emperors Anotnious Pius and Commudus
or Ottoman Sultans Mustafa II and Ahmen
I, the Bill Clintons and the George Bushes
and the Tony Blairs and the Vladimir
Putins of their day?
Many lessons can be drawn from
visiting these places but the one I draw in
particular is best expressed by Ecclesiastes:
“Vanity of vanity, all is vanity.” In every
age people like to think that they are the
best, that their achievements rank first,
that their dreams are unique and special,
that the world is their oyster. The next
time you hear a boast, think of what once
transpired in these ancient places and how
so little remains.
I am not suggesting that we not strive
to do our best, to try to fulfill our dreams,
to excel lest what we do will be forgotten.
I am not suggesting that we not support
our political system even though in
two thousand years Washington, D.C.,
may be little more than a quarry with

only the foundations of the Washington
Monument, the Lincoln Memorial, the
Jefferson Memorial, the Capitol, the
White House remaining.
Who knows what will remain of our
world in the far beyond. What author?
What poet? What composer? What
general? What scientists? What business
tycoon? What president of the United
States? What achievement?
Each age is self-important, believing
itself to be the embodiment of all virtue
and good. In the end, think of Venice,
Rome, and Constantinople and step back
from our pursuits that we may realize and
appreciate what is truly important and
lasting. Not fame. Not power. Not glory.
Not this national success or that Colby
achievement. Rather, it is our humanity,
our sense of proportion, our decency, our
commitment to values far removed from
the office, factory, and battlefield.
Consider that societies then also had
their national achievements and their
Colby colleges and their armies and their
commerce and their other daily activities.
Be confident that if we moderate our egos
and our intentions and plans we may last
longer than some of the great empires and
states of the past who overwhelmed with
their own importance fell victim to outsized
ambition. In the process we may lead
happier and more fulfilling lives.
Dr. Stephen Schoeman ’64
Westfield, New Jersey

CONTRIBUTORS
SUSAN STERLING
(“Breaking Through,” P.
26) is a freelance writer
who has taught English
and creative writing at
Colby. Her essays and
stories have appeared in
literary journals and in The New York Times,
The Christian Science Monitor, and The
Best American Sports Writing. She recently
contributed to A Healing Touch: True Stories
of Life, Death, and Hospice edited by Pulitzer
Prize-winning author, and former Colby
professor, Richard Russo.

DAVID TREADWELL (“The
Gender Gap,” P. 14) is a
freelance writer who lives in
Brunswick. He specializes
in writing admissions and
fundraising materials for
select colleges, and he
has had articles published in the alumni
magazines of Bowdoin and Connecticut
colleges and Brown University.

TENZIN DAWOE TSEWANG
’07 (“Tibet’s Sadness,” P.
72) was born and raised in
the Tibetan settlements in
South India but moved with
her family to Santa Fe, New
Mexico,4 in 1996. After
receiving a B.A. in biology, she moved back to
New Mexico, where she currently works at an
immunogenetics lab at the University of New
Mexico School of Medicine.
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from the editor
The contrast could not have been more stark. The view from Afsan
Chowdhury’s office in the Diamond Building—vivid blue sky, flickers of
early fall foliage, the immaculate lawn leading to Miller Library—and
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the Oak Fellow’s firsthand description of environmental devastation

Staff
Gerry Boyle ’78
managing editor

in Bangladesh.
Chowdhury is a journalist and an activist. He also is witness to the
clear and present danger of climate change: flooded farmland and
hundreds of thousands of refugees in the overwhelmed city of Dhaka.
Mayflower Hill, Chowdhury said, offers what millions of people can only dream of: peace and
security in a place where nature is not an enemy and life isn’t an endless struggle. Having seen
a place like Colby, he said, he can understand why people in the West may see dire reports from
the front lines of climate change as unreal or exaggerated, why they may see Chowdhury as

Brian Speer
art direction and design
Robert P. Hernandez
design and illustration
Stephen Collins ’74
college editor
Ruth Jacobs
news editor

Chicken Little.
They aren’t. He isn’t.
You can read more about this remarkable and courageous fellow in the news section of this
issue. I introduce you to him here as well for a couple of reasons.
One, the situation is dire, and Chowdhury is imploring the West to act now. For too many
people in places like Bangladesh, it’s too late.
And two, to suggest that there are people for whom these issues are not something turned off
with the television.
I had the honor of speaking with Chowdhury, whose career has been spent challenging
government officials who trample the rights of the less powerful. And in the course of writing
about him, I met another equally inspiring activist whose office is right down the hall.
Janette Bulkan is the Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in International Environmental Human Rights
at Colby. It’s a mouthful of a title, but it doesn’t do Bulkan or her work justice.
Bulkan is from Guyana and is a noted international researcher on documentation and control
of illegal logging and state corruption. The two go hand in hand in many parts of the world
because there is a fortune to be made in the exploitation of the world’s forests. And where there
is big money, there are people who will do anything to get their piece of the action. And then
there are a few people like Bulkan, soft-spoken but with a steely resolve. She, like Chowdhury,
refuses to look the other way.
It’s not surprising that both activists are persona non grata in certain halls of power in their
home countries.
But they are more than welcome at Colby, where they’ve been teaching students—and a
magazine editor—about pressing environmental issues that may be out of sight on Mayflower Hill,
but shouldn’t be out of mind. Google them. Their work is important. Their quiet courage is inspiring.
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colbynews

When Oak Fellow Afsan Chowdhury first arrived on
the Colby campus, he was struck by the manicured lawns,
immaculate brick buildings, the gentle summer breezes.
“And the lack of difficulties in all aspects,” he said.
For Chowdhury, a journalist and activist from Bangladesh,
it was a moment of culture shock. “Because there is nothing
wrong in this place,” he said. “And I come from a world where
almost everything is wrong.”
For Chowdhury, who is on campus for a semester to alert
the Colby community, and the West, to the very dangerous,
very present effects of climate change, the contrast was
illuminating. “There are people who find it very difficult to
relate to the world where the difficulties are so enormous,”
he said. “For the West, climate change is a matter of lifestyle:
reduce consumption, recycle. But for the East, it is about
life, literally, physical life. Climate change is not waiting
to happen,” he said. “In the south, in the countries like
Bangladesh, climate change has already happened.”
Chowdhury first reported on the then-looming crisis 20
years ago in his home country. In the years since he has seen
Bangladesh ravaged by rising waters, flooding of the Ganges
Delta, disrupted growing seasons, resulting food shortages,
displacement of more than 30 million people.
In low-lying countries like his, where poverty has long been
endemic and people have lived under the threat of cyclones
and monsoons, the changing climate has made a difficult
situation worse.

PHOTO BY LING ZHU ’09

The Front Line of Climate Change

Oak Human Rights Fellow Afsan Chowdhury

“Everything is in a state of flux in those economically and
environmentally challenged worlds,” Chowdhury said, “where
the rivers are taking away homes, where drought has taken
away crops, and floods have destroyed harvests, and all of this
has depressed people economically, medically, socially, and in
every other way.
“How does one bring these two worlds closer? Because it’s
not like the West doesn’t know. But the West needs to relate.
That is different from just knowing. I think that is the biggest
challenge today.” —Gerry Boyle ’78

To read more about how climate change is affecting people in Bangladesh go to www.colby.edu/mag, keyword bangladesh.

Multimedia Mules
Multimedia is the new coin of the online
realm, and Colby now has a central repository
for audio and video Web content. The Colby
Multimedia Directory provides various ways
to sort and search video and audio content
on www.colby.edu and www.insideColby.com.
Check out everything from Goldfarb Center
lectures to a video of President William D.
Adams’s State of the College talk.
Go to www.colby.edu/news_events/multimedia

Apuzzo On Top
On Oct. 10 on his Web site, The Page, Time
magazine political analyst Mark Halperin listed
the five most important people not running for
president. Number two was President Bush.
Number one? The Associated Press’s Matt Apuzzo
’00, former editor of the Colby Echo, now an AP
national legal affairs correspondent. Apuzzo was
in Alaska in October covering the Sarah Palin
“Troopergate” story.
COLBY / FALL 2008 5
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Anne Hull, a national reporter for The
Washington Post, has won awards for her
closely observed narratives of people living
on the margins of society in America. When
she won the 2008 Elijah Parish Lovejoy
Award, Sept. 28, she treated her audience to
an intimate look at her own craft—how she
blended in with soldiers’ families to research
the Pulitzer Prize-winning “Walter Reed
and Beyond” series, how important it was
to ride buses from the Mexican highlands
to North Carolina to understand the
immigrant experience of 22 Mexican women
on H2B guest-worker visas, how pleased
she was when one of her subjects answered
a suspicious “Who’s that?” challenge by
saying, “That’s nobody. That’s Anne.”
Hull invoked Eudora Welty to describe
her approach to journalism: “It is not my
job to judge, but merely to pull the curtain
back to reveal this hidden world behind it.”
She cited James Agee and Walker Evans in

26
barrels of crude oil

1,576
trees

575,829
gallons of water
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PHOTO BY LING ZHU ’09

Anne Hull Wins Lovejoy Award

Students, from left, Isaac Opper ’10, Chelsea Eakin
’09, and Po Yin Wong ’09, chat with Anne Hull at a
reception on campus.

Multimedia recordings of Hull’s speech,
of a panel discussion on “Giving Voice to
the Voiceless,” and of President Adams’s
honorary degree citation are online at
www.colby.edu/lovejoy.

Savings in 2007
after Colby switched
to publishing this
magazine on
100-percent-recycled
paper produced using
alternative fuels, as
cited in a Chronicle
of Higher Education
article about alumni
magazines going green.

the Great Depression as inspirations. She
quoted an editorial by 1994 Lovejoy winner
Eugene Patterson that she kept on her desk
for many years that inspired her “to shine a
light into the eyes of someone who wishes
to look away.”
Besides talking about the challenges
of having to leave the comforts of home
and city to report on the real America,
Hull spoke about current and immediate
challenges faced by newspapers that
have diminishing resources to pour into
reporting like the investigation that
revealed the Walter Reed scandal.
“There is no replacement for that sort
of reporting,” she said. “There’s a lot of
James Agees still around doing this, but
they’re becoming fewer and fewer, replaced
by this caffeinated society of bloggers and
Twitterers who are filing dispatches from a
T-Mobile spot at Starbucks.”
—Stephen Collins ’74

International Dust-up
Two Colby alumni were tangled up in the expulsion
of ambassadors by Latin American governments
in September. When Venezuela’s President Hugo
Chávez ordered U.S. Ambassador Patrick Duddy ’72
out of the country, U.S. State Department spokesman Sean McCormack ’86 stated, “Our officials,
including Ambassador Duddy, are going to continue
to speak out on the state of U.S.-Venezuelan relations.” For profiles of Duddy and McCormack,
from 2008 and 2005 respectively, search for their
names at to www.colby.edu/mag.

Greg Mortenson to Speak at 2009 Commencement

Greg
Mortenson

Greg Mortenson, subject and coauthor of the New
York Times bestseller Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace ... One School at a Time, will deliver
the commencement address and receive an honorary
degree at Colby’s 188th Commencement ceremonies,
Sunday, May 24, 2009.
The cofounder and executive director of the nonprofit Central Asia Institute and founder of Pennies for
Peace, Mortenson has dedicated his life to promoting
community-based education and literacy programs,
especially for girls, in remote mountainous regions of

ILLUSTRATION BY ROBERT P. HERNANDEZ

Colby Is Strong Despite
Market Instability
After 10 days of market freefall in October,
President William D. Adams sent an e-mail to faculty and staff outlining how the financial situation
had affected Colby and what employees could
reasonably expect, recognizing the volatility and
unpredictability of the markets.
“The bottom line is this: the financial condition of the College is stable, and we expect to
have the resources we need to meet our most
important commitments,” he wrote. Adams
credited Colby’s conservative financial practices. “In recent economic downturns,
this cautious approach has served us
well. We have not had to resort to
layoffs to balance our budgets, nor
lowered the quality of our core
programs, nor made reductions
in financial aid. As things stand
today, I see none of this changing in the near future.”
Still, Colby is concerned
about the possibility of a severe
recession and the potential effect
on Colby’s financial aid budget and
on the charitable giving that Colby
relies on for its endowment and operating expenses.
For an update from President Adams on the topic,
visit www.colby.edu/president

Pakistan and Afghanistan.
In 1993 Mortenson climbed Pakistan’s K2, the
world’s second-highest mountain. After getting lost on
the descent, Mortenson met a group of children in a local village writing with sticks in the sand. He vowed to
help them build a school.
From that grew a humanitarian campaign. Mortenson has established more than 60 schools in Pakistan
and Afghanistan that provide education to more than
25,000 children, including 14,000 girls, for whom few
education opportunities existed before.

For Diamond, Crisis Presents Golden Opportunity
Where some saw only a financial meltdown, Robert E. Diamond ’73, P’12
saw opportunity.
The president of Barclays and a member of Colby’s Board of Trustees, Diamond
bought the core U.S. investment banking business of bankrupt Lehman Brothers,
making London-based Barclays one of Wall Street’s biggest players.
News reports predicted the $1.75-billion deal would save about 8,500 jobs,
with Diamond telling staffers at Lehman’s New York headquarters, “You have a new
partner.”
Lehman had been Wall Street’s fourth-largest investment bank. Its collapse
followed close on the heels of the sale of Merrill Lynch to Bank of America in what
quickly became a mushrooming global financial crisis.
Diamond, 56, is credited for turning around Barclays’ oncemoribund investment arm, Barclays Capital, which in recent
years has driven Barclays’ profits and become one of the
most successful investment banks in the world.
Last year Barclays’ bid to buy Dutch rival ABN AMRO
came up short as a consortium headed by the Royal
Bank of Scotland prevailed. The Lehman deal is similar in that it moves Barclays into the top tier of global
investment banks, analysts say.
Diamond was among possible buyers talking to
Lehman Brothers just days before the bankruptcy
filing. Barclays walked away from that round of talks
after U.S. Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson declined
to insure some of the risk, according to news reports.
But Barclays, and Diamond, returned to consummate the eventual deal.
“This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for Barclays,” Diamond said in a statement. “We will now have
the best team and most productive culture across the
world’s major financial markets, backed by the resources of
an integrated universal bank. We welcome the opportunity to
add Lehman’s people and capabilities to the Barclays team.” —G.B.
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Donihue Leads Curriculum Review
When administrators in Eustis went looking for an associate
vice president for academic affairs to lead the first comprehensive review of Colby’s curriculum in two decades, they found the
best candidate right across the street, in the Diamond Building.
A member of the economics faculty for 19 years, Michael Donihue ’79 started the new job July 1 and is
focused on “all things curricular,”
he said.
Working primarily with the Academic Affairs Committee and three curricular planning working groups established for the
review, Donihue maintains that the faculty
must be at the center of efforts to define
a Colby liberal arts education for the 21st
century. He is eager to manage the role
of the faculty in articulating “a vision of
where Colby is headed,” he said.
Michael
Donihue assumed his new titles—asDonihue ’79
sociate vice president for academic affairs
and associate dean of the faculty—after disparate studies and
forces aligned to prompt a review of how Colby teaches:

• A 2007 New England Association of Schools & Colleges reaccreditation praised the College but urged more attention to
“articulating and measuring student outcomes.”
• A faculty Ad Hoc Curricular Planning Committee, established in
2007 in response to reaccreditation self-studies, proposed the
three working groups, which are focused on curricular oversight,
teaching communication skills, and academic engagement with
an emphasis on project-based learning.
• On the federal level, the Spellings Commission on the Future of
Higher Education and a Senate inquiry got colleges’ attention
with calls for various new types of accountability.
• Demographic forecasts show a steep drop-off in the number of
high school graduates who traditionally populate Colby’s applicant pool. “This is the one that put chills down my spine when
we started,” said Donihue, whose academic specialties are
economic forecasting and macroeconomic policy.
Donihue is clearly energized by the opportunity to help steer
the College’s mission, but he’s wistful about his hiatus from the
classroom, particularly given historic turmoil in the world economy.
As governments scrambled and markets continued to plummet in
early October, he said, “This would be a great time to be teaching
macroeconomics.” —S.C.

Students interested in sustainability have
brought the concept to Colby’s dining halls.
From mid-June through October, students in
Colby’s new Organic Gardening Club have
been contributing produce to Colby’s dining
halls—everything from lettuce, tomatoes, and
cucumbers to carrots, beets, and garlic.
Two students, Ben Hummel ’11 and Andy
Smith ’11, took the lead on tending the garden this summer. The
primary crop provided to the dining halls was lettuce, and, according
to Associate Director of Dining
Services Joe Klaus, people reacted
favorably to the local organic
produce. “What it seemed to do
was generate good conversation
about Colby’s sustainable practices,” he said.

The club now has dozens of members, and
students are exploring ways to increase production in upcoming years. While quantities have
allowed only for sporadic use of student-produced veggies, Dining Services has found ways
to maximize the impact. They designated Oct.
15 “Garlic Fest,” and dining halls held to the
theme. On the menus? Shrimp scampi, garlic,
spinach and cheese stuffed roast pork,
garlic mashed potatoes, and more.
And for dessert: garlic ice cream.
Created especially for Colby by
Shain’s of Maine using garlic from
the garden, this unusual item was
paired with roasted mandarin
orange crepes and ginger sauce.
Seventy-five pounds of garlic put
to good use. —Ruth Jacobs

PHOTO BY JOHN MEADER

Organic Garden Gives Back

Emily VanWyk ’11 and Andy Smith ’11, of
the Colby Organic Gardening Club, tend
their crops.

To see a student-produced video about the garden, go to insideColby.com and click on “video.”
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Wit & Wisdom
“I am sequestering myself (and my carbon
compounds) for the next several weeks,
but will indeed reply to your message as
soon as possible.”

Professor of Science, Technology and Society
Jim Fleming, in his e-mail auto-reply
this summer.
“It was the story ... that launched a
thousand controversies, and it was actually
deliberately placed in a more modest
position on the page with a more
modest headline.”

Phil Taubman, former New York Times
Washington bureau chief, talking about the
National Security Council eavesdropping
story in a talk titled “Treason or Patriotism?
When the Press Publishes National Security
Secrets.” Taubman was the Goldfarb Center’s
first Lovejoy Journalist in Residence.
(To hear the speech, go to
www.colby.edu/goldfarb)
“I had a blast last night. It was about
eighty percent liberals in the audience and
I answered questions for over two hours.
They did not want to stop debating with me.
That’s the way it should be.”

Conservative author and radio talk-show
host Gregg Jackson ’90, following a speaking
appearance on campus.
“They say that newspapers are dying,
but ... a reader who had let her
subscription lapse and was wanting
to renew ... found that the Post was
indispensable in her life, and she left
this urgent voicemail: ‘My living room
and going into my bedroom is flooding
and I’m putting down newspaper and I
need more newspaper. The rug is wet
and I’m running out of newspaper.
I need to get the Sunday paper, okay?’
So, whether you curse us, read us,
or just use us as a paper towel,
please keep us in your life.”

2008 Elijah Parish Lovejoy Award-winner
Anne Hull, a national reporter for the
Washington Post (Story, P. 6).

Rice Races to November 4
Andrew Rice ’96, Democratic
candidate for U.S. Senate from
Oklahoma, made an audacious move
when he took on incumbent Jim Inhofe,
a popular Republican Senator in a
Republican state.
A former documentary filmmaker, Rice
was inspired to enter politics after his
brother, David, was killed in the collapse
of the World Trade Center following the
9/11 attacks.
A freshman state senator, Rice is
a relatively new face on the Oklahoma
political scene. He hoped that his
experience in the state senate and his
call for change would be enough to move
voters his way.
During his first two years as state
senator, Rice initiated the Oklahoma
Food Security Act and the All Kids Act,
which made 38,000 more of Oklahoma’s

children eligible
for governmentsponsored health
insurance. He
also proposed
a policy that
encourages energy
conservation in
public schools.
Rice cites these
Andrew
and other initiatives
Rice ’96
as evidence of
his pledge to put
“people before politics.”
Rice’s campaign platform includes
implementing common-sense economic
principles, making healthcare affordable
and accessible, and withdrawing U.S.
troops from Iraq and redeploying them to
the Afghanistan-Pakistan region.
—Lauren Pongan ’09

To read a 2005 profile of Rice, go to www.colby.edu/mag, keyword: rice

Shared Transport Offers Options
New programs at Colby provide rental
cars and loaner bikes for students to get off
the hill and on with their adventures.
Last year’s Student Government Association treasurer, Timothy Williams ’08, and
current SGA President Patrick Boland ’09
pushed for the Zipcar program, which provides two vehicles on campus that students
can share if they become members and pay
rental fees. Boland thought Zipcars would
fill a void. “There are so many students on
campus who don’t have cars. We needed
an affordable solution to that problem,” he
said. Including gas, insurance, and up to
180 miles per day, rentals cost $7 per hour
or $60 per day.
“The Zipcar program is really liberating,” said Jessica Lueders-Dumont ’09. “I’ve
never had a car on campus before, so it’s nice

to be able to get off campus when I need to.”
For those looking to put a little muscle
into their transportation or to remain carbon neutral, the iBike program allows Colby
community members to borrow a bicycle,
helmet, and lock for 24 hours at no charge.
Environmental studies major Patrick Roche
’09 developed the program, which aims to
decrease environmental impact and integrate
students and the Waterville community.
“It’s healthy and it saves time, energy,
and gas,” said Escar Kusema ’09 “It’s really
helpful for students who live off campus and
don’t want to use a car.”
The student-run Environmental Coalition implemented the program. The 15 bikes
were purchased locally and are maintained
by student workers. —L.P.
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Trustees Terminate ‘Steps’
PHOTO BY EMMA GILDESGAME ’10

A comprehensive effort to address
excessive, high-risk drinking at Colby
is underway following a Board of
Trustees resolution that put an end to
the seniors’ last-day-of-classes champagne steps celebration.
President William D. Adams
notified the community in July of
the resolution, which established two
working groups—the first to recommend measures to manage the elimination of the champagne steps event, the
second to propose ways for the College
to address the systemic abuse of alcohol
in student social life that is a problem
on campuses across the country.
Students, faculty, and administrators are represented on both panels; the
second group also includes trustees,
alumni, and parents of current students. Both groups began deliberations
in September, and the annual State of
the College address Sept. 10 included
discussion of the initiatives by Adams,
Board of Trustees Chair Joseph F.
Boulos ’68, and Student Government
Association leaders.

Blazing a
Nordic Trail

Seniors gather for the champagne steps
celebration last May.

The termination of the champagne
steps event came after last year’s edition
saw many students hospitalized and
damage to property on campus. At the
September address, James Terhune,
vice president of student affairs and
dean of students, urged students to
join in the process of developing an
alternative to the risky and destructive
behavior of the past.
“We’re not coming at this with a
pre-set idea of where this is going to
go,” Terhune told students. “We want
you to be a part of this. It’s the only
way this is going to work.” —S.C.

Adams’s message to the community: www.colby.edu/mag, keyword: steps

Alumni Connections
Colby students looking for more information about life after graduation had an
opportunity to hear from alumni firsthand the weekend of Sept. 26, as the College
held its second annual Alumni Networking Weekend.
Two days of events offered students the chance to connect with alumni and
learn about various careers. Mock interviews, speed-networking sessions, and
career panels run by alumni in fields such as medicine, retail, law, and finance
were attended by more than 120 alumni.
The weekend also gave more than 200 students in attendance chances to
interact with alumni working in jobs that may interest them—an aspect of the
weekend that Amy Lu ’09 considered a highlight. “The panel discussion that I
went to had just a small group of students, so I feel like I really got some good
advice and got to ask the panelists lots of questions,” she said.
Amanda Mello ’09 also found the weekend helpful. “I feel like career services
did a good job of matching us up with professionals in fields that we think we
might want to go into,” she said of her experience in a mock interview. “The
feedback I received was directly applicable to the types of interviews that I will go
on later.” —Meghan Moynihan ’09
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Property across Messalonskee Stream that
operated as the Colby College Ski Area from the
1940s into the 1970s will see skiers again this
winter—the Nordic variety. John Koons ’72, a
Waterville dentist, is spearheading a proposal to
build trails there for four-season use, including
cross-country skiing complete with snowmaking.
Colby sold the 100-plus acre property to the
City of Waterville this year, and the City Council
approved an initial expenditure to support development of the area on Waterville’s Quarry Road.
Phase one of the project includes design and
construction of an initial three- to five-kilometer
loop trail on the former Colby property and east
toward Interstate 95. That trail will be cleared
and groomed for skiing this winter. But, said
Koons, “For it to be successful in this climate,
in this area, you have to have snowmaking.”
That will allow school teams and other skiers to
reliably schedule practices, competitions, and
other events.
Start-up funds are in hand to rough out the
trail and buy grooming equipment, but broadbased fundraising will be necessary to collect
the three-quarters of a million dollars needed to
reach what he called “critical mass,” to pay for
snowmaking, lighting, and grooming. A second
phase would include a competition loop that
would also use adjacent land.
According to Koons, the professional trail
planner engaged with the project said the terrain
has the potential for a better competition course
than Dartmouth’s or Middlebury’s, since it has
the right formula of sequential climbs, descents,
and flats.
Nordic Ski Coach Tracey Cote is psyched. “It’s
really community based, which is awesome,” she
said. She’s trying to manage her expectations,
but said, “If it’s done to completion, it would
literally put us on the best facility in the nation.”
Michael Roy ’74, Waterville’s city administrator, is enthusiastic. “The recreational piece is
just a continuation of improvements happening
in the city,” he said, listing the Hathaway mill
redevelopment by Paul Boghossian ’76, efforts
downtown by the Waterville Main Street organization, and plans for revitalizing Head of Falls along
the Kennebec River. —S.C.

InsideColby is a magazine and Web site produced by Colby students.
Below is a glimpse into the latest issue. To read the stories in their
entirety (and see lots more, including videos and photo essays),
go to www.insideColby.com.

Mulespace >
News (like this, right) and
trends from the Hill.

It’s How You Play
the Game
In club sports, fun and
sportsmanship beat the final
score. By Todd Herrmann ’10

For the People
Henry Beck ’09 was a city
councilor in his freshman year
and hopes to be in the state
legislature by graduation.
By Ned Warner ’09

WASTE NOT
Colby’s highly ranked food may be a draw for some,
but now getting it to the table may require
more than one trip.
One of the newest sustainability
initiatives to hit Colby’s campus is
trayless dining. It all started with
the student-run Environmental
Coalition, which studied water
and food waste on days with
trays and days without. On a
single day without trays, food
waste dropped 575 pounds. Ongoing research showed that on
trayless days food waste dropped
66 percent. The college expects to
save 79,000 gallons of water a year and
50 tons of food waste. …
Keep reading at insideColby.com

Majorly Outside the Box
For students with their
own academic paths, the
independent major program
offers infinite options.
By Kris Miranda ’09

Q&A: Lynne Conner
Lauren Pongan ’09 goes
backstage with the new head
of the Theater and Dance
Department.

Essay: Sold on CBS
During a summer internship at
CBS, Sam Handler ’09 realized
he was marketable.

PLUS:
• Postcards from Abroad
• Off the Hill, On the Spot:
Students’ favorite
places in town
• A Day in the Life:
What do students
do all day?
• Things You Should Know …
about Dorm Life at Colby
• Videos, podcasts,
and more
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Leap of Faith

Fullback Roger Bel ’10, right, and tailback Dan
Prunier ’10 celebrate after a Colby score in the Mules’
24-19 win over defending New England Small College
Athletic Conference champion Middlebury, Sept.
27. The game was the first at the new Harold Alfond
Stadium. At left is linebacker John Murphy ’09.
Photo by Rob Kievit’09

Debatable

Students listen intently to the give and take during the first
presidential debate, in September. The presidential debates
were shown in the Pugh Center in Cotter Union.
Photo by Ling Zhu ’09

Oil Crisis 2008:
Economics Lessons Learned and Not Learned
Charles S. Colgan ’71
Forty years ago, as a sophomore at Colby, I took my first
economics course. (In those days economics was thought too
complicated for freshmen.) I still have the copy of Campbell
McConell’s text from that class and, since I have made my living
mostly as an economist over the past three decades, there is
distressingly little in it that I have forgotten, though much has
changed from the economic world it described.
Five years after that class came America’s first really hard lesson
in supply and demand since the Depression: the Arab oil embargo
of 1973. Oil prices doubled overnight. About six years later came
the Iranian revolution. Oil prices tripled. This summer oil prices
spiked again, reaching the once undreamed of level of nearly $150
a barrel. In each period the usual suspects were rounded up: oil
company executives trooped to Capitol Hill to listen to accusations
of profiteering, and unnamed speculators were condemned as
everybody looked for someone to blame.
But less than 90 days after this summer’s peak, oil prices have
dropped by more than 40 percent and everyone is saying how
lucky we are. The rise and fall have been breathtaking, from minor
problem to epic calamity to no problem in six months. In the midst
of a crisis in the financial system that will force a rewrite to every
economics textbook published, what do we make of an oil crisis that
has receded into memory like the mosquito bites from summer days
at the beach?
Actually, the “energy problem” is still here in important ways.
Prices may have fallen 40 percent, but they are still 300 percent
higher than just a few years ago. While a collapse in demand has
temporarily better balanced oil supply and demand in the world,
output has not been growing, while demand from countries like
India and China has been—rapidly.
Absent the current business cycle, the imbalance between supply
and demand means that oil should be priced higher than it has
been most of this decade, probably $80 to $90 per barrel, which
still translates into much higher priced gasoline and fuel oil in the
United States than we are used to.
Another issue is the dollar. Oil is priced in dollars throughout the
world. While the dollar has recovered some of its value as oil prices
have fallen, it will remain weak for years to come because of the
massive U.S. trade deficit, and this will contribute to higher oil prices.
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“Tax breaks for wind and other alternate
energy ... come just as the price of oil has fallen,
and with it the incentive to use the tax breaks
at all. This is the downside of falling oil prices:
they set us up to recycle the whole energy crisis
time and time again.”
Another enduring problem is the “risk premium.” This is the
additional price people are willing to pay to hold oil for fear of
more problems in the Middle East. The risk premium has shot up
repeatedly during the Iraq war, and while it is currently low, it is only
one violent event in a violent region from coming back in full force.
What is new is extreme volatility. In the 1970s energy crisis it
took about six years to reach the peak and another six years for oil
prices to begin to fall. Now the swings happen at hyper speed: six
months from bottom to top and back again.
Given that none of the fundamentals for higher oil prices have
gone away, and new reasons such as carbon taxes to mitigate global
climate change are in the offing, should we all just breathe a sigh of
relief and say, “Wow! Glad that’s over”? If we do, the only certain
thing is that we will experience all of this once again in a few
years—or a few months—or maybe even weeks.
But are we not going to solve the problem with alternate energy?
Congress did extend critical tax breaks for wind and other alternate
energy as part of the financial bailout bill, but this was after a year
of dithering over how to pay for the cuts. The result is that these
tax breaks come just as the price of oil has fallen, and with it the
incentive to use the tax breaks at all. This is the downside of falling
oil prices: they set us up to recycle the whole “energy crisis” time
and time again.
Economists have known the answer to problems with oil price
volatility—and the answer to oil’s contribution to environmental
problems such as climate change. It is the word that cannot be
spoken in America: taxes.
A tax on oil consumption (all oil, domestic and imported) would
continue the signal that oil is something to be used sparingly. The

ILLUSTRATION BY ROBERT P. HERNANDEZ
ILLUSTRATION BY ROBERT P. HERNANDEZ

point of view

revenues could be used to fund help for people with low incomes
to adopt conservation measures (the people least likely to do
so). Revenues could be used to encourage new conservation and
production technologies.
And a portion of the revenues could be set aside to even out oil
price spikes. Oil taxes could be lowered during spikes while funding
for highway and other projects could continue.
Such an approach would also directly address the need to price
our use of carbon—or more accurately the sources of carbon
dioxide—in order to begin to address the critical problem of
climate change.
But the idea of imposing taxes when oil prices are high is a

political nonstarter. And when prices fall, it is a political nonstarter.
We are far more comfortable paying exorbitant oil prices to the
producers than using the same prices for our own benefit.
So, one cheer, or maybe two, for high oil prices. They remind us
that this critical resource is scarce and that we should work very hard
not to waste it. It is a lesson we cannot afford to forget this time.
Charles Colgan is professor of public policy and management and chair
of the graduate program in community planning and development at the
Edmund S. Muskie School of Public Service at the University of Southern
Maine. He is associate director of the USM Center for Business and
Economic Research.
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GENDER GAP
Colleges see demand for qualified male applicants grow as

young women excel in high school

Story by David Treadwell

I

t has fast become the status quo: applicant pools for selective
Illustrations by P.J. Loughran
colleges include more females than males. Entering classes at
colleges like Colby typically include more women than men—57
percent to 43 percent in the Colby Class of 2011.
“As a co-ed institution, we want to be somewhere near parity,
if possible, because of the academic and social dynamics,” said
Dean of Admissions Parker Beverage. “We probably can’t
ith this year’s entering Class of 2012, the genderget down to fifty-fifty, but we don’t want to get as high as
balance ship righted itself at Colby. According to
sixty-forty. It’s tough to right the ship if the numbers get
Beverage the College saw a higher percentage of male admitted
too imbalanced.”
students choose Colby (36 percent) than female (31 percent).
But in a trend seen across the country, the numbers
The result is a 51 percent to 49 percent female to male balance
for top high school seniors are just that. Girls tend to
for the Class of 2012.
get better grades in high school than boys (for reasons
Admissions officers were pleasantly surprised, as they had fended
still open to speculation), making it harder for the
off what is becoming a disconcerting trend. Qualified female applimost selective colleges to enroll classes with equal
cants are more abundant than male, which leaves college admissions
numbers of both.
officers at risk of moving to a predominantly female student body.
The disparity in college admissions starts
And a pronounced gender imbalance in a student body can make a
long before hopeful prospects submit their
college less attractive to students—both male and female—who want a
applications. Long before high school, even.
co-ed experience.
According to Colby professors who are ex“You want to be a place that’s welcoming to all,” Beverage said.
perts on this, it’s a result of the way boys
Maintaining that balance hasn’t been a problem at Colby thus far, with
are socialized, negative media messages
gender coming into play in the admissions process mostly at the very end,
directed at boys, and the fact that women
when—and if—the College goes to its wait list. At that point, being a guy can
now have more opportunities.
be an advantage, Beverage said.
“There’s something happening
When it comes to the gender issue, Colby is hardly alone. Consider the experiout there, and we’re trying to figure
ence of Colby’s NESCAC peers in 2007.
out what it is,” said Professor Mark
At Amherst applications had been running around 50-50—until last year, when the
Tappan, chair of the Education
balance suddenly tipped to 58 percent women. At Bates women have never represented
Program and a scholar who
more than 52 percent of the student body, but gender is a factor in admissions, officials
teaches and writes about chilthere say. Bowdoin has maintained its roughly 50-50 split (52 percent men to 48 percent
dren and adolescents in schools
women in 2007) but it’s getting tougher every year.
and society.
Said Bowdoin’s Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid Bill Shain, “Everybody is competing harder for men.”

W
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The trend at highly selective liberal arts colleges mirrors the change
seen nationally.
In 2007, 56.3 percent of students enrolled full time in U.S. colleges
were female; by 2015 that figure will climb to 57.9 percent, according
to published reports.
It’s a trend that raises interesting questions. Why do young women
generally out-perform their male counterparts in high school in grades?
Does this trend unfairly penalize young women applying to the nation’s
best colleges? How does this play out in the college classroom?
First, it may be helpful to look at the numbers beneath the numbers.
According to Steve Thomas, director of admissions at Colby, the men
and women who enrolled in Colby’s Class of 2011 had comparable high
school records, but the scores on combined SATs (required at Colby but
not at all peer colleges) for women were slightly lower than the men’s.
In schools that report class rank, 70 percent of the women graduated in the top 10 percent of their class versus 46 percent of the men,
Thomas said. On the SAT verbal, the mean for women was 688 versus
671 for men; on the SAT math, the mean was 669 for females versus 690
for males. Males nationwide have consistently outperformed females on
combined SAT scores over the past 30 years.
The disparity in high school academic performance is less clear-cut
when viewed in this way. But the gender gap is coming up for discussion
more and more at college admissions conferences, said Martha Merrill,
dean of admissions at Connecticut College. One admissions dean, Jennifer Delahunty Britz of Kenyon College, was so concerned about the
issue she wrote an op-ed for the New York Times in 2006 flatly stating
that qualified young men are more valued as applicants simply because
there are fewer of them. As a result, Britz said, equally qualified girls
were being rejected. Boys, despite being outperformed in high school,
were catching a break.
“We have told today’s young women that the world is their oyster; the
problem is, so many of them believed us that the standards for admission to today’s most selective colleges are stiffer for women than men.
How’s that for an unintended consequence of the women’s liberation
movement?” Britz wrote.
It was the most public broaching of the issue up to that time, and
Britz bore the brunt of the reaction.
“I was getting about five-hundred e-mails a day, at first, and people
still bring it up,” she said. “Feminists were mad. Men were mad. A young
woman brought up the issue during an interview in Hong Kong. And

academic potential in addition to past achievement.
Others say there is more going on than differing rates of
maturation. One researcher noted that there is no literacy gap
in home-schooled students, because home-schooling parents
tend to teach to a child’s interests—and boys’ interests are

“The women’s movement has definitely leveled the playing field, but cultural
factors also come into play. Girls are rewarded for doing well in school.”
Mark Tappan professor and chair of the Education Program
my daughter even got a death threat. I hadn’t really known the power
of the truth.”
Britz remains sanguine about the gender issue at Kenyon because the
college receives ample applications from qualified young men and the
female-to-male ratio (55-45) is acceptable. But, she said, she’s concerned
about the broader societal implications of the gender gap—and boys
apparently lagging academically.
“Something is awry with our K-through-twelve educational system,” Britz said. Some admissions officials, including Katie Fretwell,
director of admissions at Amherst, feel that boys simply mature later
than girls. When considering young men, Fretwell and others look at
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different from those of girls.
“The women’s movement has definitely leveled the playing
field, but cultural factors also come into play,” said Tappan.
“Girls are rewarded for doing well in school. For boys, it’s
not cool to be good in school.”
That should come as no surprise, said Margaret McFadden,
associate professor of American studies. As barriers to female
success are taken down and strong role models are produced,
more girls are making use of expanded opportunities.
McFadden, who has written extensively on pop culture, said
the change also directly relates to boys being saturated with

negative role models by an increasingly pervasive media.
“Part of what we’re seeing as a model for masculinity in
all of those areas of popular culture is very, very limited and
is very anti-intellectual,” she said. “It’s about physical prowess,
it’s about muscles, it’s about sexuality—and a very oppressive

graduating from high school and college than ever before. The report
discounts the idea that there is a crisis in education of boys, saying,
“Perhaps the most compelling evidence against the existence of a boys’
crisis is that men continue to out-earn women in the workplace.”
The group’s members were concerned about arguments by conservative commentators that boys had become disadvantaged and were being
discriminated against as schools intended to favor girls.
Tappan points to the work he is doing with Boys to Men, a Portlandbased organization that supports healthy development of adolescent boys
by addressing and publicizing these issues. Another Boys to Men leader,
Bernie Hershberger, director of counseling services at Bowdoin, said
that from an early age some boys see girls working hard and decide to
leave the academics to them.
“More than anything else, boys don’t want to be embarrassed,” Hershberger said. “If they feel they can’t succeed at something, they’ll pull
away. Actually, they’re getting intimidated by girls.”
It’s a dynamic that fits junior high, but could it continue through high
school and beyond? How does it play out in Colby classrooms?
Queries to some Colby faculty members for this story resulted in
several professors declining comment and others approaching the
topic with trepidation. As one professor wrote in an e-mail, “I’m not
sure how frank a discussion I’m willing to have on the pages of Colby’s
alumni magazine.”
Elizabeth Leonard, the John J. and Cornelia V. Gibson Professor
of History, said some of her department’s best and most accomplished
students are men and some are women.
But Leonard believes that women do tend to be more comfortable being
smart—and comfortable about showing it. “It’s harder to be a male student
who’s really committed to scholarship and not be embarrassed about that,”
she said. “The challenge is to create a culture on campus where academic
performance is celebrated as much as athletic performance.”
Tom Morrione ’65, the Charles A. Dana Professor of Sociology, said
he has found that women tend to keep their academic focus better than
men. “They follow through on projects. They write more, and they
write more easily on their papers.”
Morrione said he once asked the students in a class to raise their hands
if they had an appointment book. “Almost all of the women raised their
hands,” he said, “whereas none of the men did.”
It’s easy to “essentialize trends,” said Martin Connelly ’08, who interviewed students and faculty to produce a podcast for insideColby.com on

“Part of what we’re seeing as a model for masculinity in all of those areas of
popular culture is very, very limited and is very anti-intellectual. ”
Margaret McFadden associate professor of American studies
version of sexuality, a kind of domination of women.”
McFadden points to the popularity of “frat-pack” films
that show young men to be bumbling but appealing—and
matched with high-achieving women. “I don’t think there
are a lot of models for brainiac macho men,” she said.
Tappan adds another theory to the gender discrepancy.
“We still live in a patriarchal society,” he said. “Boys figure that they don’t have to try as hard, because they’ll do
alright anyway.”
Bolstering that view is a recent report by the American
Association of University Women that says more men are

the disproportionate number of women students in leadership positions
at Colby—and possible reasons for the disparity.
Connelly said he doesn’t see a stigma attached to academic achievement at Colby and that in his experience women and men participate
equally in classroom discussions. But he also noticed that, in group work,
women students are most often tapped as organizers.
Could superior organizational skills in the increasingly competitive
and stressful world of high school academics be one factor in the rise of
girls in admissions pools?
Connelly didn’t know, but he has noticed one thing: “Procrastination,” he said, “is more a guy thing.”
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Philip Nyhus directs the
Chinese government to the
places where tigers may
once again roam free.
By Ruth Jacobs
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PHOTOS BY JEFF MUNTIFERING AND PHILIP NYHUS

It was an unusual phone call about a secret
meeting. Philip J. Nyhus, assistant professor
of environmental studies, was on the line with
longtime colleague Ronald Tilson, from the
Minnesota Zoo, a leading expert on tigers.
Recalls Tilson, “I called up Philip and I said,
‘You want to go to Beijing?’ And he said, ‘Sure …
what for?’ and I said, ‘Well, I don’t know.’ ‘What
are we going to do?”’ [Nyhus asked], and I said, ‘I
don’t know.’ ‘What’s the agenda?’ I said, ‘I don’t
know.’ He says, ‘Well, who are you going to meet?’
and I said, ‘Other than Weisheng, I don’t know.’”
Wang Weisheng, director of the wildlife
management division of China’s State Forestry
Administration (SFA), wouldn’t divulge what the
meeting, in 2005, was about. Nor would he put it
in writing. Tilson and Nyhus just needed to trust
him. “He says, ‘You have to come to Beijing, and
you have to come soon. Please come,’“ Tilson said.
Nyhus and Tilson had worked with Wang
before. Prior to this phone call, the team had been
tapped by the Chinese government, specifically
the SFA, to determine if any South China tigers
existed in the wild. They published a 2004 paper
indicating that the subspecies that once roamed
China’s countryside (an estimated 4,000 in 1950)
was most likely extinct in the wild. “That was
the first time it was stated,” said Nyhus, “the first
major survey since the World Wildlife Fund did it
about a decade before.”
Then things got quiet. Until the mysterious
phone call.
Despite the challenges of raising money for
plane tickets and getting visas on two weeks’
notice, Nyhus and Tilson made the trip to Beijing
in 2005.

The secret?
“They basically invited us to come back and
look for potential areas where we could restore
the South China tiger,” said Nyhus. Finding and
fully evaluating those areas, though, would be a
monumental task. “Everything else,” Tilson said,
“finding the tigers, finding the prey, finding the
habitat, that all can come with time, it can be
recreated in a sense. But unless you have that actual
place, it won’t happen. And so that was where
Philip became the key to this whole project.”
So began the quest to determine if China
possessed a suitable area where South China
tigers (of which about 70 exist—almost all, except
for nine in Africa, in Chinese zoos) could be
reintroduced into the wild. Nyhus, a specialist in
the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
mapping, would spend the next three years (and
counting) working with Tilson and biologist Jeff
Muntifering of the Minnesota Zoo, the Chinese
government, Colby environmental studies majors,
and many others to attempt an unprecedented

Left: Deep inside Houhe National Nature Reserve (NNR), Philip Nyhus takes a reading with a Global Positioning
System (GPS) unit as part of his research to evaluate and map potential tiger habitat. Below, left to right: Nyhus,
with collaborator Tom Dahmer (left) and staff from Hubei NNR, evaluates potential tiger habitat using Geographic
Information System (GIS) maps created by Colby students; Nyhus marks his location and makes notes about the
habitat in Hupingshan NNR; Chinese and American team members accompanying Nyhus rest in a cave overlooking a
valley; a road cuts through steep terrain near Houhe and Hupingshan NNRs.
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conservation effort. “As with any scientific
endeavor,” he said in May, “it could come
to a screeching halt. But if it does move
forward, and if we do find … a place that we
could think about restoring the tigers, this
would be the first large-scale reintroduction
of tigers ever undertaken in the world.”
The world’s population of wild tigers has
been in steady decline for decades. At the
beginning of the 20th century, according
to Nyhus, about 100,000 existed; today, the
number is about 4,000. Nyhus and Tilson
write about the path to extinction in their
forthcoming book, Tigers of the World (2nd
Edition): The Science, Politics, and Conservation
of Panthera tigris (William Andrew,
2009). “Official government eradication
campaigns, uncontrolled hunting, extensive
deforestation, and large-scale relocations
of urban populations to rural locations all
led to the decline and fragmentation of wild
tiger populations,” they write.
As soon as Nyhus returned from the
2005 trip to Beijing, he brought Colby
students into the project. In order to
determine if a suitable area existed, the
team would need maps of possible locations
within the tigers’ historic range with details
about elevation, slope, land cover, types
of vegetation, protected areas, people, and
boundaries. Summer research assistants
Brendan Carroll ’05 and Carolyn Hunt
’05 went to work on maps of the areas:
Hupingshan and Houhe National Nature
Reserves (NNRs), in northern Hunan

One of only 72 living South China tigers.
This photograph was taken at a captive breeding
facility during a visit in 2001 by Philip Nyhus
and his collaborators Ronald Tilson and Jeff
Muntifering. Below, view of the core area of
Hupingshan NNR at close to 2,000 meters
(about 6,600 feet) above sea level.
and southern Houhe provinces, and
Mangshan and Nanling NNRs in southern
Hunan and northern Guangdong. “They
developed base maps that were useful
for that initial field reconnaissance. And
that wouldn’t have been possible if they
hadn’t worked here at Colby,” Nyhus said.
These preliminary maps provided rough

information about things like boundaries,
rivers, and roads.
When Nyhus returned to China, he
and his colleagues used the maps as they
explored the area. And so began the work
that continued through the summer of
2008: advanced environmental studies
students work on maps, and Nyhus and
the team of biologists and SFA officials use
the maps both in the field and in meetings
with Chinese officials. “It’s funny,” said
Courtney Larson ’08, one of the students
who worked on the maps this summer.
“On the field maps we have to maintain
everybody’s names that have worked on
them. It’s becoming a longer and longer
chain. We wrote something like, ‘Maps
created by Courtney Larson, Jeff Carroll
[’08], modified from maps created by
Greg LaShoto [’07], Katie Renwick [’07],
Brendan Carroll, Carolyn Hunt…. ” She
laughs. But this is pretty serious stuff.
In 2006 a memorandum of understanding established the South China
Tiger Advisory Office (SCTAO) through
the Minnesota Zoo and with support from
Colby. The advisory office will determine
if the reintroduction is feasible and, if so,
will recommend to the Chinese government
where and how to put China’s tiger back
into the wild. Following a trip to China
this summer, Nyhus was optimistic. “From
the highest levels, SFA in Beijing, Wang
Weisheng, to the provincial level, to the
park level, there was enormous excitement,

interest, sharing of information, and it was a
really positive experience,” he said. “I think
the Chinese have already decided they want
their tigers back. The tiger is an important
part of China’s history and culture, and I
think this is something that a lot of people
within China want to happen and I think it
will happen.” Whether it happens through
this project or another, Nyhus said, China
seems determined.
Cautious optimism aside, years of
work still must be done if tigers are to

years, if and when a location is finalized.
But it all comes back to the maps.
The area under extensive evaluation is
about 1,000 square kilometers (about 400
square miles), large enough for roughly a
dozen tigers. “I can’t tell you how many
now, because we don’t know,” said Nyhus.
“We recognize [the area is] not ideal; it’s
not that big compared to other areas in Asia
that have tigers. It has a lot of really rugged
topography that’s going to make it difficult
logistically and make some of the area

and the students incorporated the data when
Nyhus returned.
Cliffs weren’t the only things Nyhus
helped the students fill in. “At the
waypoints he would take notes just
describing what the location was like and
then also comparing it to those maps,” said
Larson. Upon his return, Nyhus and the
students compared the notes to the maps.
“He said, you know, ‘The land-cover layer
is good for the forest pixels, but it doesn’t
pick up agriculture well’—like it doesn’t

“I think the Chinese have already decided they want
their tigers back. ... And I think it will happen.”
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—Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies Philip Nyhus
roam free. While finding the location is
key—and Nyhus and his colleagues may
have done so this summer, in the northern
Hupingshan-Houhe location—big
questions remain. Where would the tigers
come from? How much prey can the area
support? Since the population of South
China tigers is highly inbred, will they
breed and survive, or will they need to be
hybridized with healthier tigers? What
effects might reintroduction have on other
living creatures in the area? These are
some of the topics being researched and
discussed, and exploration will become far
more detailed over the coming months and

unavailable,” he said. Though tigers lived in
this area historically, they don’t like steep
slopes, and this area includes cliffs that
shoot up thousands of feet.
Those cliffs were the subject of a GIS
mystery this summer, before Nyhus
explored the area on foot. The information
from the Shuttle Radar Topography
Mission (SRTM) that the students were
using to decipher the topography didn’t
recognize these “no data zones.” “When
he was out in the field he’d be hiking
around and then he’d stop and take GPS
waypoints,” said Larson. Nyhus found the
cliffs, took GPS points and elevation notes,

differentiate grassland and agriculture very
well. So that was a big thing that we had to
work on once he came back, ’cause we really
do want to know where the agriculture
is—it’s pretty important.”
Evaluations are still underway, but
Nyhus was able to describe—and indicate
on the map—an area thought to be suitable.
“We think it’s probably one of the two
best places within the historic range of the
South China tiger to bring it back,” he said,
despite that only a small number of tigers
could live there. Still, Nyhus is optimistic
about the broader implications. “It will be
a foothold in the beginning of what could
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MAPS AND MORE: To see the maps
created by Philip Nyhus and his
students — including the threedimensional version — and more
photos from China, go to www.colby.
edu/mag, keyword: tigers.
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be a larger process of restoring natural, wild ecosystems in South
Central China.”
Tilson says it wouldn’t have happened without Nyhus, whom he
calls the navigator. “The navigator is the one who uses maps and finds
the way, and … the maps that he and his students have created have
allowed us to see where we want to go and to arrive over there and be
able to show this picture to our Chinese counterparts,” he said. “The
navigator is always the most important person in any voyage.”
Part of what makes Nyhus so crucial, says Tilson, is his ability
to show rather than just tell. “They all have sort of a sense of what
this place looks like, but, at best, it’s just photographs. And Philip
now has this three-dimensional map that he can project and it’s like
being a bird flying over the park, and he can turn it any way you
want it and he can spin it on an axis, and all of a sudden you see the
entirety of this whole place, and you can talk about here is where
tigers can live, and here and here and here,” he said, his voice rising
with excitement.

Courtney Larson ’08 and Charles (Jeff) Carroll ’08 work on maps
of China in the GIS lab.

As Nyhus stands before groups of government officials,
academics, and scientists in China, he is more than just the map
guy. “I do the spatial analysis, but I’m also very interested in policy
and the human dimension,” he said. And while a primary concern is
finding an area that’s suitable for tigers in terms of topography and
prey, other factors exist.

G I S AT C O L B Y : P U T T I N G D ATA O N T H E M A P
GIS (Geographic Information Systems) technology has been part of
the curriculum at Colby since long before Google Earth.
A mapping tool that allows researchers to visualize spatial data
for analysis, GIS first appeared at Colby in the 1990s. In their senior
capstone course Problems in Environmental Science, professors F.
Russell Cole (biology) and David H. Firmage (environmental studies)
introduced the technology to students analyzing nearby lakes.
In the lakes project the technology allows students to combine the
data they gather on-site with historical maps to analyze how water
quality has changed based on changes in land use. “With these maps,
you’re not just plotting something,” said Cole. “Because the data is
connected to the imagery, you’re actually seeing patterns you might
not observe otherwise.”
Colby students have analyzed the potential impact of catastrophic
sea level rise, the expected visibility of proposed wind turbines on
Cape Cod, the carbon emissions of the Red Sox, and where moosevehicle collisions are likely to occur in Maine.
While much of the GIS work is focused around the sciences,
professors in other disciplines integrate it into their work. Economics
Professor Michael Donihue ’79 (currently associate vice president
for academic affairs and associate dean of faculty) and his students
used GIS to study the impact of migrant workers on Maine and the
economic impact of hospitals on greater Waterville. “We’re trying
a big push to get social scientists involved in it,” said Cole. “It’s a
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technology that’s really important in a variety of fields.”
Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies Philip J. Nyhus, an
interdisciplinary scholar trained in GIS and remote sensing (analyzing
spatial data), agrees. “One of the reasons I think GIS is an incredibly
powerful tool ... is just about everybody can see themselves in a
map. So it’s inherently very interdisciplinary. You can be a geologist
or an economist or a historian or a biologist, and everybody can see
something in a map.”
When Nyhus first came to Colby in 1999, as a postdoctoral fellow
through a National Science Foundation grant supporting undergraduate
research, one of his charges was to advance GIS. “The fellow position
that we hired Philip for was designed to provide some teaching
experience for him mentored by experienced teachers, but for him to
provide the momentum in the initial stages of bringing GIS to Colby,”
said Cole. He did just that.
Fast forward to 2005, when Nyhus (having returned as a tenuretrack professor) was tapped by the Chinese government to research
the potential for reintroducing tigers into the wild. At that time Colby
had the industry-standard software (arcGIS) but only a small space for
GIS work.
The opening of the Diamond Building, in 2007, brought a GIS lab,
thanks in part to funding from the Oak Foundation. “It has absolutely
transformed our ability to teach students GIS and for students to use
GIS,” said Nyhus. “It’s a world-class facility.”
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Because this land was converted into national park within the
last 30 years, people still live there. “If we are going to consider
putting tigers back, we need to understand both the biology of
the park but also the people of the park,” he said. The area they’re
considering most seriously now, in Hunan and Hubei provinces,
includes homes abandoned as people fled for cities. “We talked
to many families that expressed a strong desire to have other
opportunities. It’s a really rough, rugged life when you’re up at
eighteen-hundred meters, far from any village, market, roads,
electricity.” Tiger-human conflict, mainly caused by tigers eating
agricultural animals, is also a concern. Such conflict has, in the
past, led to people hunting wild animals—endangered or not.
Nyhus also is involved in securing financing for the project,
which he considers a primary challenge. This is an expensive
endeavor that has received support from many sources already.
Currently Nyhus and Tilson, along with their colleague Thomas
Dahmer, a Hong Kong-based consultant, and others, are working
with Gijsbert (Bart) Nollen of International Consultancy Europe,
a firm that helps develop, fund, and implement sustainability
projects, to secure the funds necessary to continue the travel and
research the project demands. (Ultimately, the reintroduction
would be funded in partnership with the government of China.)
“We are serving as sort of principal scientific advisors,” Nyhus
said, “but, as this project is growing, we’re bringing more and more
people along.”

Nyhus checks in with Eric Hansen ’08 as he works on his research
project during Introduction to GIS and Remote Sensing class. Hansen
was trying to predict snow deposition and snow and ice melt in Grand
Canyon National Park.
The College also added a GIS and quantitative analysis specialist
who works with faculty to integrate GIS into coursework and with
students to make sense of the sometimes-overwhelming software.
“It’s one thing to take spatial data and throw it into the software

And as the scope expands, Nyhus remains at the core. “In many
ways he’s like the glue to our project,” said Tilson.
Nyhus, who jokingly calls himself an “interdisciplinariast,”
maintains focus on the detailed endeavor but relishes the larger
implications, namely the role of this project in promoting
biodiversity conservation in China. Tigers may be the primary
reason for this effort, but Nyhus also expects the project to aid in
conservation of other threatened plant and animal species. “There’s
a rapid and growing nature conservation ethic … in China that
wasn’t there, and we think that the tiger could serve as sort of an
additional lever to help encourage this,” he said. “And as more and
more Chinese are becoming educated, as more and more are living
in urban areas, I think the same kind of thing that happened here
in the United States in the Fifties and Sixties—where we have
basically a growth of a wildlife conservation ethic and wildlife
laws—is happening in China.”
This could have far-reaching effects. “[This] could potentially
serve, I think, as a motivator to encourage China as a nation to
become a positive source of conservation in China and Asia,” he said.
If so, the environmental future of the world’s most populous
continent will have been shaped by the work of student researchers
on Mayflower Hill and their navigator.

and then just visualize it, and it’s another to makes sense out of
it and to know how to use the various tools that are accessible,”
said Manuel Gimond, who came from NASA in 2007 to fill the new
position. “They’re quite complex, very overwhelming, and can also be
misused—much like statistics.”
For Courtney Larson ’08 and Charles (Jeff) Carroll ’08, who worked
on the maps of China this summer, Gimond was indispensable,
offering ideas if not answers when they hit a stumbling block. “We
wanted to calculate surface area of the park,” said Carroll—not the
square footage, but the actual surface area. “When you put elevation
in, topography, then it gets stretched out. So we were trying to figure
out a good way to calculate that. There’s no tool,” he said.
Gimond got them started, and the students worked it out. “We
figured out the geometry behind it and it was pretty straightforward
after that,” said Carroll. “But without him, it would have been really
difficult to figure out that you could even go about it that way.”
Professionals like Nyhus and Gimond can spend years working with
GIS and still discover solutions to new problems, yet students can
learn to create maps in a few weeks, sometimes even hours. Nyhus
encourages his students to move beyond the creation of simple maps
into developing an understanding of the complexities of cartography.
“Students almost always want to spend more time just playing with
the software,” said Nyhus, “and I tell them that just because you know
how to type doesn’t mean you know how to write a really good poem.”
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WITH TODAY’S TECHNOLOGY, SINGER-SONGWRITERS NO LONGER NEED TO WAIT TO BE “DISCOVERED”

BREAKING THROUGH
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wenty years ago, Jason Spooner’s musical career might
well have gone like this:
The Portland, Maine, based singer-songwriter would
have written his songs at home and performed them in local clubs for local audiences. He would have sold his CDs at
gigs and at a few area music shops, all the while hoping for
his big break—being discovered by a major label.
How times—and technology—have changed.
Yes, Spooner ’95 writes his own songs. But he performs
them with his band in venues from Maine to California,
records them digitally for CD and downloads, maintains an
elaborate Web site and MySpace page, and uses the Web
for promotion and marketing.
Spooner’s fans check his tour schedule at his Web site,
jasonspooner.com, and hear and download his music on
his MySpace Web page, where they can also post a message, read his blog, subscribe to his newsletter, shoot
him an e-mail.
Technology—from iTunes to YouTube, downloads to
digital video—has changed the way artists like Spooner
reach their audiences. For Spooner and other independent
artists, technology has kicked open doors—and changed
their very notion of success.
How does he feel about the transformation of the
music industry?
“Totally jazzed,” Spooner said.
Like Spooner, singer-songwriter, Carolyn Altshuler Currie

’85 also finds her dreams redefined by new technologies.
Also based in southern Maine, Currie performs solo, singing
and accompanying herself on guitar, and was picked as
an up-and-coming performer by Performing Songwriter, a
national magazine. Currie is about to release her fourth
CD, Waves of Silence, with Nashville-based High Horse
Records, which describes itself as “a new digital download
label for independent artists, with marketing and distribution
for the electronic age.”
In addition to touring to back the new CD, Currie also
does her own marketing and promotion through her Web
site (carolyncurrie.com).
“Independent artists really can do it now,” she said.
For singer-songwriters like Spooner and Currie, “making
it” no longer requires being channeled through MTV and
Top 40 radio, but instead involves reaching larger audiences
through their own marketing efforts.
And it’s working.
With his trio, Spooner, a bluesy, jazz-flavored folk-rocker,
has become a fixture on the festival circuit. The Portland
Phoenix named him Maine Singer-Songwriter of 2008—just
one among his many song-writing awards. Four of the songs
from his latest CD, The Flame You Follow, are in rotation nationally at Starbucks, and he and his band recently opened
for singer Brandi Carlile.
Would he sign with a major label if one came knocking?
Sure, but only if they shared his vision for his music, he says.

By Susan Sterling
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hough relatively young, both artists trace their early inspiration to
what are now technological relics. At 9, Spooner began listening
to his father’s eight-track tapes (Leonard Cohen, Tom Waits, Paul
Simon, and Neil Young, among others). He was struck by the way a
singer, in a mere three and a half minutes, could “paint a world in
my imagination.”
Currie, who describes herself as “basically self-taught,” recalls
singing along to Stevie Wonder records as a small child, trying to
imitate Wonder’s vocal acrobatics.
Soon she was vocalizing for an audience. Currie had her first paying gig at 13 (earning $30 at the opening of a condominium in her
hometown, Concord, Mass.). Two years later she exchanged the $650
she’d earned over several years of babysitting for her first serious guitar,
a 12-string Guild. She was off and playing.
Spooner performed throughout high school and at Colby formed
a band, Phineas Bridge, which rehearsed in Runnals and performed
at campus parties. He majored in Spanish and theater, with a minor
in sociology, and he did a lot of acting. Richard Sewell, then director of Powder and Wig, said Spooner had stage presence. “Jason had
as good a chance of making it as an actor as any student I taught at
Colby,” Sewell said.
Both musicians credit their Colby experiences with deepening their
music. Currie, whose lyrics are visual and poetic, remembers reading
poets Emily Dickinson and Randall Jarrell and jogging on the roads
around the campus, “trying to think of a way to describe the smell
of dirt in the spring.” Spooner’s songs tend to be philosophical commentaries on contemporary mores or dramas about down-and-out
characters struggling with life and love.

I

f technology is the tool, using it still demands knowledge of the music
business. Fresh out of Colby, Spooner cut his music-biz teeth with
“a little roots and blues label” out of Waterville. The Maine coast has
a surprisingly active blues scene, and the label recorded such noted
musicians as the blind pianist Pine Top Perkins and drummer Willy
“Big Eyes” Smith, who had played with Muddy Waters.
Spooner’s job was a crash course in booking, artist management,
development, tracking, and recording. But it also taught him another

The blues, Jason Spooner ’95
observed, are “not something you
get into to become rich overnight.
These men played because
they loved the music.”
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lesson. As Spooner notes, contemporary American culture views
artistic success as an overnight thing (as in American Idol), “with a
one-song gambling mentality,” but the older musicians he worked
with were humble, “real career musicians, who had learned what
works with an audience over many years of hard work.” The blues, he
observed, are “not something you get into to become rich overnight.
These men played because they loved the music.”
It’s something he’s never forgotten.
When Spooner’s Lost Houses came out in 2002, he realized that if
he continued to think of music as a hobby it would always remain a
hobby. Until then he’d been working full time as a graphic and Web
designer, but he was able to limit his day job to three days a week,
keeping his health insurance and a 401(k) and allowing him time to
tour. The band (drummer Reed Chambers and bassist Adam Frederick)
is his family, he says.

D

uring her Colby years, Currie sang at the campus pub and at
the Railroad Square Café. She majored in English and took art
classes, where professors David and Sonia Simon, particularly, inspired
her. “It was like someone lifted up a curtain,” Currie said “So this is
what art is!”
Not imagining she could make music her career, she earned an
M.A. in art history from Emory University, then married Doug Currie
and moved to England. The couple spent three years in Cambridge,
where Carolyn performed at parties and May Balls (formal, all-night
celebrations held at the colleges). The next stop was Seattle, where
Doug had a postdoc in neurobiology and the couple began a family.
As passionately as she felt about singing, it didn’t occur to Currie
that music would be more than a sidebar in her life until, working
towards a Ph.D. in art history at the University of Washington, she
realized she had no desire to pursue an academic career. Her husband
and her mother, an artist herself, encouraged her to focus on singing.
“You’re wasting your time. You should be doing music,” she recalls
her mother saying.
Doug asked, “Do you want a Ph.D. or a CD?” Currie said.
Over the next few years, she concentrated on her music, recording two CDs at a studio in Seattle, accompanied by other musicians.
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While working towards a Ph.D. in art history,
Carolyn Currie ’85 realized she had no desire to
be an academic. Her husband and her mother
encouraged her to focus on singing. “You’re
wasting your time. You should be doing music,”
she recalls her mother saying.

Then she was asked to perform at a neighborhood picnic, where rain
dampened the turnout—and her CD sales.
Currie hadn’t performed much that year, hadn’t written any new
songs since her second CD (Standing Stones) had come out in 1999,
and the rainy picnic seemed part of a larger, dispiriting picture. But as
she was packing up her guitar, a man stopped to tell her he’d enjoyed
her music. He wanted to buy a CD, but he hadn’t any money with
him. Currie gave the man a CD but was skeptical until he appeared
that evening at her house to pay her, as promised. A few days later he
invited her to sing at a house party. He had been a programmer for
Microsoft in its early days; he and his wife were philanthropists.
A few weeks after the party, they gave her $7,500 to produce her
next CD.
“After that,” Currie said, “the songs came,” becoming Kiss of Ghosts
(2004), for which she earned warm reviews from national indie music
Web sites for her distinctive “fragile yet strong” voice and music that
is “spellbinding, with exceptional lyrics.” Recently a cellist from the
Seattle Symphony, one of the musicians on Currie’s Waves of Silence,
suggested they perform together on the West Coast.

T

o be a singer-songwriter, Spooner and Currie agree, is a life that
demands faith and perseverance. But technology has empowered
artists—and put their fate at least partially in their own hands.

And sometimes a hardworking, talented independent musician
becomes famous enough to make a living as a performer.
At the Rocky Mountain Folk Festival one year, Currie took a
song-writing class with Tim O’Brien ’76, a Grammy Award-winning
musician (bluegrass, traditional folk, Celtic) who lives in Nashville.
O’Brien left Colby in the middle of his sophomore year for Jackson
Hole, Wyoming, where he got his first gig in a pizza parlor, playing
his guitar for rent and board. Several years later he joined three other
musicians to form the highly regarded bluegrass band Hot Rize. He
now tours internationally, playing solo as well as in groups, and performing on mandolin, bouzouki, fiddle, and mandocello in addition
to guitar. O’Brien’s legions of fans from around the world keep up
with his music, his tour schedules, and his observations about music
and musicians at his Web site, timobrien.net.
Both Currie and Spooner find inspiration in his path—and they
forge on.
“Take a leap, and the safety net appears,” Spooner has learned. “It’s
only after you step in the stream that you can see the stepping stones.”
Currie remembers the uncle who urged her to live life fully and
not worry about material possessions. She keeps his words in mind:
“The hearse,” he said, “has no luggage rack.”
To hear the music of Spooner, Currie and O’Brien go to www.colby.edu/
mag, keyword: singers.

TIM O’BRIEN FISHES IN “A BIGGER STREAM”
Jason Spooner ’95 and Carolyn Altshuler Currie ’85 found
inspiration from Grammy Award-winner Tim O’Brien ’76,
who recently released a new CD, Chameleon.
COLBY What’s your next challenge now that Chameleon
is out?
O’BRIEN The travel has lost some of its shine, so
recording and writing are good antidotes to too much
road time. Writing seems more and more important.
It’s something I can leave behind when I’m gone.
Being self-employed is something like fishing—you
set out lines and hope for enough little fish and the

occasional big fish. Compared to Boulder, Nashville’s
a much bigger stream, and being there has helped me
be a part of some bigger projects like the O Brother,
Where Art Thou soundtrack, and the Cold Mountain
soundtrack, plus television things and recording with
people like Steve Earle and The Chieftains. It can be
hard to keep your own soul together there, in the face of
the big commercial marketplace. I wasn’t ready to go to
Nashville until I already had an identity of my own.
To read more about Tim O’Brien and his career in music
go to www.colby.edu/mag, keyword: obrien.
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From the President

William D. Adams

The Annual Report of the President, my opportunity to share with you
reflections about the academic year just past, begins this year with a peek
at the near future. Although it seems incredible to contemplate, Dean
Parker Beverage and his colleagues in Colby’s Admissions Office are now
recruiting Colby’s bicentennial class, the Class of 2013. As venerable an
institution as Colby seems in many ways—in the maturity of its academic
program, the timeless beauty of its campus, the influence of its alumni
around the world—the feeling in the air on Mayflower Hill remains fresh
and full of the excitement of striving for goals, of never being satisfied with
good enough. That’s the kind of atmosphere that makes you fall in love
PHOTO BY FRED FIELD

with a place, as I certainly have in my years as president.
Even as I reflect on the 2007-08 academic year, I have that bicentennial class in mind. Much of what transpired at Colby last year will have a
direct bearing on the Colby those students will come to know. The bicentennial theme, “In their Footsteps,” describes both our debt to the thousands of students, teachers, and staff members whose lives have inflected this College for two
centuries and our sense that we, too, will leave footprints for others who follow us. Last year,
faculty and staff colleagues, the Board of Trustees, alumni, parents, and students contributed
to the lasting legacy of Colby.

Access Expanded
In January, at their meeting in Boston, Colby’s Board
of Trustees authorized a bold initiative to increase access to Colby for students from many socioeconomic
groups. No longer will our students be required to take
out loans as part of a Colby financial aid package. Of
the handful of American colleges and universities that
have established such programs in recent years, including Harvard, Princeton, Davidson, and Stanford, Colby is
among those with the smallest endowments. This is a
stretch for us, a reach for an appropriate star. Students
and their families stand to save tens of thousands of
dollars thanks to this program, and Colby students will
be able to graduate unburdened by loan debt. We can
only begin to imagine what that may mean for these students in their lives after Colby, but we hope it will allow
them to make career choices, choices about graduate
education, and the like based more on the urgings of
their hearts than on the drag on their wallets.
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Curriculum Review Underway
As the College concluded the process that resulted
in our reaccreditation by the New England Association
of Schools and Colleges, the senior administration and
the faculty decided that it was time to assess Colby’s
curriculum in light of what students told us about their
sense that they could gain more mastery over the skills
that are the hallmarks of educated persons. (See my
essay in the 2006-07 Annual Report of the President
for details.)
In consultation with Vice President for Academic Affairs Ed Yeterian and me, the faculty empanelled three
curricular planning working groups, composed of faculty but with administrative support from the Office of
the Dean of Faculty and the Office of Institutional Research and Assessment, to delve into areas of critical
importance for the present and future success of Colby
students. The groups, which are due to present their
findings in February 2009, are tackling ideas such as
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how best to engage students in academic and other activities in order to inflect the intellectual atmosphere on
campus; how ought senior year be organized in order
to best send graduates out into the world; and what
array of skills should students be certain to develop
and hone in order to thrive throughout their lives. There
will be much more to say about this effort in upcoming
president’s reports and other communications; it could
have profound effects on the way education is shaped
on Mayflower Hill.
Re-imagining Student Life
Under the leadership of Vice President Jim Terhune,
the Student Affairs Division launched Colby 360, a wideranging approach to student life that seeks to blur the
lines between classroom and out-of-class activities.
Colby 360, about which you may read much more on
Colby’s Web site, “asserts as its guiding principle the
idea that a residential college affords students opportunities to learn and develop in all aspects of their college
lives.” Its statement of purpose continues: “However,
where traditional approaches to student affairs in residential colleges tend to focus on creating policies and
procedures, Colby 360 establishes a setting for student life designed to achieve five specific learning outcomes: 1) development of life skills; 2) appreciation of
and engagement with diversity and human difference;
3) understanding democracy and civic responsibility; 4)
promoting wellness and healthy lifestyle choices; and 5)
leadership education for the 21st century.”
The College’s commitment to Colby 360 will require
us to re-imagine student life on Mayflower Hill. We anticipate that the more responsibility students have to craft
community for themselves, the more opportunity they
are afforded to engage with Colby’s fundamental values
and with the faculty’s hopes for their development as
intellectually curious and actively involved citizens, the
more confident they become that they are developing
skills and habits of mind that will serve them throughout
their lives, the more powerful and valuable their time at
Colby will be.

As with our curricular planning, we have a distance
to travel in order to reshape student life. We began one
leg of this journey on the last day of classes in May
2008, when seniors gathered at Miller Library for the
“champagne on the steps” celebration. Begun about a
decade ago as a brief toast by the graduating class to
itself, “champagne steps” has had a troubled history
marred by excessive alcohol consumption with all its
predictable results.
At their meeting in May, with the full support and
encouragement of the administration, trustees passed
a resolution eliminating the “champagne steps” and directing the administration to take any and all steps to
eliminate the culture of excessive drinking on Colby’s
campus. That work began in earnest this fall with the
establishment of the Campus Culture Working Group,
chaired by Jim Terhune and including trustees, students,
faculty, other administrators, parents, and a member of
the Waterville Police Department.
We are fully dedicated to the task of reducing alcohol’s central role in too many student social events. Our
approach is dependent on rejecting an “us vs. them”
mentality that can infantilize students and relieve them
of accountability for building a community of which we
can all be proud. The College has and will continue to
enforce clear policies on alcohol abuse, but meaningful
progress in reimagining social life on campus cannot
be made in a cat-and-mouse atmosphere where we set
rules and students look for loopholes. Working on this
issue in the context of Colby 360 puts us shoulder-toshoulder with students.
Stay Tuned
There will be much more to say about all of these
topics as academic year 2008-09 unfolds, and those of
you with access to the Web needn’t wait until next year’s
President’s Report to learn more. The online version of
this essay contains active links to information about initiatives mentioned here, and Colby’s home page serves
up a daily menu of stories about the College and its
people. I invite you to visit often.

We are fully dedicated
to the task of reducing
alcohol’s central role
in too many student
social events. Our
approach is dependent
on rejecting an “us vs.
them” mentality that
can infantilize students
and relieve them of
accountability for
building a community
of which we can all
be proud.

For 2007-08 financial and organizational information go to www.colby.edu/presreport
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FORTY-EIGHT YEARS—AND COUNTING
Carleen Nelson has seen presidents, students, and technology come and go on Mayflower Hill
GERRY BOYLE ’78 STORY    FRED FIELD PHOTO

Carleen Nelson had worked as a legal secretary for several years when she left her job to
take care of her young children.
“When I decided to come back to work,
I didn’t want to work for lawyers anymore,
because they have so many unhappy people
come into the office,” she said. “For divorces,
for wills, and all these things. Suing people. I
didn’t want any more of that. I said, ‘Well, I’ll go
up to Colby, if they’ll hire me, and it’ll be a happy
situation.’”
They did, and it has been.
Since 1960.
Alumni, thousands of them, got the fat envelope from Colby admissions from Nelson.
Nelson is administrative assistant to Dean
of Admissions and Financial Aid Parker Beverage, one of six deans and/or directors for whom
she has worked during almost half a century on
Mayflower Hill. During Nelson’s time at Colby
there have been three presidents (she missed
J. Seelye Bixler by a month but knew him well
and got to see him speak at commencement
when her son, Chappy Nelson ’82, graduated).
When she started there were 12 buildings on
the new campus, men and women lived in separate dormitories complete with house mothers,
and women’s sports were restricted to activities
deemed appropriate—like archery.
Nelson, who is as diminutive as she is energetic, is a repository for volumes of Colby history, nearly all of which she keeps in her head.
After agreeing to an interview request from
Colby, she typed out a few facts and anecdotes
from her mental archive. Her report is succinct
and precise:
“I watched Eustis Building being built before
the Office of Admissions moved there. Physical
plant men moved the furniture. There were no

computers, so vital information about applicants was kept on 3x5 index cards. I remember
typing 50 notification letters per day, making
carbon copies for the files.”
Nelson remembers the first time she was
confronted by a computer. She was on hand for
the first appearance of the electric typewriter,
too, and neither innovation left her flummoxed.
She credits her excellent commercial course
teacher at Bridgton (Maine) High School, where
she was taught typing, bookkeeping, record
keeping, and Gregg shorthand, which she loves
to this day.
Last summer, Nelson’s high school class
(1947) had its 61st reunion, which she organized. There were 23 in the class, but the
number has dwindled to 12, she said.
Four years out of high school she married
Fred Nelson and they moved to Connecticut.
But after four years she missed Maine, so they
bought a dairy farm in Clinton, eventually milking 50 cows. They stopped actively farming after
a tornado destroyed their barn, and Fred went
to work for Ethan Allen Furniture, in Burnham,
the next town over. Fred Nelson passed away in
1995, but Nelson still lives on the farm, with her
three children nearby.
“I’m a great-grandmother,” she said. “Write
that down. I’m proud of that.”
Nelson is active in the Brown Memorial United
Methodist Church in her town and, as international-student coordinator for Colby admissions,
she handpicks a Colby student to speak to the
church women’s group every year. “The latest
person that I took was a young man from Afghanistan, Qiam [Qiamuddin Amiry ’09],” she said.
“They loved him. And Joerose Tharakan [’08].
She was a big hit. Every year I try to take some.
I bet I’ve taken forty kids.”

She remembers students, and students
remember Nelson. A Japanese alumnus sends
news of his college-age children. When he was
at Colby, Nelson and her husband took him to
the coast for a lobster dinner. Once, in May,
Nelson drove him to an apple orchard to see the
blossoms. “He’s never forgotten these things,”
she said.
An alumna from the Class of 1964 still sends
her a Christmas card.
Nelson was in admissions as the political climate changed on campus and in the country, and
she remembers demonstrations with students
circling Eustis “shouting and ranting.” Students
even occupied the building. “They were sitting all
over the floor,” she said, “and all the other secretaries, they were scared to death. I said, ‘These
kids aren’t going to hurt you.’ But they were afraid
so they closed their doors. I left mine open. They
sat down and I would step over their legs.”
It’s not been all work for Nelson. She’s traveled, with friends, all over the world, hitting six
continents and many countries: Nepal, Peru,
India, China, New Zealand, South Africa among
them. But she has no plans to retire. “If I didn’t
feel I was contributing, I wouldn’t be here,” she
said. “When the day comes that I feel I’m not up
to it, then I’m out of here. But I still feel I have
the energy of a thirty-year-old woman.”
Beverage, her current boss, can attest to
that. He waxes about Nelson’s legendary reliability, her quickness to master new computer
software, her efficient handling of government
documents relating to international students,
her help in prioritizing his own tasks. “She
knows when I’ve got to really attend to something,” Beverage said.
“I’ll miss her immensely,” he said, “—if she
leaves before me.”

Carleen Nelson with Parker Beverage, dean of admissions and financial aid.

32 COLBY / FALL 2008

COLBY / FALL 2008 33

from the hill

Rafts of Research
A chance for students to leave the lab and strut their stuff
GERRY BOYLE ’78 STORY    FRED FIELD PHOTOS

Lining the walls of the downstairs meeting room at Crab Apple Whitewater one recent
morning hung, as expected, action posters of
life-jacketed paddlers vaulting through Kennebec River rapids.
And upstairs? “Determination of the Mechanism of Cytotoxicity of Epichlorohydrin.” “Synthesis of Organic-Soluble Oxacalix[4]arenas
and their Applications as Molecular Tweezers.”
And dozens of other displays of Colby students’
summer research.
Of course.
The occasion was the first Colby Undergradu-
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ate Summer Research Retreat, an interdisciplinary event that gave some 60 Colby students and
faculty—with keynote speaker David Bodine
’76, a noted research scientist at the National
Institutes of Health—a chance to get out of the
lab to present and discuss their work.
“It’s a way to celebrate research across all
disciplines,” said Kevin Rice ’96, assistant professor of chemistry and organizer of the event.
The celebration included a day running the
Kennebec with rafting guides from Crab Apple
(co-owned by Rob Peabody ’96). But Rice said
the research was first and foremost in students’

minds. “It wasn’t just, ‘Hey, we get to go play,’”
he said. “It was, ‘Our posters—how should we
do this?’”
With students and faculty on hand from eight
departments, from biology to economics, presenters had to be ready for questions from different perspectives. And some who had presented
to faculty had a new experience presenting to
other students for the first time. “I thought it was
nerve-racking in front of your peers,” said Megan
Watts ’08, a biology major/chemistry minor who
was just weeks away from beginning medical
school at the University of Vermont.

LEFT: PHOTO BY KEVIN RICE

Like all of the researchers, Watts seemed to
carry off her presentation, “Cell Cycle Effects on
the Cytotoxicity of DNA Cross-linking Agents,”
with aplomb. The idea, said Rice and other faculty members on hand, is to give students experience that will carry over into their professional
lives. “The more you present your research, the
more polished it becomes,” Rice said.
Bodine, who regularly taps Colby as a source
for both interns and scientists to work in his genetics and molecular biology lab at NIH, said he was
impressed by the body of the students’ research,
their oral skills—and their enthusiasm.
“If they can sustain that through graduate
school and into their postdoc teaching, that’s a
real asset,” he said. “It can’t help but energize
you to see how enthusiastic they are.”
Bodine was moved to write a note to the
group after the sessions.

“After having 15 Colby alums in the lab and
watching them outperform students trained at
other schools like Stanford, MIT, Duke and Yale,
I am no longer surprised that Colby students
are getting the opportunity to do important
research,” he wrote. “However, I continue to be
impressed with the selection of important projects to work on, the focus on a specific question
and the application of state-of-the-art instrumentation and techniques to solve them.”
And the research is important—and real.
Topics at the symposium ranged from examination of the molecular action of cancer-causing
agents to human-robot interaction, from a study
of the effectiveness of an actual violence prevention program for preschoolers to the economic effect of Waterville-area hospitals.
Julie Millard, Dorros Professor of Chemistry
and mentor to several researchers working in her

lab, said long-term projects are passed on from
graduating students to underclassmen so the
work can continue. “It’s really a team,” Millard
said. “I may be the captain of the team, but everybody has a big role and their own strengths.”
Those strengths—from perseverance in the
lab to presentation skills later—carry over after
Colby, students and faculty said. Watts, who is
eyeing pediatric oncology as she heads off to
medical school, said her research taught her
critical thinking skills—and exposed her to the
rewards of hard work.
Add communication skills, and the ingredients
are there for success in science or other fields.
“I can rattle off twenty-five students who have
gone on for their Ph.D. or M.D./Ph.D., who have
gone on to do wonderful things,” said Professor
Frank Fekete, then chair of the Biology Department. “This [symposium] will only enhance that.”

Facing page, student researchers careen over rapids on the Kennebec River, taking a break during the Colby Undergraduate Research Retreat in The Forks,
Maine. Below, from top left, Duy Lyford ’10 works in the laboratory at Colby as part of a study of the effect of stress on rats’ behavior; Jennifer Corriveau
’10, with a lab pet on her shoulder, studies data collected in her study of the effect of choline on rats’ cognitive ability; Thora Maltais ’09, right, and Nicole
Schmidt ’09 work with liquid nitrogen in the inorganic chemistry lab.
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MADE TO ORDER
For Marybeth Luber ’96, CEO seat is a perfect fit
BARBARA WALSH STORY    PETER DaSILVA PHOTO

How does an international studies major who never took an accounting
or finance class end up as a CEO?
Ask Marybeth Thomson Luber ’96 and she’ll tell you: by pursuing her
passion and taking risks.
At age 34, Luber is chief executive officer of Archetype Solutions, a
San Francisco company that offers consumers customized clothing based
on their body sizes and preferred styles.
Luber’s role as leader of the California business comes just three
years after she began working at Archetype Solutions. Said Steve Campo,
who hired Luber: “You never know how someone is going to perform when
they’re in the CEO seat, but Marybeth has exceeded our expectations. The
sky is the limit for her.”
Most college graduates have little chance of becoming a CEO before
they turn 35. Luber is an anomaly.
After interning with an investment bank that specialized in helping
Latin American businesses, Luber searched for a permanent job. A British
citizen born in Bermuda, she sought work with a large American company
that would offer her a visa.
A Colby alum in the investment industry assisted Luber in getting a job
at Chase Manhattan.
For the next five years, Luber worked 80-hour weeks in London, New
York, and, eventually, San Francisco.
“I didn’t have a weekend off for the first year,” she remembers. “But I
think it’s super important to work hard the first few years out of college.”
After adding an M.B.A. from the University of California, Berkeley, Luber looked for a company that she could help shape and grow. When she
learned that Archetype Solutions had an opening for a director of finance
and development, Luber aggressively pursued the job.
Even though she had the credentials, Campo, Archetype’s president in
2004, warned Luber that it was an uncertain time for the custom-clothing
company. Archetype, Campo explained, was in the midst of raising venture capital.
“Not knowing where we were going to raise additional money made it
very risky for Marybeth,” Campo said. But things fell into place: the capital

was obtained and Luber was hired. Once on board, Luber went beyond her
financial duties to get involved in the company’s marketing.
No surprise, say those who know her best.
Luber, says Patrice Franko, Colby’s Grossman Professor of Economics, is well suited to running a company. “She is a problem solver,” said
Franko, who taught Luber in a Latin American economics class. “Marybeth is very good at building relationships. She wants to come up with
innovative solutions, but she wants to do it collaboratively with others.”
Archetype’s core business provided custom clothing technology for
companies like JCPenney and Lands’ End. Luber believed Archetype
should do more than sell its technology; she wanted the company to create its own customized clothing brand.
“I had been traveling in Asia and sort of became obsessed with how
countries like Thailand offered customized clothing. I thought, ‘Why can’t
the U.S. create clothing that is affordable and custom-made?’”
Not long after she took on the role of Archetype’s CEO, in 2007, she
created indi, a subsidiary that offers custom-made jeans through a Web
site, www.indiDenim.com, and, launched this fall, custom-made dress
shirts through indiTailored.com
“For the consumer, it’s great. They can design their own jeans from
scratch,” Luber said. “A lot of consumers make compromises in jeans;
they’re either too big in the waist or they end up squeezing into them.”
Men can order custom dress shirts in a variety of styles and fits.
Shirts start at $79.99. Jeans are $135, “which isn’t that bad when premium jeans go for $150,” Luber said.
The indi business is doing well with minimal marketing, Luber says,
and sales goals are within reach. “If we sold 10,000 jeans this year,” she
said, “I’d be really happy.”
In between leading her company and coming to work, “where I blink
my eyes and the day is over,” Luber enjoys weekends off, biking along the
Golden Gate Bridge or snowboarding down the mountains of Lake Tahoe.
She also muses about how an international studies student ended up
in the clothing industry.
“Life,” she said, “can take you interesting places.”
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Power Play
WEISBROT AND MACKENZIE REEXAMINE THE 1960S AND
FIND THAT CHANGE MAKERS WEREN’T ALL IN THE STREETS
RICHARD M. PIOUS ’64 REVIEW

The Liberal Hour:
Washington and the Politics of Change in the 1960s
G. Calvin Mackenzie (government) and
Robert Weisbrot (history)
The Penguin Press (2008)

In The Liberal Hour G. Calvin Mackenzie, Goldfarb Family Distinguished Professor of American
Government, and Robert Weisbrot, Christian A.
Johnson Distinguished Teaching Professor of
History, have combined their skills to provide
an intelligent and lucid history of liberal politics
in the 1960s and an incisive exploration of the
governmental mechanisms in Washington, D.C.,
that allowed (after wrenching internal adjustments) and, indeed, guided extraordinary social
and economic changes.
Their argument is ingenious.
The 1960s was a time of extraordinary prosperity (family incomes had doubled since the
end of the Second World War) and mobility (families were moving up socially and out from the
central cities into the suburbs).
The good times were accompanied by problems that had not yet been resolved: prosperity had not yet reached everyone, racial and
gender discrimination remained pervasive, the
schools bulged with the boomers, and the environment was being despoiled. The politics of
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the 1960s, in part led by a
liberal-labor coalition and in part by
the civil rights activists, had as its theme individual self-realization and freedom.
Yet the cultural changes of the 1960s, the
authors argue, were not the main story of the
decade. Instead, it was the professionalization
of reform in the nation’s capital, led by social
scientists, activist lawyers, career officials, and
the journalists and other opinion leaders who
mobilized public opinion and, more importantly,
elected politicians to solve national problems.
For the first time in our nation’s history (with
the possible exception of Hamilton’s economic

program), government action
was due primarily to felt needs of those within the national
government rather than because of entrenched
interest groups, state and local party leaders, or
grassroots movements.
Changes in Congress (revamping the Rules
Committee) provided an opportunity to move
forward with a liberal agenda. A brief change
in party dynamics, with the defeat of Goldwater and the election of more Democrats to Congress, gave President Johnson the opportunity
to complete the Kennedy agenda and pass his

The cultural changes of the 1960s, the authors argue, were not the main
story of the decade. Instead, it was the professionalization of reform in the
nation’s capital, led by social scientists, activist lawyers, career officials, and
the journalists and other opinion leaders who mobilized both public opinion
and, more importantly, elected politicians to solve national problems.

For Colby Colleagues, Collaboration is Part of an Ongoing Conversation
The Liberal Hour marks the first time Cal Mackenzie (government)
and Rob Weisbrot (history) joined forces for a writing project, but it is
not their first collaboration.
“In many ways this book is just a phase in a conversation that has
been going on for decades, which most importantly took place in the
courses we taught together,” Mackenzie said.
The effort that produced what historian and author Doris Kearns
Goodwin ’64 calls “a riveting narrative of one of the most fascinating
decades in American history” was a natural extension of their professional lives at Colby, which included co-teaching a course on modern
American liberalism.
In fact, when Weisbrot was first approached about contributing
to the series, he immediately went from his office in Miller Library to
Mackenzie’s office, then down the hall.
Within a day, the book was taking shape.
“He came back and he said, ‘What we need is a very finely honed
topic,’ recalled Weisbrot. “‘Not a big topic, but something that’s very
sharply defined.’ He suggested the Sixties. Of course that’s something
we both worked on at so many levels over the years. And then he suggested what I think is the central argument of the book. It really came
down to ‘The Insiders Did It.’”
And then they set to arguing their case.
Mackenzie said he has co-written before, sometimes with the coauthors alternating chapters and tacking them together at the end. Not
this time.
Weisbrot and Mackenzie, on sabbatical in New York and China
respectively, exchanged e-mails for six months. Back at Colby they
enlisted student researchers and began the painstaking process

own. Changes in the judiciary (new appointments to the Supreme Court) led to judicial
activism as well as to reapportionment of state
legislatures and Congress that would erode the
power of conservative rural districts.
But it was a liberal “hour,” the authors argue,
because of the cognitive limits of Washingtonbased expertise. Whether it was the war on
poverty or the war in Vietnam, the “best and
brightest” overreached, and their good intentions were not always matched by good results.
Eventually the money ran out as the war drained
the coffers, and Great Society programs were in
for retrenchment. Similarly the war drained Johnson of political capital, and Nixon was narrowly
elected with an agenda quite different from that
of the liberals.
Much of this story has been told elsewhere
in bits and pieces, but Weisbrot and Mackenzie
have put it all together in a masterful synthesis
so we see how each social and economic change
results in new demands, how those demands
stimulate both outside protest movements and

of crafting their analysis of what Weisbrot calls “one of those great
moments in American history, where the people were demanding
things of government and people [in government] were ready to act.”
The process included assigning topics and material for each chapter.
They commented extensively on the other’s drafts until their thoughts
and writing essentially became one. “I was reading through the book
the other day, because I have to do a reading, and it was pretty hard to
remember, ‘Did I write that or did Rob?’” Mackenzie said.
Not that their approaches are similar. Weisbrot jokes about his
angst-ridden view of the writing process: “It’s basically hell on earth.”
But Mackenzie said they were “the perfect couple to do this,
because I wanted to get it done and Rob wanted to get it right.”
Added Weisbrot, “As Cal would remind me from time to time, it
would be valuable to publish this work in our lifetimes.”
In the end they pushed each other to hone their arguments, and
they left sections that did not stand up to the other’s scrutiny on the
cutting-room floor. Mackenzie said Weisbrot was skeptical about the
theory that suburbanization was beneficial to liberals and Democrats.
“I had to keep going back to it and doing the research and sharpening
my case and make that argument stronger,” Mackenzie said. “If I had
been doing this on my own, that argument would not have been as
effectively made.”
Weisbrot said the process was no different from the preparation the
two do when teaching. “Our business is testing arguments, sharpening
arguments, forcing students to make a better case, and leading them
more and more deeply into a subject,” he said. “When we were doing
the book, the same thing came into play. … We both had the same
sense that the more we were tested, the better.” —Gerry Boyle ’78

insider politics, and how the insiders are able
to respond with institutional changes and substantive policy. Especially useful are thumbnail
sketches of many of the unsung policy entrepreneurs in the cabinet and the middle levels of the
administration, such as Wilbur Cohen and Robert
Lampman. Nothing actually happens without dedicated men and women who combine a passion
for justice and fairness with the expertise about
governance necessary to move the nation.
One aspect of the story usually not mentioned at all (or else given short shrift) is covered here comprehensively, and that is the
environmental depredations and the response
in the late 1950s through the late 1960s. Analyzing foreign affairs, the authors similarly go
beyond standard treatments. For example, they
expertly handle Johnson’s decision to escalate
the war in Vietnam, and they put it into the
context of liberals’ belief in the beneficence of
American power.
Mackenzie and Weisbrot provide a healthy
dose of skepticism regarding two truisms.

First, they claim that the influence of social
movements on national policymaking is overrated. In this effort, one suspects they would
probably have agreed with Hillary Clinton, when
she pointed out that without LBJ’s efforts there
would have been no Civil Rights Act or Voting
Rights Act, rather than with her critics, who
claimed that she was minimizing the key role of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and “the Movement.”
In a chapter mainly devoted to civil rights, the
authors link the social movement on the outside with the gamesmanship of Kennedy and
Johnson on the inside, and they come up with a
balanced account, giving credit where it is due
but also pointing out that subsequent violence
in cities (due to police brutality during “long hot
summers” and after the assassination of Dr.
King) significantly eroded white support for civil
rights initiatives.
The authors also are skeptical about the
expertise of the policy entrepreneurs in domestic wars (such as the war on poverty) and foreign wars (such as Vietnam). The experts did

Watch Cal Mackenzie and Rob Weisbrot talk about the Sixties and JFK.
www.colby.edu/mag, keyword: jfk
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We see how each social and economic change results in new
demands, how those demands stimulate both outside protest
movements and insider politics, and how the insiders are able to
respond with institutional changes and substantive policy.

not always have good data, they relied on untested theories,
and, once legislation was passed, the White House and Congress gave issues involving implementation little attention,
at least until backlashes in public opinion caused legislators
to reduce or drop their support for Great Society initiatives.
There were two places in this book where I wished the
authors had gone deeper. First, in the discussion of the
Cuban missile crisis, their account does not delve into the
question of whether Kennedy made an explicit deal with
Khrushchev that removal of the missiles in Cuba would be followed by
removal of American missiles in Turkey and Italy or whether Bobby Kennedy simply left it as a vague commitment. The answer would help us to
understand whether the crisis was settled through crisis management
involving the credible threat of force or through political horse trading
after crisis management methods failed.
Second, in discussing Johnson’s escalation of the Vietnam War, the
authors do not examine whether Johnson’s policy involved incremental
escalations resulting in a “quagmire” or whether he deliberately deceived
the American people (and Congress) by deciding on a massive escalation
over the summer of 1965 and then implementing it in a series of small

steps. Is a president deceived as events unfold, or does he create the
deception? This is a central issue in the study of the presidency, as we
are reminded when trying to assess George W. Bush’s decision making
about weapons of mass destruction in the run-up to the war in Iraq.
These quibbles aside, this is a splendid work and an absorbing read.
The Liberal Hour gives us both the macro-trends of America in the 1960s
and the microanalysis of Washington policymaking in one coherent narrative that truly defines the promise of American liberalism—and explains
why the liberal hour was cut short.
Richard M. Pious ’64 is the Adolph and Effie Ochs Professor of American Studies at Barnard College.

recent releases
Every Last Cuckoo
Kate Maloy ’67
Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill (2008)
A love story that spans a lifetime, this novel is told
through Sarah Lucas, 75 and newly widowed. The
story ranges from the revisited past, when love
was tender, to the present, when Sarah’s newly
empty home becomes a haven for an unlikely
but rejuvenating group of displaced relatives and
acquaintances. Maloy’s novel moves with purpose
and grace, and it ultimately finds its way to the
place where memories meld to tell us who we are
and even leave us in wonder.
Branding Only Works on Cattle
Jonathan Salem Baskin ’82
Business Plus (2008)
What do the GEICO cavemen and the Burger King mascot have in
common? They don’t work, says branding expert Baskin. In this provocative book Baskin rattles the foundations of marketing, saying
the millions of dollars spent on creative and cool advertising may
be money wasted. What does work? Not catchy taglines, but careful
consideration of consumer behavior and marketing strategies that
affect it, from distribution to customer service. “Clearly Baskin is
onto something,” said Advertising Age.
Great Ancient China Project You Can Build Yourself
By Lance Kramer; illustrated by Steven Weinberg ’06
Nomad Press (2008)
A handbook that teaches readers 9 and up about ancient China—and
offers projects from building a Chinese compass to how to construct
a house with proper feng shui.
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Fisherman’s Bend
Linda Greenlaw ’83
Hyperion (2008)
Adventure number two for Greenlaw’s mystery-solving heroine, Jane
Bunker, who has a knack for unearthing trouble—even on the high
seas. This time the adventure begins with a lobster boat circling with
no one aboard, more than enough to pique investigator Bunker’s
interest—and to net the reader.
Carlos Is Gonna Get It!
Kevin Emerson ’96
Arthur A. Levine Books, Scholastic (2008)
In this novel for young adults, former schoolteacher Emerson, also the author of the Oliver
Nocturne young-adult series, paints a poignantly
real portrait of seventh-grade pariah Carlos and
his classmates’ scheme to make him pay. Narrator
Trina has qualms, though, and when the plan goes
awry there are lessons to be learned for those who
are ready.
Sophocles Electra
Hanna M. Roisman (classics)
Focus (2008)
Roisman’s latest is a fresh and contemporary translation of the Greek
tragedy about matricide. Included are extensive notes that put the
play in the cultural context of its time. Roisman notes that, though
this was the first play she read in Greek, each reading provokes, challenges, and intrigues her. This book is intended to do the same for
students and non-academics.

JOURNEYMAN
FOR THE RED SOX FRONT OFFICE,
KEN NIGRO ’60 IS THE GO-TO VETERAN

KEVIN ROUSSEAU STORY    MARY SCHWALM ’99 PHOTO

His Boston Red Sox business card says he
is “Consultant-Director, Fantasy Camp/Cruise.”
But don’t let the card fool you. When it comes
to Major League Baseball, Ken Nigro ’60 is
plugged in.
“He completely hides how connected and
influential he is,” said Charles Steinberg, former
Red Sox executive vice president for public
affairs, now with the Dodgers. “He’s like the
wealthy woman who dresses in rags because
she doesn’t want you to know she’s rich.”
Nigro’s riches have come over a long baseball career, half of it spent covering the sport
as a writer for the Baltimore Sun and half spent
working for the Baltimore Orioles and Red Sox.
“He’s been a jack of all trades in the baseball
world for many years including spring training,
fantasy camp, media relations, public relations,”
said Larry Lucchino, Red Sox president and chief
executive officer. “He’s a seasoned veteran.”
Like the old-timer in the bullpen, Nigro is the
wise sage in a front office known for its youth. In
fact he’s been around baseball as long as many
of his Red Sox colleagues (including Galen Carr
’97 and Brian O’Halloran ’93) have been alive.
“I’ve been fortunate to be around some of
the greats, like Earl Weaver, and to see players
like Koufax, Mantle, and Mays,” Nigro said.
And it almost didn’t happen.
Nigro came to Colby from New Jersey as
a 100-pound asthmatic freshman, hoping to
benefit from Maine’s clean air. He put on 40
pounds, he recalls, and was in the minority for
the time as a guy who didn’t join a fraternity.
(“They called us GDIs. Goddamn Independents.
We were like outcasts,” he said, during an interview in the press box at Fenway Park.)
He majored in Spanish, which still comes
in handy when he works at Red Sox camps in
the Dominican Republic, but back then he was
unsure what to do after graduation. Ironically, a

Ken Nigro ’60 with Boston Globe columnist Dan Shaughnessy at Fenway Park.

failed job interview set him on the right course.
Nigro was interviewing at an insurance company in New Jersey when the interviewer stopped
him. “He said, ‘You don’t want to work here. Let
me ask you something. If you could do one thing
that you wanted, what would you do?’”
Nigro remembers his reply, “I have some
interest in maybe becoming a sportswriter,” he
said. The interviewer countered with, “Then why
don’t you do it?”
He did, first at the Long Branch (N.J.) Daily
Record and the Hagerstown Morning Herald
before landing a job at the Baltimore Sun. He
stayed for 17 years. “I was doing what I wanted
to do,” Nigro said. “I would wake up every morning and couldn’t wait to get to work.”
And Nigro was a great reporter, said Boston
Globe sports columnist Dan Shaughnessy, who
started his career at the Sun in the 1970s. In
fact, to this day, Shaughnessy credits Nigro with
teaching him the core values of their craft.
“He was fearless and not afraid of the consequences of what people would think,” Shaughnessy said. “He would protect sources.” And
the veteran offered his protégé valuable advice:
“Never touch the players’ food, respect their
space, don’t become buddies with them.”
In 1982, after a dozen years covering the Orioles, Nigro literally joined the club, in public relations. After a year with the Orioles, he went to
work for George Steinbrenner as the New York
Yankees’ director of public relations. In 1984,
like a journeyman ballplayer, Nigro returned
to the Orioles, and when Larry Lucchino and
Charles Steinberg left the San Diego Padres for
Boston, Nigro joined them.
“He has a certain track record of reliability,
and he’s a source of a lot of general ideas with
regard to on-field and off-the-field activities
because he’s been around the game for thirtyfive years,” Lucchino said.

The secret to longevity, as in life, may be
finding your calling and sticking with it. “It’s
what I’ve always done,” Nigro said, as the game
got underway on the Fenway green below.

FOOTBALL’S NEW START
It was an auspicious start for the Mules
at the Harold Alfond Stadium as Colby upset Middlebury, the 2007 New England
Small College Conference football champion, 24-19, in the first game played on
the new synthetic turf field, Sept. 27.
The $6-million project includes a
Field Turf surface, identical to the field
the New England Patriots play on in their
home stadium, an upgraded NCAA-standard track, new lighting, and raised embankments to reduce wind.
The new facilities are named for the
late Harold Alfond, renowned philanthropist and Colby benefactor.
The new surface, which was designed
to accommodate soccer and lacrosse as
well as football, is expected to reduce
injuries and reduce maintenance costs.
But it also may have some Colby mojo.
Coming off what could have been a
dispiriting loss at Williams, Colby came back
with a vengeance against Middlebury.
Colby led from the outset, eventually
opening up a 24-6 lead on a balanced
rushing and passing attack and mistakeforcing defense. Middlebury rebounded in
the final 10 minutes, scoring twice, but
Colby held on. “It was a great win for our
football program,” head coach Ed Mestieri told The Colby Echo. “Middlebury was
a good football team and we beat them in
all three phases of the game.”
For more fall sports coverage go to
www.colby.edu/athletics.
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alumni at large

Alumni Trustee Nominees
The Nominating Committee of the Alumni
Council has nominated three alumni trustees
with terms to begin at Commencement 2009.
Dilan V.K. Siritunga ’92 came to Colby
from Sri Lanka. He is a senior managing director at Atticus Capital, a leading private
investment management firm that invests in
global securities markets on behalf of major
institutions, endowments, pension funds, and
private investors. At Colby Siritunga majored
in economics, played in the varsity squash
team, and graduated cum laude. He is also a
graduate of the Harvard Business School.
Robert Hoopes ’89, is president of VOX

Global Mandate, a strategic advocacy and
communications firm offering a bipartisan approach to issues advocacy at the local, state,
and national levels. An expert on public affairs and issue advocacy, Hoopes has been
active in electoral politics for 20 years, beginning in in 1987 when he worked for Senator Joseph Biden’s presidential campaign in
New Hampshire. He majored in government
and earned a master’s degree from George
Washington University. Hoopes is in his second year as president of the Alumni Council,
is an overseer, and is a member of the Goldfarb Center’s Washington Liaison Board. He

20s/30s milestones
Deaths: Faith D. Waterman ’27, July 15, 2008, in New York, N.Y., at

102. v Frances E. Thayer ’30, June 21, 2008, in Waterville, Maine,
at 98. v Arthur B. Wein ’35, August 14, 2008, in Bethesda, Md., at
94. v E. Donald Rogers ’38, December 24, 2007, in Middlebury,
Conn., at 91. v S. Althea Webber Brown ’39, July 15, 2008, in
Homosassa, Fla., at 91.

40 My name for us is the Inevi-

table Triumphirate and we march,
and sometimes we stumble, at the
very end of the parade of classes
during Reunion Weekend. We are
Doris Rose Hopengarten, Alleen
Thompson, and me. Y During the
parade this year we talked about
two classmates: Art Thompson,
who reportedly promised Doris that
he will attend our 70th reunion in
2010, and Bob Bruce, from whom
we had no recent news. Sadly, Bob
died May 27, only 11 days before
we talked about him at reunion. His
demise was called to my attention by
Betty Sweetser Baxter ’41, who sent
me Bob’s obituary. Bob’s wife, Olga,
and their three children survive.
—Ernie Marriner

42 George Parker continues

to be active and spends six months
each year on Anna Maria Island on
the west coast of Florida. He bicycles
every day and is president of his condo
association. He still owns a condo and
three houses.

44 Reunion Weekend 2008 was

delightful. Getting together was easy
and special in the magnificent Schair42 COLBY / FALL 2008

Swenson-Watson Alumni Center.
Unfortunately only Tim (Efthim)
Economu, Bob St. Pierre, Harold
Joseph, and JoJo Pitts McAlary were
present. Y A letter from Dick Jones
told of the great joy that he and his
wife, Thelma, had in holding their
first great-grandchild, Amilie Hopkins. Y Barbara Baylis Primiano
had visited Nan Grahn Christensen
in Florida, and they were hoping
the class would get together for our
65th reunion next June. Barbara still
works three mornings a week. Y
Judy (Corinne) Jones Zimmerman,
who lives in Burlington, Vt., and her
husband have celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary. They have
a grandson recently married and
another grandson who graduated
from college last June. She started
working on her genealogy and finds
it very interesting. Y Ed and Lois
Peterson Johnson have cut back on
their travels this year. No Florida
and no Maine. Last summer they
had a family gathering in Basking
Springs, Pa., where their grandson (a
graduate of Emerson College) played
Will Parker in Oklahoma! When their
family gets together there are 19 of
them. Lois and Ed are still in good

is married to Hillary Barnes Hoopes ’89.
Joshua C. Woodfork ’97 is assistant professor of American studies at Skidmore College
in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. He was an AfricanAmerican studies and American studies major
and was president of the Student Government
Association. Woodfork received a master’s degree from Michigan State and his Ph.D. in American studies from the University of Maryland,
College Park. His scholarly interests and teaching center on U.S. history, ethnography, autobiography, cultural studies, multiraciality, African
Americans, whiteness, and social justice. He
has been a Colby overseer since 2001.

health. Y Bob St. Pierre now lives
year round in Brunswick, Maine,
closer to his son, Mike, and his
daughter in Vermont. Y JoJo traveled
in May to Scotland, where it was fair
every day, flowers in bloom, gorgeous
scenery, and more sheep than people.
— JoJo Pitts McAlary

46 It doesn’t seem possible that

so many years have gone by. The
reunion for our class from 62 years
ago was interesting, and the College
did well for us. My daughter, Donna,
my grandson Mark, 16, and his friend
went with me and were helpful. We
had a super time. The boys took a
college tour as they would like to go
to Colby. We took part in the parade
of classes, with the boys and Jean
O’Brien Perkins’s grandsons carrying the 1946 flag. An alumni awards
program followed, with alumni
volunteers receiving recognition.
Many were in our original class but
graduated later because of the war.
Kaye Monaghan Corey ’43 received
a special award—she and her husband, Nels, are still handsome. The
College received $36 million from
all the classes, and the percentage of
givers was high. The lobster bake and
barbecue were fun. In attendance for
our class were Jean O’Brien Perkins,
Marie Jones Nye, and Mary Young.
There was a special dinner for the
50-plus classmates, and Sunday was
another good breakfast followed by
the Boardman Memorial Service,
where my Chuck’s name (Charles
Dudley ’45) was listed along with

Hilda Robertson Lyons and Dick
Billings ’48, Norma Taraldsen
Billing’s husband. If I left someone
out, please excuse me. Jean was there
with her daughter, Kate, and two
grandsons. Y Faye O’Leary Hafford
wrote another book, Under the Pages,
which tells about how the library in
Allagash (now named after her) got
started, the 10 years since, and stories
over the years. Y Anne Lawrence
Bondy wrote that her husband, Gene,
is not well and we are sad about that.
Y Hannah Karp Laipson might have
given up teaching at the senior school
(WISE) where she taught literature
since retiring. Y My best to you
all and God be with you. —Shirley
Martin Dudley

47 Last May Arnie Kiessling

Wills and her husband shipped their
1941 Lincoln Cabriolet to Basel, Switzerland, and joined 21 other old cars
for a five-country caravan in Europe,
arranged by the Classic Car Club
of America. Driving or riding in an
old car is different than in a modern
one—the hills are steeper, the roads
are narrower, and there’s no power
steering. And when onlookers shouted
to them, they never knew if the car
attracted attention or if the back end
was on fire! It was quite an adventure,
made more enjoyable by the fact that
they had no breakdowns in 1,500 miles
over three and a half weeks.

48 Mike and Kay Weisman Jaffe

had a lovely couple of weeks in France
this spring (except for the exchange

rate). Y We attended Colby’s commencement and then returned two
weeks later for David’s 60th reunion.
Although the Class of 1948 did not
have a large crowd, we had a good
time now that we are classified as
“Golden Mules.” On Friday we
participated in the golf tournament
at the Belgrade Lakes Golf Course.
It was in the 50s and rainy. There
were 60 or more golfers, and most
finished the 18 holes, although the
weather was just awful. Dorothy
received a prize for the longest ball
for a woman on one of the holes.
Friday evening we attended a dinner
for the Willows Society. The Willows
Society honors alumni and friends
who support Colby through gift
annuities, charitable trust arrangements, estate plans, or wills. There
was a large crowd that filled Roberts
dining hall. On Saturday there was
the traditional parade of classes
followed by presentations in the
gymnasium for outstanding service
and announcements of the fundrais-

ing by each reunion class. Then we
adjourned to the field house for the
traditional lobster bake. Throughout
the weekend were interesting lectures
by faculty and alumni. There was a
book signing by Colby authors and
events at the art museum. There was
a preview of the upcoming Alumni
College. There was so much taking
place it was difficult to decide which
event to attend. On Saturday night
the Golden Mules had cocktails and
dinner in Dana Hall. The oldest
classes represented were 1932 and
1935. President Bro Adams dropped
by and addressed the group. Our
Class of ’48 attendees were Harold
and Peg Clark Atkins, Albert and
Marianna Nutter Wyer, Carol
Stoll Baker, Fran Hyde Stephan,
Paul Solomon, Millie Hammond
Bauer, Ann Mc Alary Sevrens,
Ruth Barron Lunder, accompanied
by her two daughters, and Dorothy
and David Marson. As you can see,
those that could not attend missed a
great weekend. There is always the

30s-50s newsmakers
Louis Rancourt ’36, Robert Tonge ’49,
Robert A. Marden ’50, and George Terry
III ’52 were honored with the dedication of
a plaque and planting of five maple trees in
Waterville’s South End. The plaque recognizes 50 years of service to the Waterville
Rotary Club. v Cofounder of the Cambridge Senior Volunteer Clearinghouse
Beverly Benner Cassara ’47 received the
first volunteer service award named in her
honor—the Beverly Benner Cassara Award.
Beverly Benner
The clearinghouse advocates “productive
Cassara ’47
aging” by facilitating matches between
organizations and senior volunteers, as well as sponsoring workshops
and networking events.

40s milestones
Deaths: E. Robert Bruce ’40, May 27, 2008, in Watertown, Conn.,

at 93. v Jean Coyle Delaney ’41, June 22, 2008, in Niantic, Conn.,
at 88. v Ruth “Bonnie” Roberts Hathaway ’41, June 19, 2008,
in Fort Myers, Fla., at 89. v Linwood E. Palmer Jr. ’42, July 24,
2008, in Dover-Foxcroft, Maine, at 86. v Patricia Ford Ellis ’43,
June 12, 2008, in Lakeland, Fla., at 85. v Herbert S. Robison ’43,
June 26, 2008, in Virginia Beach, Va., at 87. v William P. Hancock
Jr. ’44, July 6, 2008, in Cape Neddick, Maine, at 86. v N. Douglas
MacLeod Jr. ’44, July 6, 2008, in Bristol, R.I., at 87. v Philip J.
Boyne ’46, June 9, 2008, in Loma Linda, Calif., at 84. v Norman
D. Meyers ’46, August 10, 2008, in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., at
83. v Stanley H. Levine ’47, August 16, 2008, in Kirkland, Wash.,
at 85. v Bradley C. Maxim ’47, May 16, 2008, in Austin, Texas,
at 86. v Frances E. Whitehill ’48, May 23, 2008, in Milwaukie,
Ore., at 81. v Eleanor Ackerman Brainard ’49, August 13, 2008,
in Westbrook, Conn., at 80.

65th, so plan ahead! —David and
Dorothy Marson

49 On June 7 Hope “Toby”

Harvey Graf and I made our annual
trek to the Colby Reunion. The usual
locals were there: John Appleton,
Walter Borucki, Jinny Young Ellis,
Ruth Endy Endicott Freeman, Lou
Roberts Friberg, Charlie Rastelli,
and Bob Tonge. Most of us enjoyed
the customary lobster bake. Toby and
I perused the bookstore in Roberts
and then went to the new addition
in Cotter Union and peered through
the doors at the new bookstore that
was due to open the next week. A vast
improvement! We went to one of the
mini-lectures that afternoon—an
amusing and informative hour spent
with Linda Greenlaw ’83, niece of
Charlie Greenlaw ’50. Y Since the
last column I have been on a tour of
the Canadian Rockies sponsored by
the retirement community in which
I live. We flew to Calgary and then
bused to Lake Louise and Banff, the
Athabasca Glacier, and the Columbia
Icefields. The most fun for me was
the two days on the train from Banff
to Vancouver. The icing on the cake
was a day in Victoria and a visit to the
Butchart Gardens. Y Remember, June
2009 is our 60th reunion. Put it on
your calendars now. In the meantime,
send me your news, even if you think
it’s not important! —Anne Eustis

50 Allen Pease received the first

copies of the book he was inspired to
write while researching the genealogy
of his extended family. Volume one of
Chronicles of a Maine Family personalizes the story of his family and country
from 1600 to 1968 through the prism
of our nation’s quest for freedom, land,
and opportunity, emphasizing economic, political, and cultural changes.
“Now, thanks to the computer and
Internet,” says Allen, “I’m researching and writing volume two.” Y Last
spring Alice Jennings Castelli and
her friend Bob went on a lovely trip to
Denmark and Norway. Bob is fluent
in Danish as well as Norwegian, so
the language was not an issue. “We
were impressed with all the people in
Copenhagen who commute to work on
bicycles,” writes Alice. “There are well
organized bike paths where bicyclists
had the right of way and reminded us
pedestrians with their bicycle bells.”
Bob and Alice explored a number of
castles in and outside of Copenhagen,
including a brief glimpse of Kronborg
Castle, better known as Elsinor, the

1920s-30s-40s Correspondents

1920s-30s, 1941, 1942,
1943, 1945, 1947
c/o Meg Bernier Boyd
Colby College
Office of Alumni Relations
Waterville, ME 04901
207-859-4312
classnews1941@alum.colby.edu
classnews1942@alum.colby.edu
classnews1943@alum.colby.edu
classnews1945@alum.colby.edu
classnews1947@alum.colby.edu
1940
Ernest C. Marriner Jr.
10 Walnut Drive
Augusta, ME 04330-6032
207-623-0543
classnews1940@alum.colby.edu
1944
Josephine Pitts McAlary
131 Russell Avenue
Rockport, ME 04856
classnews1944@alum.colby.edu
1946
Shirley Martin Dudley
639-C Fairmont Avenue
Safety Harbor, FL 34695
727-726-4116
classnews1946@alum.colby.edu
1948
David and Dorothy Marson
164 Commodore Drive
Jupiter, FL 33477
561-575-2967
classnews1948@alum.colby.edu
1949
Anne Hagar Eustis
24 Sewall Lane
Topsham, ME 04086
207-729-0395
classnews1949@alum.colby.edu
setting for Shakespeare’s Hamlet.
“Norway was spectacular, especially
the Sognfjord Fjord, the longest
(120 miles) among many gorgeous
fjords, which certainly lived up to
our expectations. Unusually warm
and sunny weather the whole trip.”
—Betsy (Dudie) Jennings Maley

51 Thanks to all the great class-

mates of ’51. Walt Russell sent me
the picture and details of the June
reunion. I wish we had a bigger turnout, but our numbers are dwindling
and we all see competition for our
time. Our class had one of the highest rates of support for the Colby
Fund: 78 percent. However, I want
us all to find a way to give so we can
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alumni at large
have the highest percentage of all
classes—because we are the best.
Just participate. It doesn’t matter how
much you can give, just participate.
Many of us are in the “will-making
class,” so we could all participate
by leaving something to Colby. Y
George Wales is using his skills as a
carpenter to create fine furniture. Call
him if you need a four-poster bed. Y
Ted Shiro teaches tennis at a camp
in the Waterville area. And I saw his
skill last winter in Naples. He’s still
a great athlete and competitor. Sadly,
Ted’s wife, Arden, passed away a few
months ago. They were a dedicated
couple. Y George Giffin was pleased
and awed to read the names of members of our class who still maintain
membership in the Colby C Club.
“That Maine air must have been good
for us,” he writes. George teaches
ballroom dancing at a local school
system, which is a great way to stay
young. He works with fifth graders,
where the challenge is to get them to
touch one another! But he also teaches
seventh graders, who have found that
touching isn’t so bad after all. He has
also worked with 39 former students
for their wedding dance. George’s
wife’s cousin has a condo 25 yards
from the gulf in Naples, Fla., which
they use in February. They had Dick
Birch and his wife visit. George will
try to contact other Colbyites in the
area next spring. Y John Linscott’s
band, Mainestream Jazzmasters,
has played in Portland, Maine, with
keyboardist Peter Merrill ’57. John’s
short play, A Coffee Break, was selected
by Art of the Play and was performed
in August at the Norman Rockwell
Festival in Kennebunk. His play was
selected out of numerous submissions,
all inspired by a Saturday Evening
Post cover. Y After her annual trip to
Bermuda, Nancy Nilson Archibald
hopes to downsize. If the market
cooperates, she’ll sell her house and
move to a condo in the next town. She
plans to travel to Arizona with her
husband, Bob, for a board meeting
of a bullfight aficionados club, which
Bob founded in 1964. Nancy spent two
weeks in northern Maine with Nancy
Fischer Lowrey ’54 in a log cabin on
Portage Lake, where they kayaked,
swam, golfed, and ate plenty. Y Please
e-mail me if you see or hear from any
classmates. Let’s stay in touch. All the
best of good health and life’s best to
all. —Chet Harrington

52

We re c ei ved ver y n ic e
news about Art White, who was
44 COLBY / FALL 2008

50s milestones
Deaths: James E. Fraser ’50, August 28, 2008, Williamsburg, Va.,

at 80. v William E. McDonnell ’50, October 21, 2007, in Clinton,
Conn., at 83. v Winston C. Oliver ’50, June 17, 2008, in Arlington,
Va., at 82. v Thurlo A. Russell ’50, November 14, 2007, in Scottsdale,
Ariz., at 80. v Charles R. Anderson ’53, July 5, 2008, in South
Yarmouth, Mass., at 88. v Dorothy J. Nyman ’54, June 14, 2005, in
Euclid, Ohio, at 72. v Theodore J. Turchon ’54, March 23, 2008,
in Orlando, Fla., at 76. v Peter P. Parsons ’55, August 26, 2008,
in Worcester, Mass., at 74. v George A. Yorks ’55, December 12,
2007, in Framingham, Mass., at 74. v Robert L. Carver ’56, March
15, 2004, in Lancaster, N.Y., at 70. v Charles B. Rice ’56, August 4,
2008, in Little Compton, R.I., at 73. v Joan Siranosian Shaw ’57,
July 3, 2008, in Falmouth, Mass., at 72. v Charles G. Boehm ’59,
July 1, 2008, in Falmouth, Maine, at 75. v Frederick M. Brodie
’59, June 26, 2006, in Barefoot Bay, Fla., at 70.

honored at the Hotchkiss School,
which named a new common room for
him. Hearty congratulations, Art! Y
Tim Terry wrote, “Natalie and I are
still working and enjoying our gardening. She teaches at Sugarloaf (39
years) and received life membership
to PSIA (instructors’ organization).
Last year our first granddaughter
graduated from Colby and is now
doing the Appalachian Trail. Second
granddaughter finished this year
and is running a survival program
for an organization here in Maine.
First grandson is running a program
at sea for a research program after
attending Maine Maritime. Second
grandson graduated from UMaine
in Farmington and is building postand-beam frames for buildings.” How
proud you must be, Tim. Y Nelson
Beveridge ’53 sent a letter with news
of Wes Hayes, who was installed into
the Newton, Mass., Athletic Hall of
Fame, in recognition of his athletic/
citizenship contribution to the school
and community. Nelson added, “Wes
can still shoot his age in golf.” On a
sadder note, Wes’ wife, Joan, died
from complications of Alzheimer’s.
Some of you may remember that Wes
and Joan ran the sandwich concession
that served all Colby dorms every
evening. Y Dave Crocket spent the
summer at his cabin in Madison,
N.H., going to car shows with his
Model-A Fords. He hoped to take
the Cat ferry from Portland, Maine,
to Nova Scotia with his daughter
and granddaughter who were visiting
from Tokyo. Y Bill Taylor had plans
to head out of San Diego to Newport,
R.I., for his 60th high school reunion
at the end of July. Y Janet Hewins’s
news is about travel, “including two
recent trips to South America—last

September an Amazon River trip
and trek to Machu Picchu, and then
in January to the Galapagos Islands.
I’m now at home in San Francisco
rejoicing in the recent California State
Supreme Court decision supporting marriage equality and, in June,
attending a wedding in the city hall
rotunda.” * Edie Carpenter Sweeney
wrote, “Our big travel plan for the
summer is a trip to Washington, D.C.
Arthur and I will travel by bus from
Portland, Maine, to Boston, transferring to the Acela high speed train to
D.C. I’m really excited—I’m sick of
the airlines! While there, Arthur and
I will go to the Library of Congress
and give them a copy of Arthur’s book,
A Story of a Bombardier, WWII. Y So
that’s the ’52 news. Thanks to those
of you who took the time to share. I
hope the fall is good to you all. —Jan
“Sandy” Pearson Anderson

53

I really missed attending
Reunion Weekend in June. I had a
couple of notes from others who could
not make it this time either. Ginnie
Falkenbury Aronson’s granddaughter graduated from Hampshire College and her grandson plays football
for Elon University. She still loves
to travel and went to Guatemala
this summer. Anita Schlosser Mac
Intyre was unable to attend reunion
as she was recuperating from a spinal
operation in Boston. She’ll visit her
daughter on the Isle of Wight this
fall. Y Thanks to Nelson Beveridge,
Priscilla Eaton Billington, and Nan
Murray Lasbury for sending details
about the attendees and the whole
reunion experience. They mentioned
the parade with the ’53 banner held by
Chase and Nan Murray Lasbury and
Loretta Mearns Setter. Priscilla said

they looked pretty spiffy in their straw
hats, envied by other Colby alumni.
Carolyn English Caci said there were
about 30 classmates at reunion. Carolyn and Priscilla participated in an oral
history of the old campus with current
students who were interviewing. The
young students were surprised by the
archaic rules of the ’50s. Mimi Price
Patten picked up Loretta Mearns
Setter in Portland and they had a
great trip to campus catching up on
all the years between 1953 and 2008.
Nelly said the class was treated like
royalty throughout the weekend with
great breakfasts, lunches, and dinners.
President Adams gave an inspirational
speech at the Willows Society dinner
about the College’s goals. Our class
gift participation was second with 70
percent. Nan and Chase did a great job
organizing the whole weekend. They
acknowledged the fundraising efforts
of Tommi Thompson Staples and
Ginnie Falkenbury Aronson. Joan
Rooney Barnes attended. She now
lives in a Scarborough, Maine, retirement community close to the beaches.
Quinn and Ruth Sheehan Bersani
also live in a senior community called
Lyndon Pond in Peabody, Mass.
Helen Koniares Cleaves arrived the
second day with her husband. She still
has her successful real estate business
in the Falmouth, Maine, area. Ed
Fraktman attended and is still active
in community affairs in Newton,
Mass. John Lee was there, entertaining classmates with his never-ending
stories. Nancy Pratley Wathen says
she still runs her own travel agency.
Harris O’Brasky retired from T.J.
Maxx as one of the original managers of that company. Peter Perry
moonlights as master of ceremonies
for various social functions in Maine
and sampled some of his stories for
classmates. Colette and George
Pirie continue to travel the world.
George rents his condo in Hawaii by
shares sold over the Internet. George
represented our class at the reunion
golf tournament in the rain. Loretta
“Rex” Mearns Setter told classmates
that she had a close brush with the
California wildfires in the San Diego
area. Al Sprague came even though
he attended Colby only one year.
He remains close to the Class of ’53
after graduating from RPI and from
New York University. He resides on
Long Island. Sandy (Pearson ’52) and
Chuck Anderson were unable to
attend as Chuck was convalescing at a
rehabilitation center on the Cape. He
was really missed. We received the sad

news that Chuck passed away July 5
from lung disease. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to Sandy and her family.
Y Others who attended Reunion
2008 were: Web Anderson, Electra
Paskalides Coumou, Bob Grindle,
Ross Holt, Mildred Thornhill
Reynolds, Al Sprague, Carol Carlson Van Alstyne, Paul Wescott, and
Carolyn Doe Woznick. —Barbara
Easterbrooks Mailey

54 I have lots of news for this
report. Thanks to everyone who
replied. Y Sue Johnson took her
first trip to Paris this April. In October 2007 she was part of a group of
Colby/Bates/Hamilton alumni who
took the Odyssey’s “Blue Voyage” to
Turkey, a fabulous trip that was also
taken by Dick Leerburger. Y Freeman Sleeper’s new e-mail address
is isleep1@gmail.com. Y Lindon
Christie is doing well. He passes
time watching the berries grow and
recently completed a biannual flight
review. If any classmate is in the
Brooklin, Maine, area he would be
happy to give a ride for viewing the
greater Bar Harbor region. Y Jan
Holland Smith sent a nice photograph taken on a Colby in China trip
of her and her husband with Chuck
’53 and Joyce Whitham Spencer.
Y Ben and Diane Stowell Duce
continue to enjoy retirement and
their six grandchildren, ages 6 to
21. Each year they participate in the
July Alumni College. Ben is active in
his community’s American Legion
and Diane contributes many hours
to the local veterans agent office. Y
Judy Thompson Lowe keeps busy
doing precinct grunt work for the
Democrats, working as a docent for
the Museum of Natural History,
and participating in the usual books
clubs. She has to endure endless rehab
sessions for a femur fractured last
summer. Recent short trips include
Caneel Bay, Washington, D.C., to
catch up with friends from U.N. days,
and the Big Apple to savor some big
city life. Y Mary and Herb Adams
had a delightful two weeks in Ireland,
where they heard a lot about Brendan
Behan, whom Herb remembers arriving at the Waterville train station for
his visit to Colby. The report is that
golf was great. Y Anne and I hosted,
for a night, Mark Sleeper, son of
Freeman Sleeper and Sue Johnson,
when he passed through Lakeville
on his through hike of the Appalachian Trail. Y Amory Lovins, who
received an honorary degree from
Colby in May, was a student of mine

when I taught at the Amherst (Mass.)
Regional High School in the early
’60s. Y Judy Jenkins Totman, who
is doing a yeoman’s (yeowoman’s?)
job for our class and Colby, informed
me of the death of Ted Turchon. Y
Since our 55th reunion is less than
a year away, I hope every member of
the class is budgeting a gift to the
College so that we will become the
first class ever to have a 100-percent
giving rate. That would be one for
the books! —Art Eddy

55 It is finally glorious summer

here in Maine after a long and snowy
winter! The skiers, snowboarders,
and snowmobilers were ecstatic, but
most of us had enough by May. Y
From Houlton, Maine, (real snow
country) comes news of Frank Dunn,
who received the Life Achievement
Award from the Houlton Chamber
of Commerce. Frank returned to his
hometown, following graduation
from Colby and service in the Air
Force, to join the family business
and has been extremely active in his
community over the years. Congratulations! Y Kathie Flynn Carrigan,
our class president, is always a great
cheerleader for Colby. She writes
how thrilled she is for the extraordinary gift of American art that
Peter ’56 and Paula Crane Lunder
gave to the College, and thanks the
Joe Boulos ’68 family for the gift to
provide grants instead of loans to
Maine students. The College has
taken that decision another step to
provide all students that same financial aid. Kathie keeps in close touch
with Dottie Dunn Northcott, Jo
Bailey Campbell, Carol Dauphinee
Keene Cooper, Babs Burg King,
and Barb Ayers Haslam, who wrote
that she had a great trip to England
over Thanksgiving 2007 to visit her
oldest granddaughter, who was on a
semester-abroad program and proved
a first-class tour guide. Y Lou Zambello planned a mini reunion of ATO
brothers in August with Bill Rosen,
Bill Wyman ’56, Super Ganem, Gil
Alfano, Sel Staples, Dave Roberts,
Don Rice ’56, Don Moore, Whitey
Thurston ’54, Ed Fraktman ’53,
Payson Saywer, and John Dutton,
who flew in from California and said,
“I’ll have to crash and burn before
missing this reunion. You just don’t
have a better brother than Lou, blood
or fraternal.” Lou is the catalyst in
keeping the fraternal bonds strong! Y
Paul and Germaine Michaud Orloff
have moved to Highland Green in
Topsham, Maine. They enjoy the

activities and attend functions at
nearby Bowdoin College. “We’ll
never change our Colby allegiance,”
says Germaine. They miss their lake
home, but the ocean is close by. If
you’re in the area, stop by. Y Dottie
Couillard Carlson says retirement is
great. She teaches water aerobics and
makes jewelry. She invites anyone who
is interested in Appalachian culture
to come visit. Y Pete Dostie looked
forward to visiting Maine and Waterville this summer. He’ll celebrate his
mother’s birthday and visit Colby. He
marvels each time at all the changes
on campus and says its seems only a
few years ago that he was a student.
Y Sad news from Miriam Yorks that
her husband, George Yorks, passed
away in December 2007. At the time of
his death, he had been the scoreboard
operator for the Boston Celtics for the
last 22 years. Unfortunately, he did
not get to see the banner 17. Y Please
keep in touch. I enjoy hearing from
you all. One of these days I’d like to
write a column about our fascinating
and accomplished grandkids. That
should elicit newsworthy items from
many of you! Stay well and happy.
—Ann Burnham Deering

56 Greetings classmates, near

and far. At this writing we are sitting
on the beach in Truro watching a
grandchild toss in the surf, and our
sincere hope is that most of us old
codgers are doing reasonably well and
enjoying each day despite the season
or election results. Y “Oh, to be in
Boothbay, now that summer’s there.”
A July highlight was the invitation of
Jean (Van Curan ’55) and Larry Pugh
to Paula and Peter Lunder, Harry
and Marilyn Brooks Wey, David and
Rosie Crouthamel Sortor, Lou ’55
and Kathy McConaughy Zambello,
Barbara Nardozzi Saxon, Peter and
Hope Palmer Bramhall, and Dianne
(Schnauffer ’57) and Larry Zullinger
to enjoy the Fourth of July on their
yacht. Everyone was treated to dinner
at Brown’s Restaurant by the Lunders
and the Pughs, then back to the
yacht to view the Boothbay Harbor
fireworks. How’s that for growing
old gracefully? Y Don Rice scored
a huge victory at the Valley Seniors
Association Golf Tournament in
mid-July when he shot a 69 on the par
72 course at Crown Point Country
Club in Springfield, Vt. That score,
incidentally, was six below his age.
Congratulations, Coach. Y Janet
Nordgren Meryweather writes,
“Steen and I were home from Florida
only three weeks before heading to
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Peru and Ecuador—Machu Picchu,
Sacred Valley, and the Galapagos
being some of the highlights. Even
balanced an egg on a nail head on the
equator. I didn’t miss any event, even
climbed the Temple of the Sun.” All
this from Janet, as well as her genetic
testing at Dana Farber and continued
treatments this summer and fall. Hats
off to you, Janet! Y Fraternities may
be passé on campus, but the spirit of
brotherhood is flourishing among the
alums. Lou ’55 and Kathy McConaughy Zambello staged an ATO
summer event that surpassed most
rush parties. ATOs present were
John Marshall, Don Rice, and Bill
Wyman from our class. Other names
you will recognize are Robert Thurston ’54, Nate Miller ’55, Bill Ganem
’54, Ed Fraktman ’53, Henry Taron
’55, John Dutton ’55, Payson Sawyer
’55, Dick Campbell ’58, Don Moore
’55, Dick Bartlett ’55, Don Crowley
’58, Jack Deering ’55, and Bill Rosen
’55. Y Who would ever have surmised
that our secondary vocations would
be staying healthy? I realize that with
many of you, it is more than that—
it’s a full-time job. To all, John and
I send our sincere wishes for your
happiness and well-being. —Joan
Williams Marshall

57 Bring on summer, after a very

foggy and soggy June on the Maine
Coast! But our class news is sunny,
so here it comes. Pat Martin Maloney writes of her amazing fall 2007
experiences in Germany, which took
her to Schwadisch Hall in southern
Germany, where she studied German
intensely for eight weeks, four hours
a day. On the weekend she traveled
by train to Baroque churches and
abbeys to see and occasionally play
the organs. This was a study-abroad
program from the University of
Hartford, where Pat was a secondsemester junior and was researching
Baroque organs. She also traveled
to the area where Pachelbel, Buxtehude, and Bach all lived and played
the organ. Pat is now at the Hartt
School of Music, where she’s a senior.
Y Dick and Marilyn “Perk” Perkins
Canton are happy as the proverbial
clams back at their little piece of
heaven on Long Lake in Bridgton,
Maine. While she was basking in the
Naples, Fla., sunshine, Perk’s deck
imploded at the lake back in Maine
during their wicked winter of 2008.
Y So good to hear that Anne Schimmelpfennig Laszlo has been a breast
cancer survivor since 2005. Keep up
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that great success! Anne is retired
and enjoys traveling to exotic places:
last February, to Egypt; in April, to
Uzbekistan and Turkey; and in May,
working with a charity in a hospital
in Romania. Back home, Anne loves
photography and has been fortunate
to sell some of her work in a local art
store. Y In January 2008, Allen van
Gestel retired from the Massachusetts Superior Court after 11 years
of service. Never one to sit back, the
very next month he returned to the
“dreaded private sector” and became
affiliated with JAMS (Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Services), serving as mediator, arbitrator, and neutral
evaluator on complex business-related
matters. Y Mary Ann and Dave
Olsen still enjoy playing in platform
and regular tennis tournaments and
visiting their grandchildren, who are
active in soccer in Exeter, N.H. Dave
looked forward to sailing this summer
on their daughter’s sailboat, moored
in Kittery Point, Maine. Their son
Bill ’85 is a Colby grad and enjoys
outdoor life in Colorado. Y Since
this is the age of the Internet and the
flexibility that goes with it, Art and
Ellie Gray Gatenby moved Art’s
“office” to Puerto Rico in January
and then on to Rancho Mirage, Calif.,
for February. Shortly after retuning
home to Virginia, Ellie was pleasantly
surprised with her third hole-in-one
at her home course, which “brings
momentary jubilation, but our four
baby grandkids bring us constant
joy.” Y Rose Stinson Ebsworth
was sorry to miss our 50th reunion,
but she had contracted Lyme disease
while birdwatching in Connecticut
and a year later was still recovering.
She and her husband keep busy with
nine children and 16 grandchildren,
but nonetheless managed to take their
fourth Australian trip, this time to
Tasmania and Queensland. Y Last
November Don Tracy and his wife
took a vacation to visit family in
Como, Italy, and all together they
drove to Puglia, the Italian “heel,”
to enjoy the warmth of the Adriatic
Sea. It was so enjoyable without
summer tourists that they continued
on and drove the winding roads of
the Amalfi coast. Upon returning
home to coastal Rockport, Maine,
Don had a busy winter and spring
doing the income taxes of long-term
clients, who make it hard for him to
retire. Y Janet Kimball Clymer is
making progress after suffering a
severe stroke just days before our
50th reunion. Y Keep us posted on

happenings and new events. —Guy
and Eleanor Ewing Vigue

58 Well, dear friends, the kudos

keep coming from our 50th Reunion
Weekend. From Gid Picher, “The
weekend was well organized, carried
out with savoir faire, the dorm workers
went out of their way to enthusiastically care for us, and the food was
outstanding. Colby was generous
in underwriting such an extensive
venture for our class. Much appreciated!” From Maggie Smith Henry,
“It was a bit unnerving that the last
time I had seen many people was
when we were 21 or so. Now look at
us!” From Judy Hince Squire, “My
daughter and granddaughter were so
excited to walk in my footsteps and
to consider a possible Colby future.”
Marty Burger wrote, “John Jacob
was elated that a building was named
after him as all of the other buildings
were named after the person passed
away. I told John he was good for
another 50 years. I think it was Bruce
Blanchard’s stories that gave him
indigestion!” From Harry and Joan
Shaw Whitaker, “We were impressed
with the number of classmates attending and the distance some traveled
to be there. The changes on campus
are many, but the chapel bells playing Hail, Colby, Hail are the same!”
Bob Saltz said, “What a weekend,
what a campus, but the most amazing thing was our classmates. Fifty
years ago I thought our class had
an abundance of nice gals and guys.
Now I realize we had an abundance
of incredible gals and guys! We have
played a major role in carrying high
our College, our respective communities, and our nation. From teachers
to businessmen, military heroes to
artists, we have carved a legacy for
which all of Colby can be proud. By
the way, the Tau Delts have decided,
after losing George Denneen and
Aaron Schless last year, to return
for our 51st next year! Anyone else
interested?” Betty Cooper Cochran
adds “Sleepwalk ing encounters,
people wandering the halls locked
out of their room! The Class of ’58
parade was by far the longest as we
limped onto the field house to thunderous applause.” Dick Campbell
wrote, “Everyone was most impressed
with the preparation, help, support,
and hospitality of those Colby folks
who were on board to insure a successful Reunion Weekend.” Ann
Weiland Spaeth notes, “Karl and I
had a GREAT time. Everyone was so

friendly and interesting. John Edes
will remember Karl as the man in the
bathrobe coming out of the elevator
with no room key. Much hilarity followed.” From Ellie Fortenbaugh de
la Bandera, “I was amazed at today’s
beautiful campus and amazed that
there were five or six gals whom I
recognized without having to look
at their name tags!” From Peter
Bridge, “A special thanks to the
some 70 classmates and/or spouses
who sent me get well thoughts via
Mary Ellen’s cards, and to the Colby
8 who, at Dave Adams’ suggestion,
phoned and sang Mood Indigo at their
last rehearsal.” From Carol Hathaway de Lemos, “It was particularly
interesting to spend the weekend with
164 persons of similar age who are
dealing with many of the same issues.”
Finally, from George Stetson, “My
wife tore her ACL in May so sadly
we were unable to get to reunion.”
I (Beryl) was particularly touched
at the “I love yous” echoing around
the Foss Hall lobby as we said our
emotional goodbyes Sunday morning.
And I had the honor of describing our
reunion to Jim Bishop last week in
Sedona, Ariz. What a guy! Y This is
my swan song for our column, and I
thank you all for your support and
your many terrific contributions. The
new class officers are Brad Sherman,
president, John Edes, vice-president,
and Mary Ellen Chase Bridge, corresponding secretary. Brad says “It’s
a tall order, but our team is ready
to rock ’n’ roll all the way to 2013!”
One final thought. We’re working
on a link from the Colby Web site
exclusively for our class so that we
can share our 50th photographs and
continue our conversations all the way
to our 55th, which by the way, will be
Colby’s 200th anniversary! We’ll let
y’all know when it’s up and running!
—Beryl Scott Glover

59 Tony Ruvo kept busy last
spring coaching his two oldest grandsons’ Little League baseball team
with his son while trying to follow
his granddaughter’s soccer team and
her triplet brothers’ baseball team.
The Ruvos got away in February to
Curtain Bluff in Antigua for a week
and spent two weeks in Italy in early
May. The highlight of that trip was
a visit to Castelgrande near Puglia,
the birthplace of both sets of Tony’s
grandparents. Y Gladys Frank
Bernyk moved at the end of June to
San Jose, about 11 miles from her
home in Saratoga, Calif., where the

60s newsmakers
For their life-long dedication to international development and their volunteer
work on Deer Isle, Maine, Lael Swinney
Stegall ’62 and her husband Ron were given
the Watering Can Award for Social Landscape Artists. Maine Initiatives saluted the
Stegalls for having “significantly changed
the social landscape in Maine.” v Paul
Strong ’64 and Susan Rumsey Strong
’66 received presidential orders of merit
Russ Monbleau ’66
for their service to Alfred University in
Alfred, New York. Paul was praised for his revitalization of the Alfred
University Honors Program, of which he was director for 23 years.
Susan contributed through her numerous positions at the university,
including art reference librarian, vice president for academic affairs,
and vice president for enrollment management. v Milford Community
Athletic Association in New Hampshire honored Russ Monbleau
’66 for his 30 years of dedication to youth athletics by naming a
group of athletic fields the Russ Monbleau Youth Sports Complex.
His field designs and tireless fundraising efforts allowed the fields
to be completed in 1982. Monbleau said the fields’ dedication is “the
greatest honor I think I could have ever achieved.”

milestones
Deaths: Peter C. Doyle ’60, July 19, 2008, in Keene, N.H., at 73. v

George G. Welch Jr. ’60, June 15, 2008, in Toledo, Ohio, at 69. v
Robert A. Greer ’61, November 24, 2007, in Gloucester, Mass., at
71. v Lawrence E. Sawler ’65, August 11, 2007, in Mineral, Va.,
at 65. v Janet Karcz Lewis ’67, April 12, 2008, in Medford, Mass.,
at 62. v Kenneth D. May ’67, August 15, 2008, in Cambridge,
Mass., at 63. v George M. Smith Jr. ’69, September 21, 2008, in
Melrose, Mass., at 61.
Bernyks lived for 35 years with four
kids who moved out a long time ago
but left some of their stuff behind.
Gladys writes, “It’s a huge job and
that is before we get to the yard.”
Their new address is 1591 Willow
Creek Drive, San Jose, CA 95124.
Y Bob Bruce is the author of a new
book, Acting on Promise, published by
Polyglot Press. In it Bob offers insight
into the workings of universities in
general and in particular the transformation of Widener University,
where he was president for 20 years.
Under Bob’s leadership Widener
became a comprehensive university
respected for its academic quality and
entrepreneurial approach to higher
education. Bob shares his knowledge
of, among other things, trustees, students, family life in a “glass house,”
and the role of athletics in higher
education. For more information visit
www.polyglotpress.com. Bob and
his wife, Judy (Garland ’58), reside
in West Chester, Pa., and Castine,
Maine, and have two children and
seven grandchildren. Y Skeeter

Megathlin and his committee are
putting together what promises to be
a wonderful 50th Reunion, so mark
your calendars for June 4-7, 2009. I
hope to see you in Waterville. In the
meantime, please keep sending news.
—Joanne K. Woods
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Maren Stoll Fischer loves
her new role as “Grammy June.”
She visits daughter Susan every
12 weeks for two weeks and has a
super time with little Henry! Maren
went to the Galapagos and Machu
Picchu with Bob and Carlene Daisy
Kelleher, Lori Waugh Harris, and
Gail Harden Schade. Maren plays
duplicate bridge, mah-jongg, and
tennis and takes pilates as well as her
favorite, yoga! All that plus Colby and
volunteering keeps her busy. Y Ann
“Kim” Kimball Chase still winters
in Pensacola, Fla., where her son and
daughter live, and summers on her
island in Maine. She made a trip to
the Scandinavian capitals, which was
“really magnificent and I especially
enjoyed St. Petersburg, Russia.” Y

Steve Finner was installed as minister of music at the St. Johnsbury
(Vt.) Universalist Unitarian Church
on his 70th birthday, May 4. This
second (unpaid) career as a church
musician is fulfilling, and he gets a
thrill whenever a church reports it has
used one of his compositions. He still
works part time in Vermont for the
labor union that represents nurses and
university and college faculty. Y John
Kellom thoroughly enjoys retirement
in the low country of South Carolina.
He plays tennis (doubles rather than
singles now) and sings in a couple of
church groups. In February Linda
(Bates alumna) and John spent three
weeks in New Zealand and Australia.
Beautiful countries but a l-o-n-g
flight! Y Chet Lewis is enjoying his
fifth year of retirement. His younger
daughter, Janet, accepted a position as
assistant professor at Michigan State
and returned from Mexico, where she
was researching wheat diseases and
genetics. She is now MSU’s wheat
breeder and is unusual in that she’s
a faculty member who did not come
from a farming family. Y John and
Becky Crane Rafferty spent March
in Myrtle Beach and two weeks in
February in Puerto Rico, escaping the
snowblower in Connecticut. John was
happy to be at last fall’s C Club dinner
honoring Ed Burke and to see Bob
Burke ’61, Ed Marchetti, Bill Hood
’61, Wayne Fillback ’64, and, most
important, Betsy Perry Burke ’61. The
Raffertys treasure having friends like
that. Y Wendy McWilliams Denneen has seen lots of changes this
year. After living through COPD,
Alzheimer’s, and three bouts of
pneumonia, George ’58 died in June
2007. They went on a cruise in March
with Al ’58 and Kay German Dean
’59 and traveled in April to see their
grandchildren and daughter, so he
was active and happy until the last
two months. Wendy is adjusting to
single life—luckily she has wonderful
neighbors, friends, and relatives. She
traveled to California and Mexico (to
get out of the cold) with the Deans
and a friend. Deb Wilson Albee,
Judy Ingram Hatfield, Charlotte
Wood MacPhetres, Liz Boccasile
Mavis, and Wendy went to NYC in
May to celebrate their coming of age.
In June Wendy attended George’s
50th at Colby with the Hatfields,
Deans, and Rhoadeses. Y Judith
Allen Ferretti had a wonderful visit
with Jean Roberts Leach. They were
roommates before Jean transferred to
UConn. Judy went to Miami to attend

the board meeting of Scholarship
America, a nonprofit that manages
the Families of Freedom Fund for
relatives of victims of 9/11. Judy’s
busy as chair of the board at Mount
Ida College, volunteer and board work
with the Executive Service Corps,
volunteering with an organization
raising money for a respite home for
developmentally challenged adults,
and a project with an organization
that supports breast cancer survivors. What Judy loves most about
retirement is the ability to help others.
Y Dick Peterson and his family had
a busy year. Daughter Wendy has a
new baby (Charlie) and a new job,
son-in-law Aaron has a new job, and
together they have a new house in
Norwood, Mass. Wife Bette is busy
and Dick still works. Dick traveled
to Switzerland on business where he
met, by accident, Jack Wood ’70, a
professor at IMD in Lausanne. They
hoped to reconnect on Cape Cod
this summer. Bette and Dick look
forward to our 50th and will attend
with bells on (we hope). They visited
Colby in July. Y Dan Parish is sorry
to have been incommunicado over
the years. He lives in Peterborough,
N.H., as retired as one can get in this
economy. He’s married with four kids,
all of whom are off, leaving Dan and
his wife to rattle around the house by
themselves. His favorite pastimes are
writing songs and playing music. He
welcomes renewed contact with old
friends. He’s at cloaca@hotmail.com.
Y Barbara and Ronald Weber hope
to be at reunion and look forward to a
pre-reunion gathering, if we have one.
In June they flew to Ridgefield, Conn.,
for the high school graduation of one
of four grandsons. Then they made
their annual visit to Ocean City, Md.
In 1963 four guys who were 5 years
old together in Norwalk, Conn., got
together for vacation. Now, 47 years
later, they still go there with children,
grandchildren, and friends numbering about 40. Y Dottie Baldridge
Dzenis cannot believe it’s been
three years since our 45th! Dottie
is blessed with good health, a loving
husband, four wonderful children
(and their partners), and three precious grandchildren ranging from 5
to 20. She enjoys “retirement” from
monetary work, but keeps busier than
ever volunteering, visiting shut-ins,
and traveling. The last three years
brought the loss of some loved ones,
which emphasizes the fragility of life
and what’s really important. Since
Dottie lives close to Julie Klafstad
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Tough Times Call
for Tough Choices

We Can Help

In tough economic times it may seem difficult
to keep supporting the organizations that are
important to you.
There is a way to keep giving and still meet
your own financial needs. Give us a call to
learn more about how you can make a gift to
Colby that pays you back.

Let’s talk.
Susan Conant Cook ’75
or Kate O’Halloran
Gift Planning at Colby
800-809-0103
plangift@colby.edu
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Runnells, their friendship has deepened. Y Hope everyone is planning
to be at our 50th in two years. —Jane
Holden Huerta

61 Many people e-mail about

reaching classmates. The best way to
connect is through the Colby Alumni
Network (CAN) site (www.colby.
edu/alumni). If you feel comfortable,
register so classmates can contact
you. Colby has strict policies, which
they recommend we follow, about not
releasing private information. I will
help if I can, but bounced or expired
e-mail addresses are best researched
through the alumni office or CAN. Y
Andrea Nix Fine ’91, featured in the
cover story, “A Fine Line” in Colby
spring 2008, is the daughter of Jeanne
“Cile” (Tougas ’63) and George Nix!
Both parents are “extremely proud
of Andrea and husband Sean for
their outstanding film and Academy
Award nomination. We wish they had
won the Oscar, but hey, this is their
first feature-length film!” To learn
more about War/Dance, check out
Colby online. The DVD is available
through Amazon.com and NetFlix.
Y Tom and Marilyn Blom Evans
traveled to Australia for five weeks
last fall to visit an Australian couple
they met on an Alaskan cruise. Tom
really liked Tasmania and Marilyn
particularly enjoyed the Great Barrier
Reef and seeing Northern Territory
crocodiles. Y Peter Stevenson writes,
“In my dotage and increasing senility
I decided to write a novel and sent it
off to the publishing world, achieving
a statistically perfect result—100percent turned down. The stack of
rejections is now taller than I am (some
of you may remember “Height-O” as
6'5"). Also, my computer wiped out
and I lost some Colby addresses. My
e-mail is stevenson59301@verizon.
net.” Y Janet Haskins Mandaville
flew to Baku, Azerbaijan, last fall
to visit her daughter, who was there
on a Fulbright. She returned via to
Edinburgh to see Mary Snowman.
Janet has been a volunteer fundraiser
and grant-writer for a new library in
Athena, Ore., where she has a second
home. The facility was to open in
July 2008. Janet says to classmates,
“The doors of both my Portland
and my Athena homes are always
open.” Y Judith Hoffman Hakola
teaches English at the University of
Maine and completed her seventh
year of semi-retirement. “Somehow
the ‘semi’ part of my job description
doesn’t have much meaning. I spend
a good deal of time preparing new

courses, revising older ones, or giving
papers at academic conferences. I
teach in the summer as well. I lead two
different book discussion groups for
my local library and present programs
on Maine literature for various community groups. I’m even an election
clerk for the Town of Orono! On
a personal note, I’ve been a widow
for 13 years. My daughter, an educational technician who works with
autistic youngsters, lives next door.
My younger son, a photographer in
Boston, is newly married. My older
son lives in Alabama, although he flies
around the country as a senior analyst
in the aircraft maintenance and repair
field. All my grandchildren live too
far away.” Y Diane Sadler Martin
reviewed the 2006 reunion dinner
“under the watchful, enigmatic eyes of
Alex Katz’s figures. In their isolation
and clear, clean light, these portraits
remind me of people and scenes in
paintings by Edward Hopper. Drawn
to similar scenes right at our Colby
reunion, people gathered together,
yet seemed isolated from one another.
Though I don’t want to return to
campus again, I will treasure these
memories: Kind French-Canadian
cooks who thawed out this Virginian’s
feet after an early, imprudent snowy
walk; Dean Bryan, whose children I
cared for at times and who, along with
his lovely wife, welcomed me within
their great Maine farmstead; hours
shared with members of Powder and
Wig and Dr. Suss; long nights of talk
and seaside lobster bakes with friends
and roommates; the Maine forests and
rivers I freely roamed; painting class
at Pemaquid Point, and professors
who generously imparted wisdom.
No one could ask for more.” Y Betsy
Harper Hopler loves her work at
the local newspaper (Echo reporters
and staff prevail!), but loves best that
she is Gram to eight grandsons and
one granddaughter, who keep her
laughing and challenged. Y A note
from class president Bob Burke, who
writes, “Donna and I are spending
more time in Naples, Fla., during the
winter months now that Michael is off
to college. Michael has done very well
academically; more importantly, he’s
happy and mature, making his mom
and his step-dad very proud. When
in Florida, I play golf with George
Bagas and see Charlie Swensen
for dinner. Donna and I also enjoy
seeing my four children and 11
grandchildren. I still fly my Cessna
210 and help Steve Chase with calls
for Colby. I spend a fair amount of
time on the board of Cathedral High

School, in the south end of Boston,
helping inner-city youths, mostly
African American and non-Catholic,
prepare for higher education. Starting to think about our 50th, and, as
president-elect of our reunion year
(not sure anyone else wanted the job),
look to all classmates for ideas—let’s
make our 50th really special!” Y
Remember to let everyone know the
Class of ’61 is “still kicking” by mailing current pictures to the Class of ’61
home page! Warmest Aloha. —Diane
Scrafton Cohen Ferreira

63 Karen Forslund Falb signed

off as class correspondent, saying,
“This is my last column, and, though
it’s sad to be leaving, I’m pleased
to have Paule French take over
with new ideas, energy, and great
capability. Paule, please introduce
yourself. And classmates, please help
Paule by sharing news.” Y Greetings
classmates! I’m delighted to take over
from Karen after her many years and
will do my best to maintain her high
standards. Thank you, Karen, for
the great job you’ve done! Y I loved
our 45th reunion! It was wonderful
to see everyone and to get to know
classmates I didn’t know while we
were students. Because the campus
was divided by gender back in the
’60s, there were a lot of guys I didn’t
know. I look forward to our 50th and
would love to have photos of our 45th.
E-mail or send anything you have
before they get deleted! Y About me:
After teaching foreign languages and
classics, then chairing the department
at the University of Maine at Orono
and being dean of arts and sciences
at the University of Southern Maine,
I went back to school (New England
School of Photography in Boston and
School of Design at Harvard) and
did professional photography for a
few years. Now I do photography for
fun. I serve on the boards of Maine
Medical Center in Portland and of a
Buddhist monastery in Lincoln, Vt.
I look forward to being in touch and
hearing your news. Y Mary Dexter
Wagner tells the reunion story well:
“From the minute we checked into
Fisherman’s Wharf Inn in Boothbay Harbor on Wednesday until
we checked out of L.L.Bean’s on
Sunday, we never stopped except to
catch a few hours sleep. Congratulations and thanks to the 45th reunion
committee, led by Karen Beganny
Megathlin, for arranging such a
wonderful time. The pre-reunion at
Boothbay gave everyone a chance to
meet in an intimate setting. We owe

thanks to Connie Miller Manter,
Bonnie Brown Potter, and Jane
Melanson Dahmen for hosting
the cocktail party at Connie’s home
overlooking a beautiful Maine cove,
a scene right out of a movie. Reunion
itself was filled with many memories
of our time at Colby, plus new memories we made. We arrived at Colby
via a side trip to the New Balance
outlet in Skowhegan, thanks to Al
Carville’s excellent directions. In
addition to the usual parade of classes,
class presentations, lobster bake, and
class dinner we managed to visit the
museum of art, take a beautiful trip
through the woods, and participate in
Pen Williamson’s Outward Bound
activities. A highlight and memory
for me was the presentation by Dian
Emerson Sparling and Bill ’62 and
Barb Haines Chase about their
experiences in Nepal with Helping
Hands Health Education and their
trek to the Himalayas. They brought
us to laughter and tears. Paule
French presented a wonderful series
of photos of classmates and a tribute
to those classmates who have passed
on. The evening ended with some of
us dancing the night away in Cotter
Union. The folks from Lisbon Falls,
Linda and Al Carville and Jack and
Pat Ey Ingraham, accompanied us
on the dance floor until the deejay
upped the tempo for the Class of
2003. We knew then it was bedtime!
Personally, I thank my classmates
for making my husband of 45 years,
Wayne, an honorary member of our
class, even though he went to Gettysburg College. I urge everyone to
come to our 50th in June 2013! It is
such a warm and friendly group, and
you would certainly feel welcome.”
Y George Swasey adds: “Walking
down the hill this morning to work,
I thought of our 45th reunion. It is
amazing to me what great attitudes
our class members have. You noticed
this when Pen Williamson put us
through our paces.” Y Sally White
Butler writes, “It was like a big family
experience to go to Dana on Sunday
and feel so comfortable meeting up
with people and having breakfast
without even planning it. Staying in
Mary Low again after 45 years gave
me something to really think about.
I have always appreciated my Colby
education, but that appreciation was
even stronger after this reunion.”
Sally lives in Reading, Mass., and
still works at Lahey Clinic in Burlington, Mass. She has three grown
daughters and 10 grandchildren. Y
Pauline Ryder Kezer couldn’t make

reunion because she was attending
her granddaughter’s graduation. She
looks forward to teaching this fall
at Central Connecticut State University a course on women, politics,
and advocacy, an upper-level course
in the political science department.
She’s been named a trustee of the
Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts
Center in Old Saybrook, Conn.,
which is rehabilitating the old town
hall into a 220-seat theater. She’s
still active with the Susan G. Komen
for the Cure, where she works with
Edie Sewall Thompson. They just
awarded $716,000 to Connecticut
breast cancer programs. Congratulations! Y Midge Walton Holmes was
sorry not to get to reunion, but plans
on attending the 50th. She and husband Chris live in northern Virginia
and celebrated their 45th anniversary
this August. They have four grandchildren and another on the way. She
retired from in 1997 from the CIA,
where she had been chief of the library.
She’s also retired from a second job
teaching a storytelling class called
“Tots on Stage” for 4-year-olds.
Midge and Chris continue playing
senior softball. * Lois Meserve
Stansel, who lives in Washington
State, and her husband enjoyed a
memorable cruise to Alaska. “The
scenery was incredible—especially
loved the Dawes glacier. The train
ride on the White Pass/Yukon R.R.
was also unforgettable. This was our
first cruise and we are already talking
about our next!” —Paule French

64 Jim Harris retired for an hour

and a half in March. While in the
process of notifying his customers
and friends that he was retiring, he
received an e-mail from a friend in
Golden, Colo., with another job in
his field of book publishing. Eventually, several other people contacted
him to work on a commission-only
basis. So it’s back to work—as his
own boss. “Madie and I are taking a
repositioning cruise from Barcelona
to Ft. Lauderdale Nov. 10 for our
first true vacation since 1986 when
we went to Australia,” Jim writes. “In
April 2009 we hope to visit London for
three weeks, contingent on my being
able to exchange my timeshare weeks
with weeks in England plus being able
to redeem airline miles for flights!
We might even squeeze in Paris for
a day or two. I plan on attending our
45th reunion and my 50th high school
reunion in 2009. John Brassem said
he might also attend our reunion—
he and I also went to the same high
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Forty years of travel have taught Sunny Coady
’65 the benefits of getting out of the house.
A lifelong New Englander, Coady has traveled to
Greece, India, Bhutan, Thailand (four times), Brazil,
Italy (14 times), and New Zealand. She’s sailed,
too, in the South Pacific archipelago of Tonga, and
all over the Caribbean. Once she spent a vacation
at home—and didn’t like it at all.
“When you’re out there,” she said, “stuff happens.”
Like what? Crossing paths with Colby
classmates, like in New Zealand where she
met Martha Child Ash ’67, who then worked in
Waitomo. An invitation, while sailing with friends,
to get involved with Easter Seals. A serendipitous
encounter in Cornwall with the Lord Nelson, a tall
ship designed to sail with teams of able-bodied
and disabled people. Coady eventually helped
arrange events on the ship for Easter Seals when
the vessel came to Boston.
Not bad, for someone whose prognosis as an
infant was that she would never sit or walk.
Before birth, Coady had spina bifida, a condition
that causes a hole to form in the spine during early
pregnancy, leaving part of the spinal cord exposed
and causing various disabilities. Coady’s spine,
however, closed before she born, leaving her with a
severe case of scoliosis instead.
Her parents, who named her Alison, took in
the doctors’ prognosis and nicknamed their baby
girl Sunny, thinking she needed something cheery
in her life.
It proved a moniker that she fully embraced.
Coady did walk and sit, and much more.
Growing up in Canton, Mass., Coady wore leg
braces yet felt like a normal kid, she remembers,
and didn’t understand why she was chosen last
for dodge ball. She did seventh grade at home,
however, recovering from surgery that rebuilt a
deformed leg. For much of her young life she wore
body braces, including a year in high school when
she had to wear a brace that extended to her chin.
Mayflower Hill posed no physical challenges
for Coady, an art history major with a minor
in mathematics. But socially, she felt left out
and was quite shy. She stuck it out and, with
encouragement from Nancy Winslow Harwood ’65
(still a close friend), blossomed and flourished.
A successful 33-year career at New England
Telephone and NYNEX (now Verizon), followed.
For many years Coady struggled, she says, with
appearing more physically challenged than she
was. Over time she realized that this perception
could be helpful. “I was getting more comfortable
with being seen as disabled, even though I’m
not,” Coady said, adding, “I could be useful to
somebody.” That’s when she began volunteering
with Easter Seals.
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A national organization founded in 1919,
Easter Seals provides services to people with
disabilities to help them lead productive lives.
Coady served on Easter Seals committees for
several years before her election in 1983 to
the Massachusetts board. In addition she now
serves on the national board and is engaged with
fundraising and governance.
“I feel connected to the people and connected
in a way that will give them an example of the
kinds of things they can do,” she said of her
interactions with people with disabilities.
Able-bodied and people with disabilities have
more in common than meets the eye, and Coady
exemplifies those commonalities. Her attitude and
lifestyle inspire others, while she, in turn, learns
from them. “I learned from a young disabled
person that, even if you don’t do the thing you want
to do,” she said, “you’re going to learn from that.”
Coady, who never married or had children, is
retired and lives in New London, N.H., near her
sister Shelby Coady Blunt ’72; brothers Brad ’67
and Jeff ’69 also live in New England. Coady staves
off disability by staying healthy and active—her
inextinguishable spirit keeps her buoyant. “I’m not
disabled yet. Maybe one day, but not yet,” she said.
Coady’s latest adventure? In October she set
out for a trip that included sailing in the Seychelles
and a safari in South Africa, far away from home.
—Laura Meader

school. Will wonders never cease?” Y
PJ Downing Curtis was widowed in
February in Florida. She was back in
Maine for the summer and expecting
her first grandchild. “It is very exciting and very sad in a way also.” She
looks forward to seeing us all again at
our reunion. Y John Brassem writes,
“The only thing I can report is that
I’ve been asked to write a monthly
column, on corporate strategy, in
National Jewelers, the largest jewelry
consumer magazine in the country.
And, oh yes, I’ve also been nominated
to membership in the Society of Industry Leaders, an industry think tank
and business trend resource.” Y Larry
Dyhrberg checked in from Falmouth,
Maine: “We’re back in the American
groove after our year in Normandy.
Michelle and our girls have had some
serious France withdrawals. The
Fulbright teacher exchange is a great
program, and we hope that rumors
of its demise are not accurate. I’m
teaching one Maine history class per
semester at SMCC and doing ‘homme
au foyer’ duty. It’s great, even with a
new dog in the mix. I’ve gotten in
a lot of golf this spring, am doing
some gardening, and mostly enjoying life. The big project for the year
was drafting a 16-chapter children’s
book, Going to Neustria, based on our
experiences of last year. I’m having
it checked out by colleagues and
children. I’d love any advice anyone
has about how to pursue publication.”
Seems like Jim and Larry should get
together. Y Classmates, please write
me more often! I know you have news
to share—what nonprofit has your
attention, what books do you recommend, what class are you teaching or
taking? —Sara Shaw Rhoades

65 Some working, some smelling

the roses. The Rev. Jon Moody has
rarely been mentioned in this column.
Colby sent me an article about him
from the Cleveland Plain Dealer. After
Colby, Bob went to Yale Divinity and
then a doctoral program at Claremont
in California. He became a chaplain
at Whittier College in California in
1976, where he ultimately found that
his joy lay in teaching more than ministering. “My wife helped me identify
that the semesters when I was teaching, I was happy, and the semesters
I wasn’t teaching, I was depressed”
He went to Hiram College in Ohio
in 1981 where he remains today with
his time divided between chaplain
work and teaching. Y Pam Pierson
Parziale still throws pots in Leetown,
W.V., with her husband, Ren, at Syca-

more Pottery, which they founded in
1971. “We have been inspired by our
travels it Italy and Sicily,” says Pam.
“Cardinal reds, brilliant blues, and
lemon yellows are colorful reminders
of a Mediterranean tradition of pot
making.” Y Bob Rogers is still at
Ashland University in Ohio. He was
Colby’s representative at the inauguration of President Grant Cornwall
of the College of Wooster. Bob asked
that I mention that he was “well
behaved” (I cleaned that up for him).
Y Norman and Joss Coyle Bierman
retired to Vero Beach. Fla., in 2002
after 25 years in Conn. They keep
busy with golf, tennis, exercise, book
clubs, lectures, and “learning bridge
(which I somehow missed at Colby).”
They travel in hurricane season, with
a 2008 trip planned for New Zealand,
Australia, and Hawaii. They have
a son and daughter in Chicago and
a son in Conn. who is married and
produced their two grandchildren.
“We are happy, healthy, and count
our blessings for our friends and
family.” Y Marty Dodge just finished
year 36 as professor of conservation
at Finger Lakes Community College
in Canandaigua, N.Y. This May he
led trip number 13 to Alaska with 12
students for a 33-day course. He led
another group to Belize in January
2008 for a course on tropical ecology. His woodsmen’s team won the
62nd Annual Spring Meet at UNH.
Marty’s men’s team has taken the
trophy for 11 of the past 19 years. His
women’s team has 14 championships.
Finger Lakes is the only two-year
college competing against the likes
of Colby, Dartmouth, and Unity.
Marty started the Colby team in 1961.
Y Ken Murray retired from the Air
Force Reserve and got married in
2003. He and Hazel live in a large
RV park on a permanent site in Las
Cruces, N.M. They spend summers
in their mobile RV taking trips up
to the Colorado highlands. “Lots of
activities, and volleyball at the pool
every afternoon.” Y Eliot Terborgh
keeps busy with “two part-time CFO
gigs with Silicon Valley startups” as
well as serving as treasurer of the Palo
Alto University Rotary Club. “I’m
really enjoying Rotary and wished
that I had discovered it sooner. See
you in 2010.” Y Hilary Hart has
resigned from the broken pencil
club. She was with us for two years
but made many friends and has fond
memories. She is a real estate broker
in Valatie, Columbia County, N.Y.,
and an associate publisher of a local
newspaper. Divorced for many years,

she had three children, losing her
daughter six years ago in a car accident
at age 23. Her two sons have produced
three grandchildren. Give her a call or
send her an e-mail: 518-758-7802 and
hilaryhart@hilaryhartrealty.com. Y
Your correspondent explored New
Zealand’s North Island last May and
will have been to Bulgaria by the time
you read this. Hope you are having as
much fun as I am. Hail, Colby, Hail.
—Dick Bankart

66 It’s not often I get to report on

a wedding, and this one is especially
fun because both the bride and the
minister who performed the ceremony are classmates. Rev. Lydia
“Barry” Clark Hews pronounced
Joseph Pacheco and Karen Riendeau husband and wife April 5, 2008,
in Seekonk, Mass. The Providence
Journal did an article about Karen
and Joe, who met in seventh grade
52 years ago. Both married others
but kept in touch. Karen’s marriage
ended, and when she returned to her
hometown of Swansea, Mass., she read
in the paper of the death of Joe’s wife.
She and Joe reconnected, and when
Karen’s boyfriend at the time sent
her one rose for Valentine’s Day, Joe
sent her a dozen. That did it! They
announced their engagement at their
45th high school reunion. Congratulations to our class’s latest (as far as I
know) newlyweds! Y Meanwhile, Rev.
Barry was finishing a double ministry
in Waltham and Newton, Mass., and
in May accepted a call to be the full
minister of the First Baptist Church
of Winchester, Mass. She looked
forward to having just one program
and congregation. Congratulations,
Barry. Y The kudos continue. The
town of Milford, N.H., and the Milford Community Athletic Association
honored Russ Monbleau by naming
its outdoor athletic facility the Russ
Monbleau Youth Sports Complex.
Included are three baseball diamonds,
standard and short soccer fields, a
batting cage, and a picnic pavilion.
This outstanding complex was
Russ’s dream child back in 1979. He
located the land, designed the fields,
organized fundraisers, recruited
volunteers, and has continued to be
involved in all aspects of the Milford
sports program. No wonder he is
proud of having his name on what is
one of the finest small town sports
facilities around, created with no
tax dollars. Check out our class Web
site for pictures of Russ at the June
5 dedication. As for Russ’s health,
he continues to amaze the doctors

at Dana Farber and, with inimitable
humor, says, “I’m still buying green
bananas.” Y Anne Ruggles Gere,
professor of English and education
at University of Michigan, is also a
certified Brownie leader, and husband
Budge is coaching soccer again, as
they are “do-over” parents, raising
Denali, 8. Ann loves her work at
UM, has signed up for a five-year
administrative position, and, after
18 years of commuting, is glad to live
where she works. Budge serves at First
Presbyterian Church in Ann Arbor,
where he began his ministry career.
Y Pam Harris Holden stopped in
Portland, Maine, for visits with Diane
Leach Wilbur and me on her way
to her East Blue Hill cottage, where
summer is a bit cooler than in her
primary home, Scottsdale, Ariz. Pam
and Jemmie Michener Riddell will
travel together in Italy this fall. Y
Four years after retirement, moving
experiences—her own, friends’, and
family’s—led Natalie Bowerman
Zaremba to a new business, C & Z
Transitions LLC, a business helping
seniors move to smaller homes or
group living. She and Frank ’64 still
find time to travel, with recent trips
to Greece and Italy. But the most fun
is grandparenting daughter Karen’s
two little boys, who have brought
such joy. Y I always hear from Ted
Houghton, and he’s always in a
different place. “Home?” he says.
“We’ve almost forgotten where that
is.” He and Liz continue to thrive
on their spontaneous RV lifestyle,
covering the country and having the
adventure of a lifetime. White Widow
by Jim Lehrer and To Dance with the
White Dog by Terry Kay are recent
good short reads, he reports. Check
out Travels With Ted at www.toad.
fobria.com. Y A highlight of 2008
for Doug and Beth Adams Keene
was their trip to Thailand, Vietnam,
and Cambodia in February/March.
They visited the district town in the
Mekong Delta where Doug served
in the AID/CORDS program 40
years ago and went to Hanoi, Hue,
DaNang, NhaTrang, Hoi An, Dalat,
and Saigon. Beth and Doug recommend Boston’s Grand Circle and
their small group affiliate OAT if
classmates are contemplating similar
overseas adventures. Check with the
Keenes at keen1512@aol.com. After
hobbling around Southeast Asia,
Doug returned home to have a left
hip replacement in May, with a new
right hip scheduled for fall. The Keene
household is now fully equipped for
senior living, but no complaints from

Beth as they were off to a summer in
Maine. “Life is good,” she concluded.
Y I visited Linda Buchheim Wagner
as she was recovering from double
knee replacement in May. Linda and
Peter own Applecrest Farm Orchards
in Hampton Falls, N.H., but manage
to spend the ski season at their home in
Jackson Hole. Son Todd has returned
home from San Francisco with his
young family to join the Applecrest
Farm business. Y Congratulations
to Gayle Jobson Poinsette on
completion of her doctorate, which
allows her and Garfield Barnes to
travel and split their time between
Vermont summers and warm climes
in winter. They have traveled extensively in the U.S. and Southeast Asia
and should compare notes with the
Keenes following their January 2008
trip to Thailand, Laos, and Vietnam.
Gayle sent fascinating details—sails
down the Mekong River, visits to a
silk rug factory, stays at an organic
mulberry farm, and other adventures.
E-mail Gayle at poinsette@valley.net
to hear more. Future travel destinations: Arizona and Australia, with an
invitation to visit them wherever they
are! Y Rob Elder lives in Brunswick,
Maine, with his wife of 25 years, Betsy.
She is director of Hospice of Midcoast Maine in Brunswick, and Rob
is director of the Office of Freight at
the Maine Department of Transportation, which has responsibilities for
the state’s ports, waterway systems,
railroads, and heavy trucks. Daughter
Rebecca is a psych OT in Santa Cruz,
Calif. Son Duncan is a recent graduate of Emerson College in acting
and directing, and daughter Molly
is a student at Lewis and Clark College in Portland, Ore., interested in
environmental studies and Chinese.
Y “Still practicing law and enjoying
being in court and helping clients
work out problems,” reports attorney
Rick Zimmermann of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. Rick also enjoys simultaneous
parenting and grandparenting, trying
to mentor wife Nicole’s three girls, 10,
12 and 14, “smart, athletic (soccer),
beautiful kids, but hormones rage
and so, sometimes, do I.” Rick never
believed what everyone says about
grandparenting until Sam, 2, and Taje
Hunter (infant) came into his life—
“one of the sweetest relationships I
can imagine. Sam happily abandons
his parents and sibling and comes to
our house for overnights. He awakes
smiling. Life is good.” Rick still skis,
saying his skiing has improved, or
at least his perception of his skiing
makes him smile. Something to do
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with being 64, he says. Y Ah yes, most
of us are 64, and probably singing
that Beatles song that once made us
think 64 was old. We know differently now. Yes, life is good. —Meg
Fallon Wheeler

67 Sandy Miller happily has very

little on her agenda except making
things for her store, keeping healthy
with pilates, buying antiques in
Brimfield, and visiting her kids and
granddaughters. Sandy passed an
artistic and business milestone this
spring when she sold her 1000th scarf.
Congratulations! Y Kurt Swenson
has a more relaxed schedule since
he retired as CEO of Rock of Ages
Corporation June 30, 2008. Kurt will
remain chairman of the board but
won’t be employed full time. Kurt
looks forward to more time with
his granddaughter and working on
his golf game and his flycasting. We
wish Kurt the very best. Y Jim Katz
upheld one of his summer traditions:
going to a strange convention. Last
year it was a bagpipers’ gathering in
North Hero, Vt. This year: a group
of carousel collectors in LA. Jim does
not collect carousels nor, mercifully,
does he play bagpipes. Y Jim Helmer
visited the Galapagos this spring,
rented a sailboat, and had his own
adventures in paradise. When he got
his land legs back, he hiked in the
Andes and saw spectacular vistas. Y
Gail Robbins Henningsen and her
partner, Jay Gibson, moved to a farm
near Belfast, Maine. They vacationed
in Maine for years and decided to
move their decorative bronze tile
business to a barn on their property.
They still enjoy the great state, but
it’s no longer Vacationland to them.
Winters, though, are another matter,
so Gail and Jay retreat to Mexico
where Gail teaches writing. Her short
stories have appeared in a number
of literary journals, most recently
in the Gettysburg Review. In her free
time Gail had a novel published. Y
Sarah Shute Hale went to Austin,
Texas, and attended a conference
on churches and artists—two of
her favorite topics. While there she
enjoyed the hospitality of Stephanie
Barker Neely and her husband and
caught up on years of personal news,
visited some of Austin’s museums,
and enjoyed the wildflowers, which
were in full bloom. Y Peggy Kelleher
Oates lives happily in St. Louis with
her husband, Fran, and son Andy.
Peggy works in marketing for Blue
Cross and her husband is an associate
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city counselor. Peggy invites anyone
to see just how lovely St. Louis is. Y
Anyone who has recently spoken with
Phil Kay knows how much he loves his
home in Beverly Farms, Mass., where
he spends as much time as possible
sailing in the Cape Ann area. Nonetheless, Phil is still a traveling man
who has been in Barcelona, Beijing,
Delhi, and Yellowknife, Northwest
Territories. Most of these jaunts
were more business than vacation,
as Phil speaks to groups about sales.
In the coming year he will ply his
trade in Brazil, Cyprus, Germany,
and Amsterdam. He claims that none
of this feels like work because he has
figured out how to get someone to pay
him to travel. * Sue Barden Johnson
has also done some traveling, for her
personal genealogy research. Last
summer she was in Sweden and saw
where her grandparents were born.
This summer she went to Wales
with a hiking group and then to
London where she continued to look
for ancestors. Y Ann Russell Starr
returned to teaching about five years
ago and only taught biology. Human
anatomy and physiology were added
soon thereafter, and now she teaches
five classes in each. While she really
loves teaching upper-level courses,
she is looking forward to a trip the
Galapagos with her youngest daughter. She’s thought about this trip since
she first learned about Darwin in
ninth grade. After she returns, Ann
and her husband will celebrate their
35th anniversary with a trip to Cape
Cod. Y Caroline Kresky continues
her career as a litigator in a large firm.
She plans to make some changes in
a couple of years—watch this space
for further developments. Caroline
did tell us that she will rent a villa in
Tuscany this fall and anticipates this
trip with great joy. Y Len Parks and
his wife have started a small nonprofit
that he calls a pipsqueak. They have
been working on the project for the
last six years and, if one can read
between the lines, it’s a joy to them.
—Robert Gracia

68 As I write, our 40th reunion

has come and gone. Approximately
61 people attended, 47 alumni and
43 who were in their reunion year.
The campus was beautiful as usual,
but with a number of new buildings
and additions since last reunion,
and the weather was almost perfect.
Highlights were the recognition
of Joe Boulos, who was awarded
a Colby Brick, and Bill Goldfarb,

who received the Ernest C. Marriner Distinguished Service Award,
to the enthusiastic cheering of our
class. Another highlight was the talk
by Linda Greenlaw ’83 (The Hungry
Ocean and The Lobster Chronicles),
during which a member of the audience referred to Bill Palombo as a
“legend” in the lobster business. Linda
said “Oh, he’s sitting right up there.”
Space does not permit listing of all
classmates who attended, but I will
exercise my prerogative and recognize
some old Zetes, such as such Mary and
Steve Ford, Susie and Jeff Lathrop,
Paul and Judy Dionne Scoville, and
Ann and Ken Young. One of the
highlights was our class dinner at the
Diamond Building, with an excellent
talk on the presidential campaign by
Professor Sandy Maisel. We also spent
a lot of time sitting around Coburn
telling old war stories, including
some Celtics stories from Jan Volk,
and catching up on gossip. For those
who were not present, rest assured
you were discussed in detail, and if
you want to defend yourselves you’ll
have to show up at the 45th. Special
thanks to Ted Bromfield and his
committee for an outstanding fundraising job on behalf of our class. On
the sadder side, a moment of silence
was observed at our class dinner for
classmates who died since the previous reunion, including particularly
Rich Lewis, who had been planning
to attend reunion and died just a few
weeks before. I heard the news from
Tom Rippon, who said Rich died
of cancer May 17, 2008, at NYU
Medical Center, where he had only
recently been diagnosed with a stagefour tumor. Tom said, “Rich was a
great guy and organized a reunion
of the Colby track and field team in
NYC a few years back. Rich was the
manager of our track team when we
were on the Hill. Quite ironically
[before Rich was diagnosed], he was a
strong leader in communicating with
us last year as Tom Maynard made
his unsuccessful fight with cancer.”
A memorial ceremony for Rich was
held at Marble Collegiate Church
in NYC on the Sunday of Reunion
Weekend, and we are sure that Tom
and numerous other Colby friends
and classmates were present. Y Mike
Self ’70 writes: “You had a question in
your latest column about a Mike Self
playing hockey in the ECHL and was
he related to Mike Self from Colby.
The answer to that would be yes—he
is my nephew. I have another nephew
playing hockey professionally over in

Germany. The hockey blood runs
strong in our family. I graduated in
’70 but still feel more allegiance to
my original class of ’68. I’ve lived in
the Charlotte, N.C., area for over 30
years after finishing playing hockey.”
Y Barbara Brown writes: “Many
thoughts of Colby were with me
over this past (reunion) weekend. I
still live in Eagle, Idaho, and work
as a special education director of a
charter school on a part-time basis.
Dr. Brown became my official title
in 2006 when I earned my Ph.D. in
educational leadership. Hopefully, I
will be consulting once I officially
retire. My grandchildren are a big
part of my life now. There are five,
ages 2 to 5. Three live close by and
the other two are in Southern California. On the days that I don’t work,
I concentrate on my golf game. I walk
the 18 holes to get the exercise. Still
love the 19th hole! Would love to
hear from old friends.” (Classmates
may contact me for Barbara’s e-mail
address). —Peter Jost

69 I hope everyone had a won-

derful summer, and that you will
have adventures to relate when we
get together for next year’s 40th
reunion. It’s hard to believe that we
reached that milestone so quickly. I
hope many of you can return, in spite
of gasoline prices! Y Jane Chandler
Carney wrote in late spring that she
and Owen had returned to Virginia
from a wonderful month at Sugarloaf,
staying in the same camp as during her
Colby years. She’s plans to return this
winter and says that they are “in the
book” if you are in the neighborhood.
Y Kristen Kreamer lives in Philadelphia and works as a nurse practitioner
at Fox Chase Cancer Center, caring
for lung cancer patients. She finds
great satisfaction in her work and sees
herself staying there until retirement.
She is also “slogging through raising
two teenagers,” having waited until
her 40s to start a family. Her few
moments of peace and quiet are spent
reading. Although she has not been
back to Colby for many years, she
hopes to return for our reunion next
spring. Y Moses Silverman writes
that following his tour with the Peace
Corps he attended law school and
has been practicing at Paul, Weiss,
Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison in
New York for 35 years. “I enjoy what
I do and have no plans to retire any
time soon.” His son, Ben, is following in his footsteps—currently in
law school. Ben spent two years in

China before and during college and
this summer worked with Chinese
Legal Services for indigent criminal
defendants in Xi’an Shaanxi Province.
Moses’s daughter, Rachel, completed
her junior year in college, is thinking
about a career in theater, and spent
her summer as an assistant teacher in a
theater program for city grade-school
children. His wife, Betty, retired as
chief real estate lawyer for TIAACREF and is now general counsel
for the Anti-Defamation League.
He says he has regular contact with
Ginger Dupont Eckert, who visits
from Vancouver every summer, his
roommate Giles (Gus) Browne,
who lives in Lincoln, Mass., and
Sari Abul-Jubein whenever he’s in
Cambridge. Y Leslie Podgus Blanding was back at Colby this spring to
attend the graduation of her youngest
child. She hopes to make it back for
our reunion and perhaps have her
recently graduated son join her for his
first! Leslie still teaches German at
Manchester (N.H.) West High School
and is sharing director’s duties for an
exchange program, which takes her to
Germany most every year, along with
15 or 20 teenagers. Last year, rather
than a trip to Germany, she enjoyed a
new experience and “visited Bemidji,
Minn., for a course in immersion
methods, which included visits to
the Concordia Language Villages—
camps where kids run around speaking Finnish or Japanese or Russian,
while doing all the normal summer
camp things. It’s an amazing place,
and the drive there and back showed
me parts of America I knew nothing
about. It was a refreshing change
from Europe.” Leslie looks forward
to seeing everybody at reunion! Y
Spring 2009 is just around the corner,
so please send me some information
that I can share with our classmates!
—Ray Gerbi

70 Only a handful of you sent news

for this issue. Please let us know what
you have been doing, especially if we
haven’t heard from you in awhile.
Y Bill Aldrich is a foster “parent”
for MSPCA and writes that his first
orphan, Queenie, a neglected Rottweiler who had lost a leg after being hit
by a car, is now happy in an adoptive
home. Bill and his own newly adopted
poodle enjoy meeting dogs and their
owners in his neighborhood. Bill has
done some video work at the CATV
station in Newton, Mass., and in the
process became interested in video
editing. You can view a small clip of

cross-country ski races at Weston
Ski Track at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ci4SoxVdHp4. Bill planned
to enter the RAGBRAI (Register’s
Annual Great Bike Ride Across Iowa)
this summer. He’s been told it’s a
“Woodstock on Wheels.” Alluding to
a recent illness, Bill writes, “I strongly
recommend that everyone makes sure
your children or grandchildren get
the vaccine for chickenpox. If you
have had chickenpox you may want
to get the vaccine for shingles, as it
is not a pleasant experience.” Good
advice, Bill. Y My apologies to Lin
Stone Gallagher for the delay in
posting the picture she sent. Be sure
to visit our class page (at www.colby.
edu/alumni) to see Lin, Sara Orton
Glickman ’71, and Ann Arbor during
their Ecuador trip (reported in an
earlier column). Y Norma Rivero de
Biermeyer met U.S. Ambassador to
Venezuela Patrick Duddy ’72. After
finishing her engineering and construction degree, Norma has become
an expert supervisor of remodeling
old tropical houses. Y Independent
filmmaker Huey ( James Coleman)
directs the Maine Student Film and
Video Festival, open to Maine residents 19 and younger. A screening of
the finalist and winning films for 11th
annual festival took place this summer
in conjunction with the Maine International Film Festival in Waterville.
Y At our daughter’s wedding in June,
Steve and I caught up with Cindy
(Carlisle ’73) and Jeff Lovitz and
Ron ’71 and Patsy Skillings Sills ’73.
Jeff and Cindy’s oldest daughter was
to be married in August in Puerto
Rico. Ron and Patsy will soon realize
their dream of retiring to Arizona.
Y Please keep your e-mails coming!
—Deb Fitton Mansfield

71 After a very long winter with

more snow here in the Northeast
than many of us have seen in years,
spring has sprung and summer is
already upon us with its oppressive
humidity draining me of strength. As
I continue to try to redefine my own
life after Jeff’s death (my longtime
partner) in January 2008, I’m eerily
aware of the passage of time. Each
moment deserves great reverence and
respect. Thank you to those who have
written of your moments in time to
share with our classmates. Y Jacques
Hermant writes from France, where
he heads the department of corporate
strategy and international business
at Audecia School of Management
in Nantes, near Brittany. Having

traveled extensively, Jacques taught in
Austria and coached a team of French
students for the global cyber-case
challenge at Ohio State University,
where he returned this fall. He
recently had a visit from Sara Crisp
’80 who had been their au pair 27
years ago. Y Leslie Anderson and
her husband made the move from
Massachusetts to Portland, Maine,
where they enjoy the leave-the-carand-walk-to-everything way of life.
Leslie still paints and plays the guitar
in a jam band in Yarmouth, Maine.
She planned a July visit with Debbie
Messer Zlatin, Pat Trow Parent,
Jan Blatchford Gordon, Karen
Hoerner Neel, and Mary Jukes
Howard. Anyone visiting Downeast
Maine is welcome to stop by her
flower farm and gallery in Sedgwick.
Y Congratulations to Jon Stone on
the birth of his first grandchild, a
boy born to his son, Brent, who lives
with his wife, Caroline, in Wellesley,
Mass. Y Back in school again, Nancy
Hammar Austin has enrolled in a
CAGS in science and mathematics
teaching with Fitchburg State College
in order to get her initial teacher’s
license. She drove to Maine recently
for a visit with Jeff Stanton and with
Janet Beals and Dave Nelson, who
were visiting from Colorado. Y Beth
Marker is still pursuing her career
as assistant director of forensic toxicology at the Office of the Medical
Examiner in New York City. Retirement plans are entering her mind, and
include an eventual move to Oregon,
where she has visited regularly for
many years. Each Labor Day Beth
participates in the Columbia River
Cross Channel Swim in the town of
Hood River, Ore. This will be her
22nd consecutive year. Afterwards
she visits friends all over the Pacific
Northwest. Y I send wishes to all of
you for a happy fall season. Send me
news of your lives whenever the spirit
moves you. —Ann E. Miller
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Chris Sample began his
20th year as a licensed arborist,
operating his own small business,
Quality Tree Service, in central
Maine. This summer he celebrated
the 35th anniversary of his marriage
to Judy Mandeville, former Colby
dance instructor. Y Peter Crosby,
of St. Johnsbury, was elected to the
board of directors of Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Vermont. Peter is
president and CEO of Passumpsic
Savings Bank, where his career has
included management and leadership
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A Study Abroad | Morgan Murphy ’76

Less than a year out of Colby, Morgan Murphy
’76 was, by most definitions, on his way.
The economics major had a job at Standard &
Poor’s in New York City, where he created synopses
of major companies based on their annual and
quarterly reports. He had a comfortable apartment
on Manhattan’s Upper West Side and was enjoying
everything his hometown had to offer.
It wasn’t enough.
At Colby Murphy had contracted a penchant for
travel, which he traces to his junior year abroad in
Costa Rica. He spent a month in the community
of La Virgen in the Sarapiqui region, and by the
end of his stay he “got to know the little village
really well.” The experience of becoming thoroughly
acquainted with a specific place and facets of a
foreign culture—instead of sightseeing—would
become a deciding factor in the path Murphy’s life
would take.
With recent hires allowed only two weeks of
paid vacation a year, Murphy took an extended
leave during the S&P reports department offseason, between November and February. He
sub-let his apartment and set off on a trip that
included Europe and North Africa. While visiting a
friend of a Colby classmate in Switzerland—one of
the few people Murphy could look up in Europe—
something clicked. After returning to New York in
February, “like I promised,” Murphy still felt the
pull. Admitting that “New York sucks you in … it’s
very hard to get out,” he wrenched himself away.
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He quit his job and moved to Switzerland. He’s
never looked back.
Murphy taught English, working as many
hours as his student permit would allow and
supplementing his income by doing translation
work. “Switzerland is one of the few countries
where you can live well working part time,”
Murphy said. He soon re-entered the world of
finance and worked at several institutions before
finally joining an insurance company. He lives
with his wife, Anna, in Zug, south of Zurich,
commuting to his job as a banking and financial
specialist with insurance company Zurich Financial
Services. His son Allan, 14, attends the Zug
Gymnasium, an advanced high school for students
planning to go on to university. Another son, Kevin,
20, is traveling.
Now Murphy speaks fluent Spanish, German,
and Swiss, and he spends leisure time mountain
biking, hiking, ski touring, and kite-boarding.
After 30 years abroad, Murphy now feels
more Swiss and European than American. But
he maintains that all Americans—and not just
those with an expatriate bent—should spend
time outside of their country in order to more
fully understand that the United States is part
of a much larger world with diverse languages
and cultures.
His advice for current students—or anyone for
that matter—considering going abroad? “Do it.”
—James Violette ’11

positions. He also serves as a director
of the Federal Home Loan Bank in
Boston. Y Bill Johnson remarried in
November 2006, to Marianne Orton,
and lives happily in Walnut Creek,
Calif., working as a scheduler for
NuStar Energy. Y Marjorie Chamberlain Bisognano loved everything
about Colby, especially meeting
Frank, who retired six years ago and
discovered how nice it is to see the light
of day. Their older son is on his own
and their second son, who is developmentally disabled, is making strides
toward independence. “We enjoy
the view of the 16th fairway from
our new, down-sized home,” writes
Marjorie. “Frank plays golf three to
four times a week and convinced me
to start playing. Although we still live
in Massachusetts most of the year, we
spend most of February in Aruba.” Y
Kathleen Otterson Cintavey sent
news about Jim and Diane Malpass
Gloriant, who recently retired and
traveled to Ohio to spend time with
Kathe and her husband, Al. Kathe
recently became superintendent at
Wickliffe City Schools. She and
Al are building a green-technology
home that borders a conservation
area. They look forward to wildlife
in their yard. Their son, Chris ’97,
is an economist in Tokyo, and their
daughter, Elizabeth, is in banking.
Y Gary Petzold retired June 19
after 35 years as dean of students at
Minnechaug Regional High School
in Wilbraham, Mass. He planned to
spend the summer sailing, fall fixing
the house, and then look for a job to
help finance his two children’s college
educations. Sarah is a senior at RPI
and Tom is a freshman at Fitchburg
State. Gary and wife Sue look forward
to the next reunion, when his job won’t
keep him away! (Our 40th reunion
will be in 2012.) Y Donna Power
Stowe found out at reunion that Tom
and Ellen Woods Sidar lived less than
10 miles away in Virginia. Donna and
husband Ron Stowe had a wonderful
time going to movies and dinner with
them. But Tom and Ellen moved back
to Maine this spring; Tom is now
executive director of Frenchman’s
Bay Conservancy. Donna is executive
director of the District of Columbia
Education Compact, a nonprofit that
connects community-based organizations to public schools. Working
with one of the worst performing
school systems in the country, she’s
had a year of challenges, inspiration, and political acuity. “I never
thought I would be working the long
hours, engaged so deeply in societal

change as I am right now, but it is an
incredible opportunity to make the
needed changes and stand for what is
right.” Retirement is a few years off.
Y Dick Kaynor’s life revolves around
Transcendental Meditation. He went
to India in February for Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi’s cremation and related
Vedic ceremonies, and he jumped at
every excuse to stay. He was in the
foothills of the Himalayas teaching
TM to residents of Nainital, a town
reminiscent of Switzerland with a
distinctly Indian flavor. When stateside, Dick is at Maharishi University
of Management in Fairfield, Iowa,
where he runs into Bill Goldstein
(legal counsel to the university)
and Cindy Jevne Buck (freelance
writer). Ted Weissman ’71 and Alan
Colby ’70 are among other grads in
the community. Dick’s also in touch
with Jon Miller ’73, an attorney in
Boulder, Colo., who instructed scores
of Colby students and faculty in TM,
and Wendy Shocket Kaplan ’74, his
official and dear Jewish mother on
Long Island. Dick returns to his family’s summer home in Maine almost
every August. Y Carol Johnson just
completed 30 years with Allstate. She
expected to ride off into the sunset
but is too young to access retirement
funds! So she’ll be in Portsmouth a
few more years building up that nest
egg. Her newest interest is long-term
care insurance, “as we are all going
to need it.” Carol spends time in Belgrade Lakes at her family camp, which
they’ve winterized so they can visit
year-round. Carol’s mother, Lydia
Farnham Johnson ’40, is 89 1/2 and
opened her gift shop for the 61st year.
It must be that good Colby training.
Way to go Colby women! Y Keep us
posted. It’s great to hear from people
we’ve never heard from before. What
a great way to keep connected. Live
well, laugh often, love much. —Nancy
Round Haley

73 Thanks to Carol Chalker,

Lucia Whittelsey, Alex Wilson,
and Anne Badmington Cass who
wrote to say how much fun our 35th
Reunion weekend was! Alex, Joe
Mattos, John Krasnavage, Bob
Diamond, and Wells Pile began
the weekend at the Presidential Golf
Tournament at the Belgrade Lakes
Golf Club. Meanwhile Debbie Mael
Mandino and her daughter, Michele,
a junior at Suffolk University, decorated our headquarters in Chaplin,
and classmates met there Friday
evening to visit. Because she had a
broken foot, Anne Badmington

Cass rode, not walked, in Saturday’s
parade of classes. Wells Pile and his
dog (a repeat reunion attendee) led the
parade, which culminated with the
presentation of class gifts in the field
house. Here Lisa Kehler Bubar and
Carol Chalker, class co-presidents,
presented President Bro Adams
with the check for our class, which
exceeded the gifts of all the classes
(!) thanks to the generosity of Bob
Diamond. At these ceremonies Bob
received the Ernest C. Mariner Distinguished Service Award and Alex
Wilson received a Colby Brick for 15
years of volunteer service to Colby.
Later some class members attended
the lobster bake and many used the
afternoon to continue catching up
with classmates. Then it was time
for the class reception and dinner,
held at the Colby Museum of Art.
Our reunion committee sponsored
an Iron Chef competition during
the cocktail hour, and two teams
of four competed to make the besttasting designer martini and mocktini
(nonalcoholic). According to Alex, the
team of Wendy Knickerbocker, Sue
Yovic Hoeller, Anne Badmington
Cass, and Carolyn Penney Floyd
created a delicious golden-colored
beverage that was named best martini
by renowned martini connoisseur
Bob Diamond. The team of Cindy
Carlisle Lovitz, Janice Johnson
Peterson, Joe Mattos, and Morrie
Herman didn’t fare as well with their
crimson-colored martini, but their
other entry did win best mocktini.
Retired faculty members were introduced: Tom Longstaff, Wayne Smith,
Charlie Bassett, and former football
coach Dick McGee. The After Eight
sang before dinner and President Bro
Adams offered a champagne toast to
congratulate our class for making our
reunion gift participation goal (56
percent). Following a delicious dinner,
Mark Serdjenian and Carol Chalker
were elected class president and class
correspondent, respectively, to serve
until our next reunion. Then Colby
trustee and benefactor extraordinaire
Bob Diamond entertained everyone
as class speaker telling how he reconnected with Colby and sharing his
insights about volunteering for the
College the past 14 years. (On that
Friday Colby announced that the
Diamond Family Foundation made a
sizable gift to support environmental
programs and initiatives.) Bob is
excited that his son, Charlie, is in the
Class of 2012. After dinner festivities
concluded, classmates continued to
visit. Others in attendance included

Jan Crook-Hueners, Dave Lane,
Sue Colucci Neumyer, Jean Straehl
Moss, Cindy Sanders Ingalls, and
Jon Linn. I’m sure there were others,
and I know many spouses (and some
children) joined in the fun. One
person who could not attend was Tim
Landry, who has been serving in the
Peace Corps Mexico Program since
October 2007. Tim works in environmental management and remediation
with the Tlaxcala state branch of
SEMARNAT (Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources). He
says the transition to living in a new
culture and using a new language (his
training included learning Spanish)
has been a revitalizing experience,
and he enjoys living in beautiful and
fascinating central Mexico. Y This is
my last column as class correspondent.
Thanks to Lisa Kehler Bubar and
Carol Chalker for serving as copresidents and organizing Reunion
Weekend. Thanks, too, to everyone
who took the time to write to me these
past five years. It was fun to reconnect!
Keep your news coming to Carol, who
pointed out that our next reunion
(our 40th!) in 2013 will coincide with
Colby’s 200th anniversary. She urges
everyone to save the date to celebrate
this milestone with Colby. —Roberta
Rollins Wallace

74 Greg Smith has spent 30

years engineering and selling large
machinery to industrial food processors while living in the Pacific
Northwest. He and his wife, Jo-Ellen
(Bois ’77), celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary in June and have
two college-aged daughters: Fiona
at Colorado College and Adrien at
Boston University. He mentioned
that a charitable foundation was
started in memory of Gary Millen,
who passed away last year, and Delta
Upsilon alumni started a reunion
weekend in May as a fundraiser for the
foundation. Y Andrew Lipton lives
part time in Durango, Colo., and part
time in New York City. He practices
law, traveling around the country
handling occupational disease cases
(chemical-induced cancers from
workplace exposures to beryllium,
benzene, vinyl chloride and the like)
and environmental litigation. He has
two sons, one a banker in Ohio and
the other studying marine biology
at UNCW in Wilmington, N.C.
Andrew’s passion is photography
and he is doing photographs for a
book about sustainable lifestyles. Y
Jim Lazour practices dentistry and
lives in Arlington, Va. He also plays

senior golf tournaments locally, statewide, and nationally. Chris Koerner
’76 came to Jim out of nowhere as
a patient. Jim still keeps in touch
with Dick Whitmore and keeps up
with the Colby basketball program.
Y Dennis Delehanty has sent up a
Facebook account and encourages
other members of our class to do the
same to keep in touch on a more regular basis. There are only 13 members
of the Class of 1974 with Facebook
profiles. Dennis asked Jeff Barske
to set up a profile on Facebook and
he now has over 90 friends online.
Y H. Jefferson Megargel II writes
that he is permanently disabled and
entered a nursing home in August
2006. He encourages classmates to
write him at 7 Midland Gardens,
#15K, Bronxville, N.Y. 10708 or call
him at 914-738-2131. Y Richard Vann
works for a government consulting
firm in the D.C. area and is married
with two daughters. One is majoring
in information technology at Guilford
College and the other in piano and
psychology at Indiana University.
He and his wife, Araxie, have been
married 26 years and live in Fairfax,
Va. His wife is from Armenia and is
the director of the Armenian language
service at the Voice of America. Y I will
be spending the next year working on
a G scale garden railroad my husband
and I are building in our backyard. He
does the labor, I do the gardening.
Please mark your calendars for June
2009 when we celebrate our 35th
reunion at Colby. Hope to see you
there. —S. Ann Earon
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R ich Cifelli wrote from
Poland, where he met with the staff
of a journal he edits. Most times you’ll
find him at the Oklahoma Museum
of Natural History as the paleontologist (aka “dinosaur guy”). He teaches
zoology and geology at University
of Oklahoma, raises two great boys,
tends his property, and makes cabinets. No wonder Rich has little time
to play music! Y Jeanne O’Brien
Crocker had a spring of graduations:
son Thomas from Clark (where he’s
continuing for his master’s), daughter
Elizabeth from high school (headed
to Northeastern), and South Portland
High, where Jeanne’s been principal
for 10 years. Jeanne is working to
strengthen the link between SPHS
and Colby. Y Ann Conway received
her M.F.A. in creative writing from
Seattle Pacific. The program, affiliated with the journal Image, focused
on the relationship between art,
faith, and mystery. Ann writes for
COLBY / FALL 2008
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Image (www.imagejournal.org) and
conducts retreats on disability and
spirituality. She’s contemplating a
move south for better winters. Y Scott
Butchart was named associate dean of
Brookline High School, after teaching French since 1984. He and his
wife, Christine, live in Needham with
sons Liam, Niall, Conall, and Aidan.
Having coached soccer and skiing at
the high school, Scott now coaches
his sons’ teams. Y After graduating
from Colby Rick Anzelc taught
math, then worked in programming
and data processing. In 1982 Rick
co-founded Hi-Tech Software and
is now owner and president. Hi-Tech
provides administrative and clinical
software for 90 percent of Maine’s
nursing homes and many more in
other states. A Morning Sentinel article
featuring Rick was titled “Serendipity and Software.” Obviously, Rick
paid attention to President Strider’s
serendipity speech! Y Lynn Leavitt
Marrison’s older daughter graduated
from Yale this spring, then headed to
medical school in Charleston. Lynn’s
younger daughter completed her
junior year at the Hotchkiss School
and is researching colleges. Lynn
loves teaching third grade at a little
Episcopalian day school. She and
her husband have purchased land on
the Kennebec River for retirement.
Y Jed Snyder received his second
Navy Superior Civilian Service medal
from the Secretary of the Navy. He
next heads to Hawaii. Y Richard
Oparowski (aka Opie) left Citigroup
this spring, but for a mini-retirement.
He’d been with them since 1977, most
recently as director of business risk
and control for the Consumer Lending Group. His main goal now is to
maintain the proper balance between
work and play. Richard and his wife,
Gail, live in Newtown, Conn., and
“continue to be best friends after
almost 39 years.” Their oldest, Beth,
works for Genworth in Richmond.
Jon, their youngest, recently married
and lives in North Carolina. Y Sarah
and Doug McMurrey planned to
escape Houston’s summer heat with
a week sailing the Maine coast. Son
Jay (Colby ’06) works and studies in
London; daughter Leigh enjoys college life at UVA. Y Jack Dean started
a charitable foundation that helps
people get alternative healing. Learn
more at www.ourweepingangel.org.
His oldest daughter, Emily, graduated
from Penn State, daughter Allison
returned from a semester in Rome,
and son Jackson completed 10th
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Sarah Owen Tabor ’70, an art teacher
at Bangor High School for more than
20 years, was named 2007-08 Maine Art
Educator of the Year by the Maine Art
Education Association. In addition to
teaching art, Tabor continues to pursue
a career as an artist, and her work has
been featured in several galleries and
shows. v Carolyn Johns ’75, associate
professor of environmental studies at St.
Sarah Owen Tabor ’70
Lawrence University, was named to the
Grace Fippinger Endowed Professorship in Science. Her research is
on freshwater ecosystems in the St. Lawrence River, and her course
curricula center on air and water pollution, sustainable agriculture,
and environmental backlash. v For leadership in the public sector,
and for having made a significant contribution to the future of
Greater Portland, Jerre Bryant ’76 will be honored with Portland
Regional Chamber of Commerce’s Neal Allen Award. Bryant is the
city administrator of Westbrook, Maine.

milestones
Deaths: Robert B. Nelson ’72, July 1, 2008, in Groton, Mass.,
at 59. v Mary Eckhoff Dreyer ’74, August 7, 2008, in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y., at 55.
Marriages: Stephen A. Etzel ’74 to Andrea Friberg in Cape
Elizabeth, Maine
grade. Jack’s in Marshfield, Mass.,
and was looking forward to a summer
of sailing. Y This summer Fred
McGrail became Lehigh University’s
vice president for communications.
Previously he had been director of
communications and public relations at Northeastern. Fred and his
wife, Rosalind, have two daughters,
Lindy and Kate. Y After seven years
as Maine Audubon’s executive director, Kevin Carley is Pacific-bound
to become the Peace Corps’ country
director for the Federated States
of Micronesia and Palau. Y Kevin
Murphy lives outside Philadelphia
with Patty, his wife of 30 years, and
commutes to D.C. Kevin’s son, Brian,
graduated from Ithaca College and
is in the U.S. Navy, while daughter
Shannon was finishing her senior year
at James Madison University. Kevin
welcomes all old friends to join him
for a round of golf. Y Class president
Paul Boghossian wants you to start
thinking about our 35th reunion in
June 2011, noting, “It’s fun, and you
get to plan the reunion you want.”
If you’re interested, contact him at
paulboghossian@gmail.com. Paul is
expecting a spring 2009 dedication
for the Hathaway Creative Center
project in Waterville. If you’d like to

be invited to the grand opening or an
advance tour, e-mail Paul. Y Jenny
Frutchy Ford continues to work
for two philanthropists who support
progressive politics and emerging
visual artists. Her daughter is a junior
at Brown and captain of the women’s
swim team. Her son, who is starting at
Middlebury, was headed to Beijing to
be a translator at the Olympics. Jenny
asked me to thank all of our class’s
contributors to the Colby Fund. To
which I’ll add that, if this column has
brought back fond memories of our
Colby days, now would be a terrific
time to make this year’s contribution!
Have a great fall, everyone! —Robert
Weinstein

77 Greetings once again classmates, from your about to be excorrespondent. Y Bill Yoder has taken
a new position as an organizational
effectiveness consultant with SRA
International Corporation, a company located in the D.C. area that
does technology consulting. The
job sounds really interesting, and
who knew you could get paid gobs
of money for being well organized?
Bill’s daughter, Stephanie, graduated
from Emory last spring and spent
the summer backpacking through

Europe, which is an excellent summer
job. His son, Willy, is at Ohio Wesleyan University studying sports
journalism and has his own blog
called TheNatsBog.com, which is
probably about the baseball team and
not pesky insects. Y Nancy Epstein
became a rabbi in 2006 and has been
working for the Reconstructionist
movement since she was ordained.
Nancy works with synagogues (thank
God for spell-check) and consults
on issues such as governance and
lay-clergy relations. She also serves
at the local rabbinical college as a
spiritual director to the students,
and she continues to teach at Drexel
University in the School of Public
Health, where she is an associate
professor. Nancy lives in the Mount
Airy neighborhood of Philadelphia
and says she loves it there. It sounds
like she has no trouble staying busy. Y
Jerry Chadwick writes that his wife,
Ligia (Campana), spent last summer
in South America again with daughter
Elizabeth. They must really like the…
food. They spent three weeks in Peru
climbing a 27-mile stretch of the Inca
Trail at an altitude of 13,000 feet. I’m
exhausted just writing about it. Jerry
stayed home, worked his day job, and
started his doctoral dissertation. Y
Kevin Farnham sent news for the
first time in my six-plus-year tenure
as correspondent. It is a wonderful
thing because (trumpets please) he has
foolishly, I mean generously, offered
to be our new class correspondent!
Kevin’s son, Jesse, graduated from
Wesleyan last spring and is in the
computer science doctoral program
at some university named Princeton.
Kevin’s daughter, Kayla, is at Hampshire College in Massachusetts where
she is majoring in music. Kevin lives
in Connecticut and says he and his
wife have embarked on a Thoreauvian
experiment in self-sufficient living.
They intend to grow a big garden
and heat their house with corn stoves
this winter instead of using oil. It’s
not clear what Kevin will do for
electricity, but maybe he intends to
write the class news column in longhand by candlelight. Kevin, you are
the man for volunteering to be our
correspondent. It’s time to pass the
baton. Thank you, and I know you’ll
do a great job. I wish all my classmates
well, and I will sign off for the last
time. —Mark Lyons

78 For those who missed our 30th

reunion (June 7-8), we had a great
time! We had a respectable turnout,

enough to take over Champlin Hall.
The campus looks amazing and is
still beautiful. Best of all, though, was
reconnecting with old friends and, for
me, meeting people I had not known
while at Colby. Hopefully we’ll have
an even bigger turnout for our next
reunion, which coincides with Colby’s
200th anniversary. Y John Devine,
who has done such a great job as class
agent for so many years, writes, “Sarah
Devine graduated from Harvard in
June. She will be teaching at the New
Canaan Country Day School. A few
days prior to graduation her crew boat
competed in the NCAA National
Rowing Championships. The women’s varsity eight won the petite finals
and had the fourth fastest time of all
the boats. Thanks to everyone who
contributed to the Colby Fund in
honor of our 30th reunion. We had
the highest participation rate ever
accomplished by the Class of 1978.”
Y Dan Driscoll missed reunion but
writes, “Elaine (Regan ’80) and I have
been busy this spring. We just finished
a stint as co-presidents of Roxbury
Latin School Parents’ Auxiliary,
with Johnny, our youngest, starting
seventh grade in the fall. Danny, 16,
is a sophomore who loves football.
Matt, 20, and Alicia, 19, are both at
Dartmouth College, so we’ve made a
number of trips to Hanover and follow
Matt’s rugby team on the road. I’ve
got a busy internal medical practice in
Milton and spend time doing administrative work for our physicians’
organization and teaching.” Y Tom
Gilligan writes from Chapin, S.C.,
where he and wife, Anne, live with
their daughter Becca. After 15 years in
Littleton, Colo., they made the move
east three years ago and enjoy living
on a lake with wildlife and peace and
quiet. Their son, Andrew, graduated
from the University of Vermont and
daughter Sarah is entering her senior
year at Wellesley. Becca is a senior
in high school, so they’re waiting to
see about her college choices. They
recently met up with Jim Crook, his
wife, Andrea, and their three daughters in Charleston. Y It was great to
see Judy Fairclough at reunion. She
writes, “Rooming with Nancy Piccin
was even better than old times. It was
fun playing foosball with lime wedges
because there were no foosballs,
considering going up to the blue light
to watch the sun rise, dancing to the
Werewolves of London, but the best part
was connecting with people I did not
know at Colby but wish I had.” Judy
recently saw Emily De Giacomo

Roberts and Greg Jordan in San
Diego, where they enjoyed a “long
two-bottle lunch laughing so hard
they were crying looking at my old
Colby photo album.” According to
Judy, Emily teaches and Greg plays
golf. Y Lisa Klein Boldt spent a week
with her family skiing in Zermatt and
another skiing at Alta with her son,
Ian, 16. Y Thanks to all of you who
wrote in with news. —Lea Jackson
Morrissey and Janet Santry Houser

79 Team Lovejoy (Carl) writes to

say all is well. Eldest son Ben played for
the Pittsburgh Penguins’ American
Hockey League team in Wilkes Barre,
which made it to the Calder Cup finals
this year. Second son, Matt, finished
his freshman year at the University of
Virginia, where he plays lacrosse. His
team made it to the NCAA Final Four.
Carl’s youngest son, Nick, finished his
sophomore year at Deerfield Academy
and has committed to Dartmouth,
where he will play hockey starting in
fall 2010. Y Laurie Borden felt her
age recently when recruiting physicians in Middlebury, Vt. She said that
doctors are always supposed to be
older than us, but they recently hired
a Colby grad, Lewis Holmes ’85, that
didn’t fit that description. Laurie’s
son, Colin, attends Montana State,
where he will graduate next year with
a degree in tech ed and alternative
energy sources. Her daughter, Haley,
headed to University of San Francisco
at the end of summer. Laurie looks
forward to the 30th reunion. Y It’s
been awhile since we heard from
Laurel Johnson Black. She teaches
writing at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania and directs its Center of
Teaching Excellence. Laurel also runs
workshops on ghost and paranormal
investigation and advises the Paranormal Society of IUP. Her husband
is an archivist at nearby Seton Hill.
They have a 13-year-old daughter,
Willa. Y First-time submitter Ellen
Dunwoody Bollier writes in after
being inspired by her son Thomas’s
first year at Colby. It was an interesting
experience seeing him up at Colby, she
said. Ellen resides in Amherst, Mass.,
with her husband, David. They have
another son, Sam, a senior at Brown.
Ellen is a psychotherapist and psychopharmacologist with a practice in
Northampton. When not working
she’s painting watercolors or in her
vegetable garden or out biking. Y
Another first-time submission comes
from Reid Cassidy, for more than 24
years a probation officer for the Lynn

District Court. He put his two oldest
daughters, Jackie, 25, and Megann, 24,
through college and decided to go to
law school himself. Reid graduated
June 6 and sat for the bar July 30-31.
Reid and wife Jane are still busy raising daughters Erin, 13, and Colbie, 11.
He hopes to make a reunion one of
these years. (Any Lambda Chi brothers willing to help?) Y Kathy Quimby
Johnson sends greet ings from
Carrick-on Suir, County Tipperary,
Ireland, where she, husband Greg ’78,
and their daughter are on a working
vacation. She is with a group involved
in a book project about a Civil War
Medal-of-Honor holder born there
in 1837 who emigrated to the States
in 1848. Kathy is editing the book,
which is scheduled for publication
in late 2008 or early 2009. Y In April
Robert Kinney joined the Office of
the Attorney General of New Jersey
as a deputy attorney general in the
Environmental Enforcement Section,
doing mainly water and air pollution
litigation. Prior to that Bob was in solo
law practice and worked as a volunteer
organizer in Pennsylvania for Barack
Obama prior to the PA primary. Bob
and wife Kay will celebrate their 24th
wedding anniversary in October
(Congrats!). Son Matt, 15, started
10th grade and traveled to Beijing
the end of June with an honors band
(he plays French horn). Daughter
Sarah, 11, in sixth grade, is a budding
equestrian and plays piano and oboe.
The Kinneys plan to be in Maine next
June for reunion and Bob is starting
his diet now in preparation. Y Gayle
Amato sent her second child, Jacob,
to Bucknell this fall, where he’ll pole
vault on the track team. She caught
up with Mary Rolerson Hebert ’78
when Jacob participated in the New
England Outdoor Track and Field
Championship in Saco, Maine, this
summer. Daughter Amanda finished
her second year at Cornell and stayed
on campus doing summer research.
Youngest son Tucker is a junior in high
school. Gayle still enjoys her job in
clinical systems at Bayer Healthcare
and works from a satellite office in
New Haven, Conn., despite the US
Pharma headquarters moving from
CT to NJ. She works three days a week
from home and only ends up in NJ a
few times a month, which is fine with
her. Her husband, Jerry, a computer
consultant, works from home four
days a week and rides his bike the
40-mile round trip to his office on
Mondays. Y David Bernier and Jay
Violette ’81 have been working with
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others to raise $3.1 million for the
Waterville Public Library building
expansion and expansion of services to
the public and resolving ADA access
issues. David is the president of the
library’s board of trustees. Y I enjoyed
the July 4th weekend with my family.
My oldest was home for the weekend
and it was great to have both girls
together. Please keep sending news.
—Cheri Bailey Powers

80 Mark Garvin took in a Red

Sox game in May with Elliott Pratt,
Laurie Foster Gosster, and Doug
Deangelis ’79, who flew in from
Portland, Ore., just for the game. As
Mark said, “Doug is either a dedicated
Sox fan, a loyal Colby alum, or a guy
with a lot of frequent flyer miles!” Y
Alice Domar has been busy lately.
She was on campus in April for her
first meeting as a Colby Overseer.
Her girls, Sarah and Katie, finished
up sixth and first grades, and her
husband, David Ostrow, still works
at Prentice Hall. Her latest book, Be
Happy Without Being Perfect, came out
in March with the obligatory publicity
tours, including three appearances on
the Today Show. She’s co-writing a new
book due out next May tentatively
titled How To Be Pretty Healthy. Alice
blogs every week for a new health Web
site BeWell.com (very hip, Alice!), and
is still directing the Domar Center
for Mind/Body Health and running
the mind/body programs at Boston
IVF. To top it all off, she celebrated
her 50th at Disney World with the
family. Y Since Verizon bought MCI
two years ago, John Veilleux has been
part of the Verizon legal department
supporting marketing and customer
contracts for the business “enterprise”
division, which serves big corporate
clients. John writes that Tom Dailey
is also with Verizon, serving as general
counsel for Verizon Online, and was
recently pictured in the Washington
Post alongside Andrew Cuomo. Y
Also in the news, the Providence
Journal-Bulletin reports that Amy
Page Oberg was recently appointed
chairwoman of the board of directors
of the YMCA of Greater Providence.
Amy is counsel with Darrow Everett
LLP, a business law firm with offices
in Providence and Boston. Y In June
Fred Madeira captained his boat,
Resolute, in the 635-mile NewportBermuda race. Results aren’t in as I
write, but here’s wishing Freddy a safe
crossing and a trophy at the end! Y
And that’s it for this column. As we
each turn 50, I hope you’ll write and
update us on your celebrations and
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Margaret Klawunn ’82 has been named
vice president for campus life and student
services at Brown University. Ruth J.
Simmons, Brown’s president, hopes that
Klawunn’s “having taught, served as an
academic dean, and led student services,
will offer important insights as a leader of
the division of campus life and a member
of the senior administration.” v The 2008
Towson University Prize for Literature
Gregory Ciottone ’87, M.D. was awarded to Kurt S. Olsson ’83 for
the publication of his collection of poems, What Kills What Kills Us.
The award recognized the work for its “literary and aesthetic excellence.” v Poet William Kupinse ’89, associate professor of English
at the University of Puget Sound, was named the first-ever poet
laureate of Tacoma, Washington. v Greg Ciottone ’87, M.D., was
appointed chief medical officer by American Hospital Management.
He has more than 15 years of experience in clinical, academic, and
international medicine and is chair of disaster medicine at Harvard
Medical School.

milestones
Deaths: Terrence M. Weithers ’82, July 5, 2008, in Chicago, Ill.,
at 47.
Marriages: Scott Lainer ’87 to Vanessa Bhang in Stow, Mass.
reunions during this special year.
—Tom Marlitt

81 Val Talland still works at the

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
(19 years so far!) and is very excited
about the museum’s addition designed
by Renzo Piano. Val’s daughter, Tara,
finished sixth grade at Buckingham,
Browne, & Nichols last spring. An
even bigger spring highlight for Val
was a “very impressive” trip to the
Galápagos Islands. Y El Presidente
Bob Ryan had dinner with Dani
Nemec M iscan while v isit ing
Washington, D.C., in June. Both Bob
and Dani sent e-mails to me on this
rendezvous—Dani’s younger daughter, Julia, enters McDaniel College in
Maryland this fall (“Colby was too far
away”), while her oldest daughter, Jessica, is a junior studying psychology
at Virginia Tech. Her 13-year-old
son, Joseph, entered high school this
fall having been inducted into the
National Junior Honor Society last
spring. Dani’s husband, Jim, returned
from a one-year tour in Afghanistan in
mid-July. Dani is “still working parttime with the government and staying
fit by mowing the lawn in 95-degree
weather.” Bob writes: “Needless to
say, Dani’s life in the States is no easier
than her travels and career in Tunisia,
Athens, or Kinshasa.” Y Mimi Pratt

Valyo had been loving her work
with learning-disabled seventh and
eighth graders when, unfortunately,
her job was axed due to budget cuts.
On the bright side, Mimi’s daughter,
Allie, had a great first year at Elon
University in North Carolina. “The
climate suits her very well and we wish
we could convince our son, Chris,
to go south, too, but he likes winter
and is concentrating on Boston area
schools.” Despite a rip-roaring thunderstorm that curtailed their time
on the lake, Mimi and husband John
hosted Gisele and Brian Picard for
an enjoyable afternoon last spring. Y
Nice to hear from neighboring town
dweller Karen Sondergeld Whitney,
who reports that hubby Duncan was
named chief scientific officer at a new
U.S. subsidiary of a Spanish personalized medicine company, and that
their son enjoyed freshman year at
the University of Denver. Karen and
Duncan see Colbyites fairly often,
welcoming the families of Dave
Ryley, Dr. Alice Domar ’80, and
Dr. Tom Rudder ’80 at their annual
Christmas Eve dinner. They also
had the pleasure of “running into”
(that’s Karen, not me) Dan Ossoff ’80
(married to Liz Pizzurro) at two high
school track meets last year, and they
took a wonderful cruise to the Greek
islands in August with the Rudder

family. In addition, they are good buds
with Jeff Protentis, director of sales
at Sequenom, and his wife, Barbara.
Jeff rode in a two-day, 150-mile bike
challenge to raise money for multiple
sclerosis last spring. Y Finally, Jennifer Sears Supple lives in Vermont
and teaches biology and plant biology
part-time at Johnson State College.
Jen qualified for and ran in the Boston
Marathon last April. Her younger
son, Jared, will graduate from high
school next year. Older son William
is a freshman at Colby this fall—Class
of 2012! —Steph Vrattos

82 Cindy Rich Dana had two

graduations this spring. “Boy, do I feel
old! My older daughter, Taylor, graduated from St. Ursula Academy and
will attend the Georgetown School
of Nursing and Health Studies as an
international health/premed major
in the fall and continue her illustrious rowing career as a member of
the Hoya crew. My second daughter,
Hollis, graduated from Ottawa Hills
Jr. High and will attend St. Ursula as
well. She hopes to row and play basketball during her high school years.”
Hollis and Cindy went to Ndola,
Zambia, for a two-week mission trip
where they taught and mentored
the children and wives of the men
attending the Kafakumba Pastor
School. Cindy has become a professional volunteer, working closely with
the United Way of Greater Toledo
and the Toledo Museum of Art, in
addition to board positions at the
girls’ school. Volunteering, of course,
leaves her plenty of time to tag along
with Charles as he trots the globe for
Owens Corning. Paris has become a
kind of a second home, as he acquired
a French company this past year. She
would love to hear from anyone in the
area. Y Claire Brovender Lilliedahl
wrote: “After spending six great years
as an at-home mom after my twins
were born, I headed back to work in
the fall for my old company, Winter,
Wyman, as a recruiter (headhunter
to most of us). I spent seven months
in software engineering, where I had
been successful before the twins, and
just as things were getting a natural
rhythm and a little easier, I took over
the Software Professional Services
and Technical Support Group. We
skied a lot this year, primarily at
Loon Mountain since we bought
a condo in North Woodstock last
September. Dan and I, being avid
skiers, wanted to ensure the kids
grow up doing our favorite sport as
often as possible. Matthew and Jes-

sica are in second grade and Jake is
in ninth.” Claire hasn’t seen Susan
Wechsler Atkins since reunion, but
they speak weekly and more. Susan’s
oldest, Jeffrey, graduated from high
school and is headed off to college.
Jordan will enter 10th grade. She and
husband Steve stay happily settled in
Chicago, where she plays a lot of golf
and volunteers in numerous activities
in support of her family and friends. Y
Lila Duffy lives in Tucson, Ariz. Her
dad passed away in February and she
moved there to spend time with him
while he was ill and to help her mom
with his care. Lila works as director
of development at St. Michael’s Parish
Day School, a co-ed K-8 Episcopal
school. She’s been there two years and
enjoys academia after 12 years in the
corporate world (MBNA, now Bank of
America). She would love to hear from
classmates at lilaz3@earthlink.net. Y
Matt Lewis left Lehman Brothers
after 11 years, an early victim of the
sub-prime mortgage crisis. He just
passed his one-year anniversary on
the asset-backed securities desk at
SwissRe, also in midtown NYC. He
has been racing in lots of duathlons
(like a triathlon, but with two run
segments) and has managed to get
closer to his Colby weight. His twins,
Omar and Kayla, are 8, and, “let’s just
say my wife, Marie, is over 30.” Alison
Brown or Karen Zuffante Pabon,
if you read this, e-mail Matt at mattlewis@optonline.net. Y I was sorry
to hear of Terry Weithers’ death July
5. I had recently written that Mark
Hopkins saw him from time to time.
Our thoughts go out to his family and
friends. Y That’s it from me this time.
I’m still busy with my PR business and
kids playing baseball, golf, and skiing.
My Colby roommate and best friend,
Cindy Koehler Bernstein, came to
our summer cottage on Damariscotta
Lake for lunch with her husband and
son. —Nancy Briggs Marshall

84

Heather Nicol Rutherford
still lives happily in England, although
this summer they gave up the city
life and moved permanently from
London to the Cotswold countryside
in Gloucestershire. She is busy with
her three lively children (4, 6, and 8).
She has given up her banking job and
is pleased to have finally found some
time to get involved in community
charity work among other things.
She sends all her best to everyone
in the Class of 1984! Y Headline:
Augusta, Maine—The Board of
Directors of the Children’s Center
has named Jonathan Leach as its

new executive director. The center is
a nonprofit agency that serves more
than 1,000 children and families in a
nine-county region in central Maine.
Jonathan has 20 years experience in
human services, residential support,
and job training and placement,
according to the center. After 19 years
in Washington and Pennsylvania,
Jonathan came back to Maine in 2003.
Y Susan Palmer Stone wrote about
being a mom to a 13-year-old girl
and 16-year-old boy in this incredibly challenging time. She finds the
job rewarding and complex, as is
her work on the boards of the local
League of Women Voters and New
Canaan Public Library. One of her
favorite undertakings these last few
years has been interviewing students
from her area for Colby. She finds it
interesting to learn about the lives of
the students who apply to Colby these
days. Talk about busy and accomplished teens! Susan looks forward to
seeing everyone at our next reunion.
I hope everyone has marked their
calendars for our 25th reunion next
June! —Cynthia Mulliken Lazzara

85 In answer to my query for pub-

lished authors to identify themselves,
Cici Bevin Gordon wrote to say,
“Okay, I haven’t written any books,
but I’m doing my second sprint triathlon this coming weekend. My first
was the Danskin tri last July. It was
a ball and a great way to force myself
to cross train. I’m not breaking any
land speed records, but finishing is my
only goal, so far. We’ll see where it
goes.” Cici added that she and Katie
Hollander Adams, Sue James Geremia, and Carrie Rymer Elliott still
get together for dinner about once a
month. They tell their husbands it’s
a book club, but it’s an excuse to get
together and drink wine. Evidently
they haven’t discussed a book in years!
Cici and her family frequently run
into Colby alums on the Maine ski
racing circuit. Her 14-year-old and
8-year-old both ski race. In March Jim
Polk, Tom Cushman, Steve Rowse
’83, and Cici were at Sunday River
for the same race! Cici will lead our
class fundraising efforts heading into
the 25th reunion year. So she warns
you’ll be hearing from her for the next
few years, so give generously! Here’s
a hint: if you donate right now, at the
beginning of the fund drive year, you
won’t get any annoying letters or
phone calls all year long. How’s that
for incentive?! Y Mike Muir lives in
Waterville and he actually has written
several books. His most recent is Tech-

nology To Improve Learning: Strategies
For Middle Level Leaders. Mike also
has a book in the pipeline for publication on motivating underachieving
students. Mike has also written But
How Do I Use HyperStudio with Kids?
Designing and Doing Curriculum-based
Projects, Kindling the Fire: Integrating
HyperCard into the Curriculum, and
Fantastic Journey through Minds and
Machines. Y Meghan Casey, husband Chuck, and daughters Fallon,
14, Bridie, 12, and Anna, 8, live in
Yarmouth, Maine. Meghan teaches
Latin and philosophy at Yarmouth
High School and St. Brigid School,
Portland. Having recently built a
summer house on Peaks Island, she
looked forward to their first summer
in residence. While on Peaks they plan
to spend time with Carol Eisenberg
and David Simpson ’86 and their three
children. Y Stephen Langlois and his
wife and daughter had a great time in
San Diego over April vacation. Spending a day with Sean Padgett and
Ann-Meg White and their family
at Legoland, they ran into Kathy
Hughes Sullivan and her family.
They finished the evening with six
adults and seven kids over margaritas
and pretty good Mexican food! Y
Shireen Shahawy continues to do
freelance marketing communications
for Maine-based companies, but voice
work remains her passion. This tax
season she voiced 40-plus three- to
five-minute podcasts for H&R Block
at www.digits.hrblock.com, which
are posted on iTunes. Shireen says,
“I said a lot of words, and learned a
little bit along the way. The podcasts
offered information and advice on
typical tax questions and savings tips.
It was a hoot voicing and producing
them here in Maine and learning that
the site had one million plus unique
visitors. May not be national in the
way I would have expected back at in
1985, but national all the same.” Y
Paul Doyle recently clinched Connecticut’s 9th District’s Democratic
nomination in a bid to retain his seat at
the Capitol. In the nominating speech
Paul was credited for his “energy,
educational background, professional
experience, exemplary governmental
credentials, his delivery of services
and funds to his district, and more
importantly his vision for the future
of his district.” Paul has served in
politics since his 1991 election to the
Wethersfield Town Council. In 1994
he was elected to the Connecticut
House of Representatives. After 12
years in the House, Paul won a Senate
seat. Paul’s wife, Diane, is deputy

finance director for Middletown.
They’ve been married eight years.
Y Christine Petersen Wells was
recently appointed chief marketing
officer at TripAdvisor, the world’s
largest travel community. Christine
joined the company in 2004 and has
overseen tremendous growth of brand
recognition, site traffic, revenue,
content, and membership. Christine
earned her M.B.A at Columbia and
held senior marketing positions with
Charles Schwab & Co., American
Express, and Fidelity Investments. Y
Thanks for sending all of your news.
—Gretchen Bean Bergill

86 Hot off the presses. Houston’s

Business Wire reports that John Rafferty was appointed vice president of
annuity marketing at AIG American
General. In this newly created position, he is responsible for organizing
the marketing strategies and direction for the retail and group annuity
business segments. Y Teacher and
new student Caroline Nelson Kris
teaches a special education class for
children with autism and other special
needs in San Ramon, Calif. This fall
she went back to school herself at St.
Mary’s College to earn a master’s in
education. She reports the kids are
growing up fast: son Cory is 16 and
driving; daughter Casey turned 13.
She and Tim just celebrated their
19th wedding anniversary! Y Another
teacher, Heather Frasier Chabot,
finished her ninth year teaching
psychology at New England College in Henniker, N.H. She lives in
Campton, N.H., with husband Chris
’83 and kids Delaney, 11, Andrew, 8,
and Sierra, 2. Heather looked forward
to a summer highlight: their family’s
annual lake visit to see Isabel Wells
and her husband and triplet girls. Y
When busy Leslie Greenslet Perry
was on her way to help run the Academy of Achievement in Kona, Hawaii,
she made time to spend a day catching
up with Gretchen Bean Lurie at her
home in Pasadena, Calif. Gretchen did
some traveling herself last spring—to
London and Paris with her husband
and two teens. Next up: the college
campus tours for Hunter, 17 1/2, and
Paige, 16. Y Gretchen—you and Jessica Flood Leitz need to get together.
Jessica’s son, Keegan, is a senior in
high school and they want to come
to Pasadena to check out Caltech
and USC. Jessica’s “baby,” Duncan,
is heading to middle school, and Nils
is off to high school. Jessica works
as an SEO copywriter for a national
travel company and reports that Amy
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For Tina Constable ’87, there’s no such thing as
an ordinary day on the job. As publisher of Crown
Publishing Group, she’s had days that entailed
having breakfast with former Federal Reserve
chairman (and author) Alan Greenspan followed by
lunch with Jersey rocker turned writer Jon Bon Jovi.
“I get paid to read and work with authors—what’s
not to love?” asked Constable, who has worked
with the likes of Barack Obama, Martha Stewart,
Erik Larson, Deepak Chopra, Suze Orman, Suzanne
Somers, and Jonathan Kozol, to name just a few.
Constable has found her calling at Crown, but
as so many grads know, the road to professional
happiness isn’t always easy.
When she first graduated from Colby, her love
of Maine led her to pursue job opportunities in
Portland. When none materialized, she decided to
take a small break from the job search and set out
on a cross-country adventure with two close friends
from high school.
“It was the trip of a lifetime, lots of camping
and hiking and bonding,” said Constable. “It gave
me a lot of time to reflect and think about my
future. And I realized I needed to find a job that
didn’t just pay the rent.”
She had always been an avid reader; book
publishing seemed like a logical next step. The
open road eventually led to the crowded streets
of New York, home of the book industry. She
answered an ad in the New York Times for an
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entry-level publishing position and headed to the
employment agency.
“I failed the typing test,” she admitted with a
laugh. “But they sent me to the Crown Publishing
Group anyway, where I interviewed for an assistant
spot in the publicity department. I wrote a press
release about myself, got the job, and have been at
Crown ever since” in a variety of roles.
In her time at the company, she’s crafted public
relations campaigns, worked with authors, and
become part of the management team as well as a
corporate spokesperson. She’s also seen the company change dramatically, from a family-run company to an acquisition by Random House and then
Bertelsmann AG, the German media company.
And then there are the changes in the
industry itself.
“We’re clearly at a crossroads as we move
into the digital arena,” she said. “E-books and
digital downloads are starting to gain market share
but have yet to significantly impact our traditional
business. The printed book isn’t going away any
time soon, and the mature hardcover reader is still
very much alive and well. But we’re dealing with
a distracted, busy consumer base— and the challenge is discovering younger readers. I think there
are enormous opportunities for us in the years
ahead.”
—Mackenzie Dawson ’99

Barnes Hurley is doing the same
thing. If anyone is planning a vacation,
they might have an inside scoop! Y
Andy Docherty has done plenty of
traveling since leaving Colby, mostly
thanks to the U.S. Navy. Recently
Andy finished an extremely rewarding
tour as commanding officer of VT-6
(a fixed-wing primary-flight training
squadron in Pensacola, Fla.), where he
taught flight and leadership skills to
young Navy, Marine, Coast Guard,
and Allied officers. After a year as a
student at the Industrial College of
the Armed Forces (ICAF) in Washington, D.C., he moved to Norfolk,
Va., where he’s currently stationed
onboard USS Iwo Jima (LHD-7)
as executive officer. He deployed in
August for seven months on the Iwo
Jima, which is an amphibious assault
ship with a crew of about 1,100 and
which, when deployed, embarks
about 1,500 Marines, 30 helicopters
and jets, and a wide variety of tanks,
trucks, and equipment. Andy and
wife Donna have been married for
17 years and have three kids: Connor,
15, London, 13, and Brooke, 11. Y So
many teens and pre-teens out there.
I guess Chris and I will be calling
you for advice in a few years. For the
moment, we’re enjoying life as parents
of a precocious 5-year-old boy. (“So
Mama, tell me, I understand blueberries and blackberries, but why are
these called strawberries? Straw isn’t
red.”) If you have an answer to that
one or some news to share, e-mail me
at classnews1986@alum.colby.edu.
Keep the news coming! —Henrietta
“Hank” Yelle

87 Hello, coolest class in this

magazine. Or any magazine, especially those in the Ivy league that
rhyme with Narvard. I hope you
had a wonderful summer filled with
yummy ice cream, soothing sunshine,
and untold lottery winnings. Or at
least two out of three. Y After speaking with a kind and concerned Tim
O’Donnell, I wanted to put in one
more quick note for Paul Mooney.
Though I wasn’t acquainted well with
him at school, I know he is a good
person and that his life is tough. He
had a double lung transplant, which is
twice as many as most of us have had.
Contrary to popular opinion, those
aren’t cheap. We shared four years
on the same campus. Let’s share a bit
more, okay? www.clamshellmuni.org.
Y And on we go. Todd Bishop and his
husband, Greg, are celebrating their
fourth wedding anniversary after
19 years together. By comparison,

Pamela Anderson was married 14
times in that same span. Y According
to a recent article in the Manchester
Union Leader: “Ernest ‘EJ’ Perry is a
volleyball coach who happens to teach
a little basketball on the side. That’s
the running joke among Perry’s four
brothers, whose days of needling the
Salem coach are running out. Spaulding of Rochester is the only team to
beat Salem the past two seasons, and
nobody has ever tipped Perry’s Blue
Devils on the volleyball court, a streak
of 74 matches and four straight titles.
On the sideline, Perry is like a 43-yearold player in a pinstripe suit, often
jumping, kneeling, or falling to the
floor in the game’s tightest moments.
(Yikes. Are we 43 already?) Perry lives
in Andover, Mass., but claims dual
citizenship as a part-time resident
of New Hampshire.” More than
anything, I remember a modest and
frighteningly skilled E.J. dribbling
the ball upcourt and scoring more
than 1,000 points in his illustrious
Colby career. Y In November 2007
Brad Fay made his second run for the
local Montgomery (N.J.) Township
Committee and won. In January, he
was chosen by his colleagues to serve
as deputy mayor. (Can a scandal and
lengthy prison term be far behind?)
Y Finally, though hardly as impressive, Gregory R. Ciottone is merely
an assistant professor of medicine at
Harvard Medical School, where he
currently is the chair of the Disaster
Medicine Section. He also serves as
director of the Division of Disaster
Medicine at Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center, where he works
clinically in the Department of Emergency Medicine. He is a nationally
and internationally known expert in
emergency management, including
10 years as a flight physician for a
LifeFlight rescue helicopter system.
In 2007 he was named EMS Physician
of the Year by Central Massachusetts
EMS. Dr. Ciottone led this level-1
federal disaster response team on
numerous deployments, the most
notable of which was the World Trade
Center response on Sept. 11, 2001,
where his team treated 400 casualties per day in five field stations. Dr.
Ciottone won an Official Citation
from the Massachusetts Senate for
his work at Ground Zero. He is a
founding member of the United States
Department of Homeland Security,
served as a Disaster Management
Fellowship Director for the International Atomic Energy Agency and as
the Medical Director for the Tactical
EMS Training Program for the U.S.

Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA Academy) in Quantico, and
is a consultant to the federal project
“ER-One” in Washington D.C.,
creating the disaster-ready hospital of the future. Okay, sure, but I
hear he’s a crappy tennis player. Y I
always try to make these entries the
maximum 650 words, and since only
a small number of people wrote this
quarter, I am using this meaningless
paragraph to fill space. I could write
about anything: my massive and rippling physique, revolutionary work in
astrophysics, or simply a thank you to
Mary Tyler Moore for her excellent
1970s sitcom. Eleven words to go.
Now seven. Thank you for reading.
Repeat, thank you. —Scott Lainer

89 Bill Kupinse was named the

first-ever Poet Laureate of Tacoma,
Wash. Bill teaches English at the
University of Puget Sound. Y Mickey
Beck, Chris Myers, Andrew Richter ’90, and Prof. David Mills ’57
reunited in Cumberland, Maine, in
April for a nine-hour bridge marathon. Professor Mills introduced the
group to bridge in 1985 and they
have continued playing over the last
23 years. Y Getting married wasn’t
enough excitement for Andrew Ian
Dodge last year. He was diagnosed
with colon cancer in November and
is finishing up chemo. He and his
bride celebrated their anniversary by
releasing an EP of songs they wrote
for each other. I have the link if you
want to check it out. Y Eric Hanson
lives in Craftsbury, Vt., where he
takes care of Vermont’s common
loon population in the summer and
cross-country ski trails in the winter.
He and his wife have a son, Anders,
10. Eric keeps in touch with Jake
Ulick, who lives in Hong Kong, and
he skis against Marc Gilbertson ’91,
who teaches middle school. Y Tom
Cahill and Laura Thornton Pellegrino met up in London to celebrate
the release of Tom’s wife’s guidebook,
Patisseries of Paris, available online.
Y John “Johnny P” Reynolds sent
pictures of his cute baby, Kalyan
“Kal” James Reynolds, born May 30.
John continues to write and perform
on The Late Late Show with Craig
Ferguson. Y Matt Burke was the
artist in residence in July in Salina,
Kansas, where he and middle school
and high school students created a
five-foot high, 77-foot long woven
wood snake sculpture. The article in
the Salina Journal has photos of the
snake and of some of Matt’s other very
cool sculptures; let me know if you

want the link. Y I wish I could copy
the entire e-mail that I received from
my freshman-year Butler-basement
neighbor John Beaulieu. It’s nice to
know that some things don’t change—
John is as hilarious as ever. I’ll leave
you with the final paragraph of John’s
e-mail: “A long time has passed since
I graduated from Colby. I thank my
education for all that I have achieved
in life. I have been lucky enough to
have almost graduated from my secondary studies at a renowned clown
college in Boise, Idaho. My two-week
experiment as a male stripper was
enjoyable; however it had to end when
I soon realized that there is no room
for this type of street performing in
the small towns of the Bible belt. I soon
hope to find a wife and adopt a small
monkey. According to the Web site
I’ve used to do my research, I should
be able to get both wife and monkey
within six weeks pending the proper
vaccinations.” Y Keep those crazy
e-mails coming! —Anita Terry

90 Bill ’89 and I just finished

our first year working at Berkshire
School in Sheffield, Mass., where we
joined Bill ’91 and Nannie Brown
Clough. It was an exciting year and
we look forward to this fall. I recently
went to Bermuda with Kaki Martin,
who has started her own landscape
architecture firm and is teaching
at Harvard Graduate School and
RISD. We sometimes see John ’88
and Kristen Hock Davie at Stratton
skiing with their two girls. Y I heard
from Matt Ovios, who wrote, “I’m
still in the Navy as a commander and
I recently transferred from a job at
the Pentagon. In February my wife,
Carol, and I drove across country
from Alexandria, Va., to a new
home in Mukilteo, Wash., 25 miles
north of Seattle. After moving in, I
flew to Cyprus and took command
of USS Ingraham (FFG 61), an Oliver
Hazard Perry class frigate. From
there I brought the ship back to her
homeport of Everett, Wash., with
stops in Djibouti, Thailand, Saipan,
Hawaii, and San Diego. I’m excited to
be the ship’s captain and very proud
of the crew’s performance while
deployed to the Arabian Gulf and
Pacific. The ship will be in port for
a bit, so Carol and I are taking some
time to get to know the Pacific
Northwest. Just prior to leaving
Washington, I literally ran into Chip
Smith ’91 while running along the
Potomac. I also caught up with Bob
Lian at a Colby event.” Y Frédéric
and Carrie Linn Arnaud welcomed

their third daughter, Lilly Lucas
Arnaud, on Valentine’s Day 2008.
Big sisters Alexandra and Chloé
are thrilled that they have someone
new to love and tease! Y Scituate,
Mass., Democratic Town Councilman Michael Marcello is again a
candidate for the House District
41 seat. Marcello had been the lone
Democrat on the town council for
most of the eight years he served. He
is a partner at Morrison Mahoney
LLP in Providence. Y Rob ’91 and
Merrie Post Gramlich are busy in
D.C. with their four kids and dog.
Merrie is at home with team 1 (ages
12 and 10) and team 2 (ages 3 and 1)
while Rob is the policy director for
the American Wind Energy Association and the kids’ soccer coach. They
are in touch with Lydia Baldwin,
Pete Weinberg ’91, and Matt Cohen
’91, who all live in Colorado, and see
Ed McCabe around D.C. Rob also
recently ran into Shauna Blanchard
’91 at the pool. Y Dan Spurgin married Angie Waliczek in a community
theater June 8. After an opening skit,
Angie marched in to the theme from
Star Wars. They did a reading from
Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory
(the part where the elevator breaks
through the glass ceiling). John
Robbins, Doug Hall, Tom Sherry,
Sterling Keene ’91, and Jon and Nori
Sterling Gale shared in the weekend.
—Barbara “BeBe” Clark Bullock

92

Tabby Biddle started an ecoyoga clothing line, Lotus Blossom
Style, based in Santa Monica, Calif.
She sells in yoga studios, spas, and
bout iques nat ionw ide. Da kota
Glenn Smith, Lisa Black Avolio,
Helen Hopkins Kellogg, and Kim
Merriman ’91 sport the gear; Dakota
and her children model for the
company. Check it out at www.lotusblossomstyle.com. Y Dana Mackin
Pilchik is amazed at how many Colby
graduates live in Portland, Ore.!
She’s lived there for three years,
works as a psychotherapist (mostly
treating violent meth addicts—fun!),
and began a doctoral program in
clinical psychology this fall. In April
she married Evan Pilchik (SUNY
Plattsburgh ’89) in Aruba. “Jennie
Holman, where were you?” Evan
is a professional photographer who
shoots marathons, 10Ks, and local
society events. On top of a full-time
job and studies, Dana also trains for
the Portland marathon. Y Josh Reynolds writes that for the last seven years
his wife, Sarah (Bramhall), has been
a full-time mom but is returning to
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her nonprofit management career.
After establishing herself in Portland as a fundraising pro, she now
gets to help give the dollars away as
executive director for the Stimson
Miller Foundation, a part-time
position that’s ideal as a transition
back to work. They live happily in
southeast Portland with their boys,
Owen, 7, and Elliott, 4. Last year
they bought a rustic cabin on Mt.
Hood as a weekend retreat, which has
largely taken the form of major R&M
projects. Their kids might never
learn the area trails, but they’ll know
how to paint and hammer. Y Scott
Alprin married Anneliesa Clump
in Washington, D.C., May 2, 2008.
The couple rode the subway from the
synagogue to the reception during
Friday rush hour in wedding gown
and tux with about 150 guests in tow.
The Washington Post got wind of the
“commute” and sent a photographer.
The next morning a picture of the
happy couple rising out of the Dupont
Circle station on an escalator was on
the front page, above the fold, with
a full story inside entitled “Metromonial Bliss.” Attending were Josh
and Sarah Bramhall Reynolds,
Mike Gerard, Sarah Poriss and
her fiancé, Paul, Lisa and Scott
Greenfield ’93, and Scott Abrams
’93 and his fiancée, Fabiana. Check
out w w w.wash i ng tonpost.com /
wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/02/
AR2008050203812.html. Y Aimee
(Flores ’95) and Cal W heaten
celebrated the arrival of their third
daughter, Denison Grace Wheaton,
May 6, 2008. Sisters Serena, 4, and
Isabel, 2, adopted Denison as “their
baby” and informed Aimee that she
can have another baby if she wants one
of her own. Serena looked forward
to a visit in late June from her godfather Uncle Mark (Mark Mellyn)
and his new wife, Echo. Serena had
her LAX sticks out for a one-on-one
challenge with Uncle Mark. Y Pete
Carney married physician Alexandria Schwarsin June 21, 2008, in New
York. Adam Belanger and Andrew
Wellnitz attended. Y Cecily von
Ziegesar has a new novel for adults,
Cum Laude, set on a college campus
much like Colby, to be published by
Hyperion in fall 2009. Y Andrew
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Barnett lives in Chattanooga, Tenn.,
with his wife, Liza Blair, whom he met
in 1998. He’s a second grade teacher
(nine years and counting), and the
director of a summer guitar camp for
children ages 8-14. He occasionally
hears from Pika Ghosh and Margaret Russell Ewalt and keeps in
touch with Emily Dahmen ’93 and
Jason Reifler ’95. Y Congratulations
to Heather Ferguson, who married
Gus Coldebella (Colgate ’91) April
26, 2008. In attendance were Charles
and Chantal Begin Mihm, who live
in Sidney, Maine, with their girls,
Sophie and Audrey. Heather lives
in Washington, D.C., and works as
a consulting genetic counselor for
a new company, Informed Medical
Decisions, which provides phone
genetic counseling to individuals
with hereditary cancer. Y Congratulations on the birth of yet another
future Colby student, Holly, born
May 7, 2008, to Chris and Marie
DiBenedetto Riddell. Y Sarah and
Jason Eslick are the proud parents of
James McFarlan Eslick, born May 27,
2008. Mom and baby are doing well.
Jason sent a picture, which, sadly,
none of you can see. Trust me, James
is a cutie. Y Keep the news coming.
—Karen Wu

93

Naomi Pestana married
Alessandro Laiolo (from Torino,
Italy) in Mombercelli, Italy, June
22, 2008. They honeymooned in
Corsica, France, and live in Franklin
Lakes, N.J. Naomi works as the chief
assignment editor for the Spanishlanguage television network, Univision WXTV New York. * Siobhan
McCloskey graduated from Vermont
Law School in May and studied for
the Massachusetts Bar in Vermont
this summer with several friends. Y
Paul and Brandy Shafter Chapman
have been busy with their twin boys,
Brandon and P.J., who arrived healthy
April 4. They join big sister Connie,
5. Y Janine Deforge Olson enjoyed
Reunion Weekend this year and the
chance to reconnect with classmates.
Her funniest moment was seeing her
classmates outside of Averill playing
beer die on Saturday afternoon. Some
things never change! Her kids, ages
11, 9, 2, and 9 months, had a wonderful

time. The older two were so enamored
with Colby that they are promising
to be future students.

94 I’m writing from my parents’

home in Stow, Mass., just back from
picking berries and making jam with
my mom in the midst of a late-June
humid front. I forget how big my hair
can get in this climate! Y Pierson
Bourquin continues to be a large
account manager for Verizon and
purchased a home in San Francisco
with his partner of three years, Rob.
The two adopted a nine-year-old
cocker spaniel from the pound. Rob
and Pierson spend much of their weekends hiking and biking. Pierson was
happy to discover, while training and
fundraising for the Tour de Cure (for
diabetes research), that Tracey Bishop
’90 was equally passionate towards
the cause. Check out www.pierson.
smug mug.com. Y Lor i Cohen
Sherf reports that after running five
Boston Marathons (she rocks) for
Dana Farber that she began training
for the 2009 bike ride, the Pan Mass
Challenge, which she will do with her
mom and sister-in-law in honor of
her dad, Bana Cohen ’62, who passed
away in 2004. She looks forward to
bringing her sons—Adam, 7, Jacob,
5, Matthew, 2—to Colby for reunion
next summer. She reports Josette
Huntress Holland is pregnant,
expecting a girl (after two boys), and
due the same day as Jay Hartshorn,
who is pregnant with her first child
and is still coaching at Bates. Also,
TJ Winick got married at the end of
June. Y Brian Seidman and his wife
recently bought a house in Portland,
Ore., that they are remodeling. Brian
celebrated a recent promotion to VP
of product management, agriculture,
and biofuel markets, at Triple Point
Technology, where he’s been for more
than four years. He wrote that Ted
Gulley shot a hole in one in June and
that Brian and his wife were heading
in late June to the Camden, Maine,
wedding of Tori Esser. Y Andie
Sulak and her husband moved from
Lake Tahoe, Calif., to Edwards,
Colo., (near Vail). If anyone is in
the neighborhood give her a shout!
Y Sara Ferry Gyan is excited to see
folks at reunion. Can you believe it’s
been almost 15 years?! Y Writing
from Alberta, Canada, Caleb Winder
was looking at oil sands. He and wife
Phoebe celebrated the birth of their
son, Charles Sears, June 21. Y Hardin
and Jenn Payne Gray moved to
Stonington, Conn., in late 2007 and
enjoy coastal living. Their son, Camp-

bell, turned 3 in January and their
daughter, Avery, was born in April
2008. Hardin works as a freelance
multimedia programmer and Jenn
practices dermatology. Y JB Blau
and his wife, Heidi, celebrated the
first birthday of their daughter, Piper
Elizabeth, March 1 and also opened
their second restaurant/bar, Sharky’s
Cantina, in Edgartown on Martha’s
Vineyard in May. I hear it’s got all the
Colby football, lacrosse, and woodsman’s games on the big screen! Go
Mules! Y Jen Hurd bought a house
in Melrose, Mass., last spring with
her boyfriend and has been painting
and settling ever since. After a stint
in real estate, Jen is returning to the
world of IT at the software company
she joined after graduation. Y Bruce
and Meredith Gregory Ksander
welcomed son Kyle Gregory Feb. 8.
Kyle joins his three step-brothers,
James, Michael, and John, and stepsister, Grace. Meredith still works at
Harvard Medical School in ophthalmology. Y Marina Netto Grande
Campos and her husband, Rafael
Campos, just returned from a oneweek trip to Egypt, where they took
a cruise down the Nile and hung in
Cairo. Marina works in the telecommunications industry association of
Brazil and often travels to Brasilia
and Rio de Janiero for business and
to see family. This year they saw for
the first time the carnival parades in
Rio. Marina confirms they are amazing. Y Jeff Carter is on the faculty at
the University of Colorado Medical
School and was headed (late June)
for British Columbia for a seven-day
mountain bike stage race with Tyler
Merritt ’93. He wrote that Matt
McGowan was soon to marry. Y Greg
and Katherine Bordwell Flenniken
welcomed son Liam Spencer Feb. 20.
She recently saw Heather Boothe,
who enjoys her job as a park ranger in
Colorado. She’s also in frequent communication with Katrina Greenfield
Hanevelt, who lives in Victoria,
B.C., and enjoys motherhood with
her 16-month-old son, Willem. Y
Carie King shares that her 11-yearold daughter, Caitlyn, was heading to
the Big Apple to live with dad David
Nicholson. She welcomes any and
all traveling ’94ers to stop and see
her in beautiful Santa Fe, N.M. Y
Brad Pattershall recently became a
partner in the law firm Petruccelli,
Martin & Haddow LLP in Portland,
Maine. Brad and his wife, Sharon,
welcomed Sofia Mairi into the world
in August 2007. Y Ray and Alyssa
Schwenk Adams welcomed Andrew

Allen Adams II into the world May
17. Y It’s said nothing ever happens
until it happens to you. My dad was
diagnosed with stage four brain
cancer in early April and for the past
three months I’ve been splitting time
between Denver and Boston. He has
the same doctors as Ted Kennedy
and we’re hopeful that means much
research and money is coming to
Boston to help extend the lives of
both Teds. Much of what I report in
this column surrounds promotions
and births and successful finishes of
races, but something like the death
of a parent or loved one is big earthshattering news too. For those of you
who have gone through it, it ain’t no
fun—you are courageous people.
—Jessie Newman

95 Josh Burker is the lower school

director of academic technology at
Greens Farms Academy in Connecticut, where he moved with his
wife, Meghan Scheck ’97. Y Jennifer
Rock Dobkowski has lived in Burbank, Calif., for the past four years
to support her husband, Jim, with
his screenwriting. Jennifer works
in financial services and still plays
cello with a couple of groups in the
area. Jennifer and Jim plan to spend
five weeks on the East Coast to visit
friends and family, including Jenn
(Payne ’94) and Hardin Gray ’94 and
their two little ones. Y Bill Driscoll
invited Toby True and Cindy Kelley
’96 to his house to watch his three
kids play on the Slip ’n’ Slide. Y Alice
Tilson Koehler lives in Madison,
Wis., working as a brand manager of
new products for Kraft. She and her
husband have a 2-year-old son and
are expecting a daughter this fall. Y
Conrad ’96 and Jen Benwood Saam’s
daughter, Scarlett, turned 1 in May.
Their son, Lars, is 2 1/2. Conrad
works for Avvo, a Web site for people
seeking legal advice, and Jen is a
surgical podiatrist in Bellevue, Wash.
Jen was in Hawaii in March to attend
Michelle Wyemura and Gregory
Parker’s “absolutely beautiful” wedding in Kauai. Michelle’s bridesmaids
included Michelle Grdina, Alyson
Angino Germain, Kathy Christy
Schultz, and Alisa Masson. Andy
Vernon also attended. Y Erin Vogel’s
research on orangutans in Indonesia
was recently featured on the Animal
Planet program Raw Nature. Erin is
a research associate and lecturer at
the University of California, Santa
Cruz. Y Steve and Cristina Harris
Faherty and their kids, Connor and
Regan, moved to a suburb of Orlando,

Fla. “We love the warm weather and
laid-back lifestyle, and the kids are
loving the annual passes to Disney!”
writes Cristina, who works from home
for Westlaw as the manager of education and training for their sales reps.
Y Lauren Pelz Kearney gave birth
to Grace Elizabeth Kearney April
22. Grace joins big sister Emma, 2. Y
After living within a short walk of Ben
’96 and Jenny Anderson Freeman ’96
for the last two years without knowing
it, John Dunbar’s wife, Sara, ran into
Jenny at The Putney School, where
Ben is the dean of students. Ben and
Jenny’s children, Chip and Sage, met
up this spring with John and Sara’s
children, Keagan, 8, and Andrew, 16
months. John teaches a sales training program to contractors in the
home improvement industry; check
out www.contractors.net. Y Kaatje
van der Hoeven Kraft is a tenured
professor of geology at Mesa Community College and works with local
schoolteachers for professional development. She will be on sabbatical next
year researching student motivations
in the geosciences and looks forward
to more freedom in her everyday
schedule. Y In March Leo Patterson
Irving Zawacki was born to Jonathan
and Lane Schuck Zawacki. Leo joins
big sister Amelia, 3. Y Jen Ancker
was nominated as one of Institutional
Investor’s 2008 Rising Stars of Hedge
Funds. She is an executive director
at Graham Capital Management in
Conn. “I would be more than happy
to speak with Colby grads/students
about my experiences in the hedge
fund industry if they have interest,”
writes Jen. Y Cal ’92 and Aimee
Flores Wheaton are overjoyed to
announce the arrival of their third
daughter, Denison Grace Wheaton,
born May 6, 2008. She joins older
sisters Serena, 4, and Isabel, 2. “Quite
the house of girls right now—lots of
dancing in Baltimore,” writes Aimee.
She took the summer off but returned
to work in September as a hospitalist.
Y Jon Bowden wrote, directed, and
produced The Full Picture, a fulllength feature film that premiered at
the Rhode Island International Film
Festival in August. Check out www.
thefullpicturemovie.com. —Yuhgo
Yamaguchi

97 Suzanne (Kulin ’96) and Tom

Moffitt welcomed son Evan in September 2008. They live with Evan and
2-year-old Reed in Marshfield, Mass.
They recently saw Carole Reid Bird
when she returned home to Andover,
Mass., from Hong Kong for a visit

with her husband and son. Y Aaron
and Stephanie Mann Gabelnick
welcomed twins Daliah and Micah
April 7, 2008. They live in the
western suburbs of Chicago, where
Steph works as a research chemist at
Nalco. Y Michelle Lin and Jeffrey
Greenip married April 26 in NYC.
Attendants included Megan Flynn,
Cassin Donn, and Wendy Ridder
Bergh. Drea Barbalunga, Greg ’96
and Diana Dresser Nehro, Amanda
Magary Kice, Katie Page Litterer
’98, Kerry Propper, and George
Kaufman ’98 also enjoyed the festivities. Y Katie Williams Bauer
started her own business, Effective
Virtual Assistance (www.effectiveva.
com), where she provides remote,
administrative office support on an
as-needed basis to businesses that do
not need or do not have the resources
to hire a full-time assistant. Y Jami
Fisher works as the American Sign
Language program coordinator at
UPenn. She was planning a trip to
Siena, Italy, to check out a deaf studies
program as a potential study-abroad
opportunity for her students. She’s
still in touch with Alec Rowe, who
lives in NYC. Y Kathy Kohatsu and
Matthew Toms are married and live
in Bethlehem, N.H. They have two
sons, Kobe, 2, and newborn Asa.
Matt works at the White Mountain
School as director of the student
assistance program, whitewater kayak
program coordinator, and coordinator of international programs, while
Kathy runs and instructs at the local
dance studio. They are building a
house in the White Mountains and
hope to move within the next couple
of years. Y Christian Winkley and
his wife, Kate, welcomed son Jack
Winston May 21, 2008, born two
years and a day after their daughter,
Anna Elizabeth. Christian wrote,
“She was born two months early, 3
lbs. 2 oz., and spent two months in
the neonatal intensive care unit. She
came home right around her due date
with no long-term health effects and
is as healthy and active as any two year
old. We’re adjusting to a new sleeping schedule again, or rather lack of
sleeping, but enjoying every minute
of it.” Christian and Kate celebrated
their five-year wedding anniversary in
June. Christian owns Oxford Builders LLC, a mid-size construction
company specializing in older house
restorations and renovations. They
won a Hartford Historic Preservation Alliance award last year for the
restoration of their 1900 classic revival
house, which he bought nine years ago
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alumni at large
and spent almost seven years working on, revamping every room and
every surface inside and out. * Meg
Scheck and her husband, Josh Burker
’95, live in Seattle. She writes, “I’m
in my ninth year teaching American
literature at Renton High School,
and Josh is also in education—he’s a
technology specialist with the Mercer
Island Schools. Recently, to celebrate
Josh’s birthday (and the death of the
last bowling alley in Seattle), we had
a bowling alley party. Jed Dunkerley
’95 showed up too late to bowl, but ate
all the leftover pizza and cake. This
February we visited Karin Kidder
and her husband, Marco, at their home
in London. We spent a great week
with them, back in one of our favorite
places. Last summer while visiting my
parents in Maine, we got in quality
time with Marah Smith Atwell, her
husband Zach, and daughter, Alana.
We also met up with Charlie Bassett
(who officiated our wedding) for a
tour of the campus and the many new
construction projects. We also hugely
enjoyed Monopoly by Mike Daisey ’96,
which we caught in Seattle on his last
tour. Mike is brilliant and his show
was terrific, so I recommend you catch
him when he comes to a theater near
you!” —Leah Tortola Walton

98 It was wonderful seeing every-

one and catching up at reunion. I hope
you enjoyed it as much as we did, and
for those who weren’t able to make it,
we’ll see you in 2013! Also I apologize
for not submitting a column to the
summer magazine. I know how much
you all look forward to reading it.
Y Kevin Zimmerman Thurston
works as director of special projects
for the Maine State Treasurer and
helps out on the Obama campaign
in Maine and N.H. Y Congratulations to Eric and Kari Christensen
Anderson, who welcomed a girl,
Clara, Jan. 15. Y Devin Colman
works for the Vermont Division for
Historic Preservation as a historic
building specialist. He also coordinates the Historic Preservation Grant
Program. Y Craig ’97 and Annie
Kuniholm Lundsten welcomed
their first baby, Alexander John
Lundsten, Feb. 18. Colby well wishers, local and distant, included Jonathan Bardzik ’96, Alison Mayhew ’97,
Javier Fernandez ’97, Nicole Bedell
Rogers ’99, Heather Hilton ’99, and
Erik ’99 and Liz Czernicki Quist.
Y Keith Phifer married Molly, a law
school classmate, in October 2007
on the Cape. Attending were Eben
Peck, Paul Coffey, Laura Blythe
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90s newsmakers
Anne Bowie ’92 was elected to a four-year term as chairperson
of the Corporate Volunteer Council of
Greater Boston, an alliance of area corporations and institutions that promote
corporate volunteerism. She served as
vice chairperson from 2006 to 2008 and
is currently the public service manager
at WilmerHale law firm. v Executive
director of Graham Capital Management
in Connecticut Jennifer Ancker ’95 was
identified by Institutional Investor News as
one of the 20 rising stars of hedge funds.
Jennifer Ancker ’95
She also serves on the Connecticut Hedge
Fund Association’s board of directors and is a board member of
Hedge Funds Care, a charity dedicated to the prevention and treatment of child abuse. v For her feature screenplay The Emperor Has
Arrived, Catherine Torphy ’98 won the Coalition of Asian Pacifics
in Entertainment Foundation’s New Writers Award in the feature
film category. Torphy’s current projects include a novel set in Italy
and another screenplay.

milestones
Marriages: Michael J. Misialek ’90 to Ariane W. Santagata in Warwick, R.I. v T.J. Winick ’94 to Kerri Krivelow in Andover, Mass.
v Jonathan Thadd Eldredge ’97 to Marija Stikovac in Belgrade,
Serbia v Amy F. Stengel ’97 to Brian C. Moore in Beaver Creek,
Colo. v Katherine J. Conklin ’98 to Mark J. Ciriello in Thompson,
Conn. v Molly B. Frazier ’99 to Jasen D. Kelly in Winterport,
Maine v William B. Guthrie ’99 to Kathryn J. Alverson in Banff,
Alberta v Benjamin C. Sigman ’99 to Sarah P. Hollinshead in
Rehoboth, Mass.
Births: A daughter, Adelle Jane, to Dave ’97 and Alicia Nemiccolo MacLeay ’97 v A daughter, Annie Jane, to Mike and J.J.
Eklund McGawn ’97 v A son, William Michael, to Trish and
Steve DiLella ’97
’00 and Nick Wright, Andy Weinstein, and Doug Jocelyn ’97. Keith
works at a firm in Braintree, Mass. Y
Katherine Conklin married Mark
Ciriello in June. Katherine works as
an executive development program
consultant for Mass Mutual Financial
Group in Springfield, Mass., and
her husband is a consultant for the
ERM Group in Hartford, Conn. Y
Andrew Whittemore Littell was
honored by his company for being
the most sharply dressed employee
and was awarded a weekend kayaking
in the Everglades. Y Chris and Tina
Goudreau Collison had their second
son, Luke James Collison, Aug. 18,
2008. His brother, Andrew, is very
proud and is a good big brother.
They recently spent time visiting
family in London. Y Kate Dunlop
Seamans was sorry she couldn’t
attend reunion. She left her position
as editor of Teen Ink magazine after
eight years for an opportunity in

college communications at ColbySawyer in her hometown of New
London, N.H. She recently went on
a five-week group study exchange
program in Australia. She and her
husband, Michael, celebrated their
ninth anniversary in May. Their
horse is fat and happy and there
are 15 chicks comprising their first
experimental flock. Y Congratulations to Chris Coakley, who married
Elizabeth Martin May 3 in Washington, D.C. Wedding party members
included Gerald Coakley ’95, Jesse
Carlson, Charlie Costanzo, and
Eben Peck. Also attending: Brian
Coakley ’82, Paul Coffey, Lizzie
Ivry Cooper, Kelly Falsani ’01, Ryan
Hambleton ’99, Drew Minkiewicz
’96, and Jennifer Rose. Chris and
Liz enjoyed a terrific honeymoon in
Fiji and live in D.C., where Chris is
vice president of the Atlantic region
for American Waterways Operators
and Elizabeth is a lawyer at McKee

Nelson LLP. Y Chris and Kristina
Smith Gates had a baby boy, Soren
Christopher Gates, Feb. 11, 2008.
Y Alyssa Hughes graduated from
Cornell Veterinar y School and
works as a shelter veterinarian doing
subsidized spay/neutering in central
New York. Y After several years in
Boston, Emily Record Lane and
her husband moved back to Freeport,
Maine. Emily will continue to work
from home for Bain & Company.
Y Jenna DeSimone McLaughlin
wasn’t able to attend reunion but
went last year with husband Dave
’97, so she got sense of the event.
She works as an elementary school
adjustment counselor in Brockton,
Mass., and loves it. They had their
second child, Ryan, in March 2008.
He joins big sister Sydney, 2. Y Ann
Carroll Goode graduated from St.
John’s University Law School in 2006
and works as a labor and employment
lawyer at Seyfarth Shaw in N.Y. She
and her husband, Steven, had their
first baby in January 2008, a daughter,
Juliana Cornelia. They left NYC
in April and moved to Westchester
and hoped to sail on the sound this
summer. Y Emily Taxson Meadows
wasn’t able to attend reunion, but
she and husband Mark had a great
excuse—a baby boy, Finley Thomas
Meadows, born April 13, 2008. Y It
was great catching up with you all
and I look forward to hearing more
good news soon! —Brian Gill

99 Hey classmates! I hope you’re

all planning to make it to our 10th
reunion in June! No excuses—be
there. Meantime, some good things
are going on with our classmates. Y
Dave Black married Brooke Morin
on Lake Sunapee, N.H., in June, and
they bought a house in East Norwalk.
Joe Whalen was at Dave’s bachelor
party in the Bahamas. Y Heather
Hunter Rooney is finishing her
Ph.D. in clinical child psychology
at University of Kansas and will
complete her predoctoral internship
at Brown University Medical School/
Hasbro Children’s Hospital with an
emphasis on pediatric psychology and
HIV prevention. She and husband
Matthew moved to Providence this
summer. Y Amy Rowe was engaged
to Pierre Far in January, followed by
an engagement ceremony in Amman,
Jordan, (Pierre’s hometown) in May.
They plan a wedding in England and
reception in Vermont (Amy’s home
state) in 2009. They met as Gates
Scholars at Cambridge University
in 2004. Pierre completed his Ph.D.

in genetics in 2006 and Amy expects
to submit her Ph.D. dissertation (in
anthropology) soon and have her
oral defense in autumn. Amy would
be happy to hear from alumni passing through the London/Cambridge
area. Y While visiting Yellowstone
with her husband, Arman Kline ’00,
and Skip Newberry ’00 and his wife,
Olivia Zirker, Jennifer Lavigne
Kline ran into Kevin and Krista
Brown Ward as everyone was staying at the same lodge. The last time
Jennifer and Krista saw each other
was October 2007 when Jennifer was
in San Francisco to run a marathon.
* Amy Piaseczny McGee completed
a degree in veterinary medicine in
California and accepted a chief of
party position with USAID on a
land tenure/conflict diamond project
in the Central African Republic. Y
Melissa Knight married Michael
DuBois in Marblehead, Mass., April
26. Amie Joseph ’98 attended. Y Matt
Williams and his wife, Janet, enjoy
their new home in Dover, Mass., with
their baby girl, Caroline, born May
8. * Matt Lundquist was featured in a
Time Out New York article on finding
a therapist (“Shrink Rap,” January
24-30, 2008). Matt is psychotherapist
and director of the Social Therapy
Group, a practice with offices in Manhattan and Brooklyn, and director of
a new spin-off venture, the Learning
Stage, helping kids and adults with
learning difficulties. Y Lee Minton
is now at Och-Ziff Capital Management in Manhattan, and his wife,
Jana, expected their second child
this August; they were moving from
Hoboken to Maplewood. Y Shannon Landauer works in D.C. for
the Brookings Institution and plans
a July 2009 wedding with her fiancé,
Paul. Y Leanna Hush O’Donnell
was married in September 2007 and
recently bought a house in northern
Virginia with her husband, Billy. Y
Katie White moved to Washington,
D.C., and works for Defenders of
Wildlife. Y Eric and Amy Erdmann
Sholk bought a house in the Boston
area and are expecting their second
child. Y Jessica Banos Burton is
expecting her second child with
husband Dan. Y Laura D’Afflitti
Weierman is a prosecutor in Massachusetts and had a son, Jack, last
October. Y Ben and Delphine
Burke Liston moved from Boston
to Guatemala. Delphine works on
women’s health issues and Ben is
learning Spanish. * After receiving
her Ph.D., Julie Simpson works at
a Vermont-based biotech company

where she gives training and informational seminars to international and
domestic neuroscientists. Y In February Jessica Williamson received
her Ph.D. in molecular biophysics
and biochemistry from Yale. She
is a postdoctoral research fellow at
Harvard Medical School. Jess lives
with her boyfriend, Adrian, a classmate at Yale. Y Anna Thompson
Ward is heading into her third year
as a pediatrician at an IHS hospital
on the Navajo reservation in Arizona. She has two girls, Grace, 3,
and Maggie, 1. They will head to
LA next year for husband Peter’s fellowship at UCLA. * Kelly Williams
Ramot welcomed her second child,
another boy, in March. A month after
Raphael’s birth, she and her family
relocated from the San Francisco
Bay Area to New York City, where
they have already been visited by
Crystal Brakke, Sarah Hewins, and
Rachel Reider. Kelly enjoyed her
short stint as a stay-at-home mom,
but went back to the nonprofit field
and continues working towards her
master’s in nonprofit management.
Y Chelsea Palmer Nolan and her
husband celebrated their five-year
wedding anniversary this May as well
as son Myles’s first birthday. They are
busy running after him and moving
into their new home in Norwich,
Vt. Chelsea is self-employed, doing
massage therapy. * Noah Chung
is still with his family business at
KCC Corporation in Korea. Noah
got married July 4 to Sung-Min
Kim, who studies journalism at
Ewha University in Seoul. Y Jesse
and Sandra DuBarry Laflamme
expected their first child, a girl, in
August. They were busy renovating their farmhouse to get ready. Y
Becky Pollard moved back to Maine
(after nine years) to work as communications director for the Maine
Democratic Party’s campaign arm in
Portland. She loves being home again.
Y Oliver Griswold is in Washington
and just celebrated two great years of
marriage to his wife, Ellen. Oliver
writes ads at GMMB, the agency
that represents Barack Obama,
and he’s enjoying the best year for
political junkies in a long, long time.
Y Courtney Smith married Daniel
Eisenberg July 5 at Sebasco Estates
in Maine. Her matron of honor was
Chrissy Barnett Miller. Becca Kita
’00 and Jen Lavigne Kline were
bridesmaids. Lisa Berry Engler
and Katie White came to celebrate.
Courtney and her husband bought a
house in Boxford, Mass. Courtney

continues to teach high school English and coach. Y Keep the updates
coming! —Lindsay Hayes

00 Abigail Campbell married

Brewer Rowe Jan., 5, 2008, at Rosecliff
Mansion in Newport, R.I. Classmates
attending included Sarah Hubbell Hoff, Chloe Chittick, Emily
Young Williams, Jen Kassakian,
Lauren Borchardt, Dana Turpie,
and Christie Beveridge. Abby and
Brewer reside in Newport, where
Abby is pursuing a career in nursing. Y
Sarah Hubbell and Jeremy Hoff were
married Aug. 11, 2007, in Grand Isle,
Vt. Y Lisa Gordon ran the Boston
Marathon, raising money for the
National Ovarian Cancer Coalition
and achieved her fundraising goal
as well as her goal of beating Katie
Holmes’s New York marathon time!
Y Karen Hoch was married June 30,
2007 to Jeffrey L. Jew at The Buffalo
Club in Buffalo, N.Y. Emil Thomann
was an usher and Matt Strobl ’98
attended. Y After getting his M.B.A.
at Wharton, Voytek Wieckowski
spent two years working in NYC
at Computer Associates’ executive
office, where he worked with Sam
Pattanayak; now he works for a hedge
fund. He recently became a U.S.
citizen and legally changed his first
name to Voytek. Y Jason and Mary
Larios Gatlin moved to Portland,
Ore., this summer. He works as a
scientist for Chemica and she works
for the University of Oregon. Their
son, Jackson, turned 1 in May, and
they enjoy being parents. Y Greg
’98 and Vanessa Wade Wehmeyer
welcomed their first child, Ella Marie
Wehmeyer, May 24. She arrived four
weeks early but is doing great. Vanessa, who loves being a mommy, was
home with Ella until mid-September,
when she resumed work as a school
psychologist in the Mansfield (Mass.)
Public Schools. Y Jessica Vose
Coulibaly lives in Washington, D.C.,
and works with the Department of
Defense on African security issues.
Her job has taken her to more than
20 African countries to work with
African military leaders. She loves the
opportunity to return after spending
two years in the Peace Corps in Cote
d’Ivoire. She earned her M.A. in international development from American
University and looks forward to
permanently relocating in Africa in
the coming year. She’s been married
for five years and has one son, Zié, 15
months, and another baby on the way
in November. Y Diane Carr works
in Germany as project manager for a

higher education research think tank.
She married Laurent Boulay of Roche,
France, this summer and planned
celebrations in both New Hampshire
and France. Among the maids of
honor were Gabrielle Bielen and
Whitney Lawton Linnenbringer.
Also expected were Kim Potvin,
Jeff and Reba Frederics Libby, and
Céline Mansanti (French assistant
’00). Y Sarah Church Murphy had
her second child, Caroline, April
26. Caroline’s brother, Oliver, is 3.
Y Paul Berube received his Ph.D.
in microbiology at the University
of Washington in June 2008. He
moved to Boston this fall to start a
postdoc in marine microbiology at
MIT. Y Caroline Calhoun traveled
to Japan for three weeks in June as a
guest of the Japanese government.
The trip, through the Japan Fulbright
Memorial Fund Teacher Program,
was to promote peace, tolerance, and
understanding through education and
cultural exchange. Y David ’98 and
Leahanne Mansfield Fenton had
a daughter, Liesl Mae Fenton, May
1. Leahanne saw Laurel Genetti
Kemp and Miranda Eberle Freberg at her baby shower in April. Y
Heidi Roy Miller graduated from
University of Southern Maine in
May 2008 and became a family nurse
practitioner. She currently works
at Cardiovascular Consultants of
Maine. Y Cipperly Good lives on
Cape Cod and this summer opened
her first major exhibit as curator of
the Falmouth Museums on the Green.
Y Annalise Blech Rivas moved to
Hermosillo, Mexico, in July with
her husband as part of the foreign
service. Y Ted ’97 and Erin Roberts
Keysor welcomed their first child,
Henry Edward Keysor, June 10. Y
After working for Bank of America
in Connecticut for more than two
years, Dave Famiglietti decided it
was time for a change of scenery and
moved to Boston, where he works for
the bank in treasury management
services. He loves Boston. Plus it puts
him closer to his beautiful little niece,
who just learned to walk! Y Rebecca
Solomon Letwin finished her M.A.
in interior design from Marymount
University and is riding her road
bike a lot. Y Jared and Faith Anderson Hughes proudly announced
the birth of Tanner Anders, born
May 29, 2008, in Newport, Wash.
Y Jaclyn Rollins Higgins had a
baby girl, Hayley, Sept. 10, 2007.

01 It was an exciting weekend in
April with Becca Bischoff Luoma’s
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alumni at large
wedding, and then Lauren Stevens
got engaged to Brendan Hannigan
the following day! They plan a Maine
wedding for the summer of 2009.
Lauren got her master’s in elementary
education and completed her first year
teaching second grade at the Brimmer and May School. That weekend
my husband and I stayed in Boston
at Jon and Jenny Burbrick Engel’s
new pad. Jon made the move from
public to private, leaving the attorney
general’s office after three years and
moving to Shilepsky O’Connell, a
small law firm in Boston. Jenny is
still at the New England Center for
Children, consulting and supervising programs in public schools that
provide services for children on the
autism spectrum. Y Beth Festa is
engaged to Kurt Ahlstrand and they
plan a fall 2009 wedding in Vermont.
Y Darcy Lynch and Sam Clark
got married June 14 in Old Lyme,
Conn. Y Whitney Dayton Brunet
completed the San Diego marathon
this summer. Y Sarah Meehan will
marry Duna Chiofaro (Harvard ’00)
Columbus Day weekend in Ipswich,
Mass. They live in Charlestown,
Mass., and Sarah is finishing her
postdoc in clinical psychology. She
sees Laura Montgomery, one of
her bridesmaids, all the time. Y Jay
and Kirsten Isaksen Benjamin,
with baby Sophie (8 1/2 months),
traveled to the U.S. this summer.
Jay has a new job as creative director of Leo Burnett in Sydney, and
Kirsten loves being a stay-at-home
mom. Hopefully they’ll move back
to the States in 2010 and come to the
next Colby reunion! Y Eric Lantzman returned from operating and
delivering babies in rural Kenya for
three weeks in the town where Barack
Obama’s grandmother lives and
where she raised Barack’s dad. Eric’s
wife, Maggie, met Eric afterward,
and they trekked across Tanzania,
hiking Mt. Meru to watch the sun
rise over Kilimanjaro and relaxing
on the beaches of Zanzibar. Stateside,
Maggie and Eric were excited to have
Mindy Mraz join them—wearing a
bunch of polypropylene—hiking all
over California, where Mindy lived
for the summer before her second
year at Tuck School of Business. Y
Robb Henzi graduated from business
school at Stern at NYU in June with
fellow mule Brian Newman. They
rocked it together in student government, once again—Robb was social
chair (VP of events). Robb traveled to
Israel, Turkey, and Spain before going
into consulting in the media and
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00s newsmakers
Rebecca Stern ’03 graduated as excelsus laureate from Savannah
College of Art and Design, where she earned her M.F.A. degree
in photography. Her current work illuminates the symbiotic relationship that
exists between land and man. To view
her online portfolio visit www.rebeccasternphotography.com. v MediaHUB
Media Supervisor Meghan Finneran ’04
is part of the team that won Mediaweek’s
Media Plan of the Year in the spendingless-than-$10-million category for their
Timberland campaign. Their plan was
also, notably, the first carbon-neutral
Rebecca Stern ’03
media plan, which is integral to Timberland’s earth-friendly message.

milestones
Marriages: Geoffrey M. Mason ’00 to Jaime P. Dahlke in Diamond

Point, N.Y. v Caitlin M. Nelson ’00 to David Joshua Merrill in
South Portland, Maine v Frederic F. Floberg ’01 to Katherine
M. Perry in South Portland, Maine v Pamela J. Foxley ’01 to
Gregory K. Arifian in Sharon, Conn. v Allyson R. Giard ’01 to
Daniel J. Downey in Carmel, N.Y. v Douglas A. Otte ’01 to Kelly
J. Langton in North Kingston, R.I. v Meredith M. Renda ’02 to
Reed S. Idriss in Old Saybrook, Conn. v Lydia Brown Terry ’02
to Sean M. Flynn in Sun Valley, Idaho v Patrick R. Conley ’03 to
Brooke E. Alexander in Dallas, Texas v Elizabeth Kueffner ’03
to Paul D. Koors in Fairfield, Conn. v Rachel E. Merrick ’03 to
Scott Maggs ’03 in Whitefield, Conn. v Katherine C. Brown ’04
to John Kaufmann in Langhorne, Pa. v Robert W. Selover ’04 to
Casey E. O’Sullivan in Brookside, N.J.
entertainment group at Capgemini.
Y Amy Millett married Ryan Scallon
in September at the Brooklyn Botanic
Garden. He started a job as principal
at a Bronx high school, and Amy is
starting a Ph.D. at NYU in teaching
and learning. Y Daniel Martin spent
the last few years producing reality
TV shows and currently is producing Dancing With the Stars on ABC.
Y Lisa Hart Olson lives and works
in NYC, which she loves. She works
as an interior designer with Michael
Simon Interiors, a high-end residential design firm. They bought their
first home last year—an apartment
in the West Village. Lisa played
on a co-ed soccer team for the past
year with Stephanie Mendell and
Kristy Malm Magyar ’02, and they
won their division championship. Y
Megan Lewis got married March
1 in Kona, Hawaii, to Major David
Oue. David, from Kailua-Kona, is a
graduate of the Air Force Academy.
They live in Colorado Springs, where
David is an Air Force officer and
Megan works for the Department of
Defense. Y Kyle and April Hunter
Garry live with their one-year-old

son, Owen, in Framingham, Mass.,
where Kyle is in the management
training program at TJX Companies
and April is a medical case manager
at Wayside Youth and Family Support Network. Y Ann Farley is
running the NYC marathon Nov. 2
for Fred’s Team, a Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center Charity.
Y Stephanie Nichols earned her
Ph.D. in mathematics education from
the University of Texas at Austin
May 17. Y Lauren Schaad moved
to Arizona to begin her M.B.A at
Thunderbird. For the past three
years she’s worked as an executive
recruiter with Conley & Company
in Boston. At Thunderbird she’ll
specialize in international development and put her Spanish major to
good use. Y Ria Calong Russo left
NYC and started business school at
Boston College. She competed in
the NYC Olympic-distance triathlon July 20, raising $2,500 for the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society
with Teams in Training. Y Suzanne
and Richard Hallquist had their
first child, Charlotte Ruth Hallquist,
April 24, 2008. Y Rob Egleston and

Celia Gentile were married in Boston
June 7, 2008. Y Danielle Fornes is in
her third year as morning show host
of 98.9 WCLZ radio in Portland,
Maine. She recently spent four days
broadcasting live from the Bonnaroo
music festival in Tennessee. Y Melanie Morin started her fourth and
final year of psychiatry residency at
Walter Reed Army Medical Center
in Washington, D.C. She and her
husband enjoy their dogs, Gracie and
Daisy. Y Danielle D’Entremont was
awarded her D.O. degree from the
University of New England College
of Osteopathic Medicine June 7.
—Dana Fowler Charette

02 Greetings 2002-ers! Loryn

Traversi married Matt Irwin Sept.
20, 2008, on Cape Cod. Loryn is
working on her M.S.W. at Boston
College, with one year to go. Y Matt
Tolve was recently engaged to Mercy
Horst (Middlebury ’01) and plans a
fall 2009 wedding. Matt is in his third
year at UC Davis-Law and is interning for a law firm in San Francisco,
where he hopes to stay. Y Claudia
Laverde married Ryan Anderson in
San Francisco. Tara Sweeney, Eric
Strome, Jenna Bishop, Lauren
Eisenberg, and Jill Bluso were
there to celebrate. Y Erika Thoreson married Daniel Tristan May 25,
2008, in San Antonio, Texas. Lauren
Frisoli, Shayna Scholnick, Jennifer Coughlin Gaubinger, Jamie
Hinson Scribner, and Katy Bruski
were bridesmaids. Also in attendance
were Nick Gaubinger and James
Scribner ’99. Y Brook Brisson married Josh Best in January in Vt. Brook
recently graduated from Lewis and
Clark Law School. They will move to
Anchorage, Alaska, where Brook will
clerk for a judge on the Alaska Court
of Appeals, and, she hopes, get some
good skiing. Y Chris Cogbill married
his wife, Elizabeth, in 2004 and they
have pursued careers in pathology and
internal medicine respectively. Since
graduation Chris has completed five
marathons and skied four American
Birkebeiners (A merica’s largest
cross-country ski marathon). Chris
recently saw Page and Paul Lee, who
live in Chicago, where Paul finished
his first year of med school at Rush
University while working to finish his
Ph.D. in chemistry. Y John Skovran
also finished his first year of medical
school and spent the summer in Accra,
Ghana, providing humanitarian and
medical services at a hospital. Y Brian
and Katie Rausch Bailey moved
to North Carolina, where they will

both attend business school at Duke.
Y Anna L’Hommedieu relocated to
Seattle to earn her master’s in organizational psychology at Seattle Pacific
University. Y Rob Belcher also
moved to Seattle to attend business
school at University of Washington.
Y Katie Egan Wertheimer teaches
and coaches in Westfield, N.J., where
she lives with her husband. Y Victor
Cancel is working as a mentor at
Emarc (Eastern Massachusetts Association for Retarded Citizens) and
recently received his real estate sales
license at the American Real Estate
Academy in Massachusetts. Y Rashad
Randolph continues to work as a
Spanish teacher and started as a new
teacher in Brooklyn High Academy
this fall. Y Pedzi Makumbe finished
his Ph.D. in engineering from M.I.T.
in August 2008. Y Meghan Kreider
Rogalus is the new watershed specialist at the Bucks County (Pa.)
Conservation District after earning
a master’s in water resources from the
University of Vermont. Y Veronica
(Craun ’04) and Justin Ucko had
their third child, Lawson Monagan
Ucko. Justin reports the whole crew
is doing well. Y Stacy (Erickson ’01)
and Jory Raphael welcomed Phoebe
Alice Raphael to the world April 14,
2008. Y Brett Lurman recently
uprooted from Brooklyn to New York
City. He reports that Tim Persinko
traveled to Beijing this summer to
work at the Olympics. Y Lindsey
Malbon Coffin lives on Long Island
with her husband, Pete, and their
18-month-old daughter, Hannah. Y
Kendra Shank Krolik is in marketing at General Mills after receiving
her M.B.A. at University of Chicago
last June. Y Eric Laurits continues
his photography career while playing
in a band with Heather Ogilvy ’04.
Y Melissa Sternlieb York works
for Maine Winter Sports Center as
a community development coach. Y
In my life happenings, I tied the knot
in June with Chris Bell in our hometown of Bloomfield Hills, Mich., and
honeymooned in southern Oregon. I
taught a NOLS course for the summer
and Chris competed in a series of
triathlons. —Sally Hall Bell

03 The summer must have been

a busy time for everyone, because
we were a little light on submissions.
However, those who did write had
some exciting news. Y We missed
those who were unable to attend
our fifth reunion at Colby. It was an
absolute blast, with most of the Class
of 2003 residing in Piper, Drummond,

and the renovated Johnson! I will
also say that Adam Freedman and
Kevin Crosman have not lost their
die game, despite having been away
from Colby for five years. They were
the masters of the eight-footer for
the entire weekend! Y Now for the
real news. As always we’ll start with
weddings and engagements. Patrick
Koch married KellyMay Fuller in
Pittsburgh May 10, 2008, with a
great audience of Colby grads. Pat
sent a picture, which is now posted
on the Class of 2003 alumni page—
the groom and his groomsmen were
fully outfitted in traditional kilts!
Congrats Pat and KellyMay! Y Jess
Kellett ’04J (a first-time contributor
since graduation) married a fellow
Northern Californian, Ryan Silva, in
Calistoga. Emily Posner, Tennessee
Watson, and Evan Woolley were
there to celebrate. Jess and Ryan live
in San Diego; Jess is at UCLA getting
a double master’s in business administration and public policy. Congrats
on your marriage Jess and good luck at
UCLA! Y Laura Thomason (another
first-time contributor) wrote, “Well
I haven’t had any news until now…,”
and she does have some big news!
She graduated from U.C. Hastings
School of Law in May and she and
Ray Mazza ’01 got engaged and are
planning a wedding in fall 2009, which
will be their 10-year anniversary since
meeting at Colby in 1999. Y We have
a toddler update as well: Gretchen
(Black ’04) and Ben Tuff report that
son Wyatt is up and walking. They
live at the Kent School in Conn.,
where they moved in July and where
Ben works in admissions. Y A few new
grads. In May Dennis Kuhnel graduated with a J.D. from the University
of Kansas School of Law. This past
fall he returned to the University
of Iowa to take his comprehensive
examinations for a Ph.D. in history.
Y Deborah Doberne graduated from
medical school at Tel Aviv University
and started residency in internal
medicine at Long Island Jewish
Hospital. Last April she and Shannon Corliss traveled to Petra, Jordan,
where they rode camels and spent a
night at a Bedouin camp. Y Chingiz
Mammadov graduated in July from
INSEAD in France with an M.B.A.
and moved to London to begin work
at Credit Suisse. Y Rebecca Stern
graduated this spring as the Excelsus
Laureate and was awarded an M.F.A
in photography at the Savannah College of Art and Design in Georgia.
Her current work strives to show the
interactions between man and the

land and highlights the symbiotic
connections. Her work has been presented at multiple juried shows around
the country, including the Bridge Art
Fair in Miami, the Rayko Center for
Photography in San Francisco, and
at the Housatonic Museum of Art
in Connecticut. Check out her Web
site www.rebeccasternphotography.
com. Y Erika Togashi lives the life
out in California. She resides in San
Francisco and works as a designer
of technical jackets for The North
Face but splits her off time between
snowboarding in the eastern Sierra
mountains and surfing in Sayulita,
Mexico, where her boyfriend lives.
This past spring she spent three weeks
traveling through Cuba. Y Lauren
Bliss and Andy St. Martin still live
in their house in Attleboro, Mass.
Andy works for Anchor Capital in
Boston and on his M.B.A. at Babson
at night. Lauren is a biology teacher
at North Attleboro High School and
is getting her master’s in teaching in
biology, grades 8-12, at Bridgewater
State College at night. She also works
for her parents’ ice cream business in
the summer. Y Keep the news coming
as we get ready for another winter!
—Lauren Tiberio

04 I received lots of news, and

everyone agrees it’s unbelievable
that we graduated four years ago.
* Karima Ummah lives in Conn.
and works as director of international/multicultural affairs at Sacred
Heart University in Fairfield. She
and Thomas Jackson ’03 are engaged
and had a baby girl, Nia Bella Jackson,
March 22, 2008. Y Kyle MacDonald spent the summer working in
a law firm in Portland, Maine, and
began her third year of law school
at Maine Law. Y Brandon Irwin
is in Springfield, Mass., earning his
master’s in exercise science and sports
studies with a concentration in sport
psychology while coaching football.
This fall he’ll attend Michigan State
for his first year of doctoral study with
a teaching assistantship, working
towards a degree in kinesiology with a
concentration in psychosocial aspects
of sport and exercise. Y Kristin
Carlson spent the past few years in
Lake Tahoe, Calif., but returned to
the East Coast to teach for Nature’s
Classroom. Y Alexis Caselle married Phil Bancroft in May. Kristan
Jiggetts, Carolyn Plant, Kirsten
Helmcke, and Kristin Carlson
attended. Y Andrew McKennaFoster is director of the Maria
Mitchell Natural Science Museum
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on Nantucket Island, Mass. In September he went on a spider-collecting
expedition in Panama. In winter he
attends the University of Wisconsin
Green Bay, working on a master’s in
environmental science and policy. Y
Tom Rogers finished out his “pretirement” in Jackson Hole, Wyo., by
raft guiding for the summer on the
Snake River before heading to graduate school at University of Montana
for an M.S. in organismal biology and
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alumni at large
Student Teacher | Antonio Mendez ’06

In his first job after Colby, Posse scholar
Antonio Mendez ’06 was disappointed. Teaching
elementary school in Newark, N.J., he was
assigned to a classroom where attendance
dwindled by the day in a school where staff morale
was, in his view, rock bottom.
Disillusioned, Mendez decided he still wanted to
help kids, just in another way, somewhere else.
As if on cue, Mendez’s former career advisor
at the Posse Foundation alerted him that a new
position was opening up at Posse’s New York
City office. Out of an applicant pool of nearly
30, Mendez was awarded the position. “I’m
still working almost one-hundred percent with
students,” he said, as he walked down the bright,
spacious halls of Posse’s Wall Street offices, “but I
am in a place where everyone loves their job.”
The Posse Foundation, which recruits and
trains students from public schools in six major
cities for enrollment in top tier universities and
colleges (including Colby), was what originally
helped land Mendez on Mayflower Hill. Now, as a
trainer, Mendez helps recruit, indentify, and train
a select group of New York City Public School
students to be able to meet all the obstacles
they’re going to face on campus. Last year, Mendez
trained students headed to Brandeis University
and Dickinson College. Now he’s working on a pilot
science program with Brandeis.
“The point is to train them to be strong
individuals, but also to have familiar,
understanding people to help [them] when issues
arise,” he said.
In a way, Mendez transferred this idea to his
other pursuits. With a fresh Colby degree in theater
and dance and American studies, Mendez issued
himself a challenge when he returned to New York
City: “I had an idea about making a documentary
about Dominican immigrants to the U.S., but I
wanted to see if I could make it on my own.”
Instead of penning the idea and shopping it
to filmmakers, Mendez bought a camera and
some filmmaking software, starting his own de

68 COLBY / FALL 2008

facto production company. Ironically, doing it
“on his own” meant being even more reliant on
other people, most importantly, his family. The
documentary is strongly rooted in the experiences
of Mendez’s family members, many of whom
emigrated to New York City from the Dominican
Republic. “I wanted to know if my family’s
experience was an exception or a rule; there’s a lot
I wanted to find out about my family.”
Mendez named the documentary “Visa for
a Dream,” the translated title of “Visa Para Un
Sueño,” a popular song by Dominican balladeer
Juan Luis Guerra. The film explores the roles of the
U.S. and Dominican governments in immigration
and how their policies affect immigrants. It
weaves interviews of various officials, including a
U.S. assistant attorney general to the Dominican
Republic, a prison reform advocate from the
Dominican Republic, sociologists, and others with
interviews with Mendez’s family and friends.
“The Dominican government was very
supportive of the documentary and really wanted
to tell their story,” Mendez said. Mendez also
visited Dominican prisons to uncover the story
of Dominican immigrants deported from the
United States.
The intriguing mix of personal and political
issues in the documentary drew interest from the
Tribeca Film Festival, although Mendez was not
able to make the winter deadline.
In the end Mendez describes his work with
Posse and his documentary making in much the
same way. “The reason I’m doing [the movie]
is about family unity,” he said. “We have come
very far. With Posse, it’s all about bringing these
students together, so they will be strong and can
achieve anything.”
—Brendan Sullivan ’06

ecology. He also played music at local
weddings with Chris Zajchowski ’07.
Y Ben Sheehan teaches and coaches
at Kimball Union Academy in New
Hampshire, having a grand old time.
Y Cynthia Davies works for Summer
Feet, a bike tour company based in
Portland, Maine. Y Kim Betz and
Evan Kearns got married May 25 at
the Wequassett Resort on Cape Cod.
They had a huge Colby contingent
there, including Jen Barrett, Allison Dwyer, Maura Myers, Kaitlin
McCafferty, Meredith Collins,
Ashley Harris, Marisa MacNaughton, Grace Becker, Cate Young,
Kelly Welch, Jared Bisogni, Ryan
Lochhead, Nick Meintel, Nate
Stanglein, and Ross MacMillan.
Y Cristina Jaleru is finishing her
master’s in broadcast international
journalism at City University in
London. Y Camille Dugan Campanile had her third child, Gustavo
Campanile, June 6, 2008. “Tavo” was
welcomed home by Francesca, 3, and
Raphael, 1. Y Meghan Finneran
still lives in Boston and just won an
award for Media Plan of the Year
for developing an environmentally
sustainable/zero carbon footprint ad
campaign for Timberland. Y Jason
Beal continues to excel as a federal
analyst after receiving a second
promotion this spring. Jennifer
K a l ma n Bea l g raduated f rom
George Washington Universit y
School of Public Health with an
M.P.H. in epidemiology and started
work as a Presidential Management
Fellow at the FDA this summer. Their
Siberian huskies, Gryffin and Phoenix, keep them busy when they’re
not at work! Y Kevin Septor cycled
around Tokyo in late March and met
up with Rachel Noiseux. Y Jessalyn
Gillum graduated from Rutgers Law,
Newark, this spring and will join
the trial division of the Philadelphia
District Attorney’s Office this fall.
Y Laura Snow graduated from the
Yale School of Public Health with a
master’s in public health. She works
in Fairfield, Conn., running the
Center for Elder Abuse Prevention
through a long-term care facility.
Y CiCi Malik finished up her first
year of grad school at Stanford and
spent the summer in Costa Brava.
Y Molly Given is a trial attorney at
Bowman and Brooke LLP in Minneapolis. She is excited about the
recent engagement of Emily Quann
and Eric Luth ’05. Y Kaitlin McCafferty works in Boston in advertising
on the truth campaign. It’s a perfect
fit, because she still bugs her friends

(they know who they are!) with all of
the articles on how smoking is bad
for your health. She recently went to
Fla. with Kim Betz Kearns, Grace
Becker, Jen Barrett, Cate Young,
and Ashley Harris to throw a baby
shower for Meaghan Lane Couch,
who recently had a baby girl, Taylor
Marie Couch. Y Johanna Schroeder
headed back for her 10th season of
whitewater raft guiding on the middle
and main forks of the Salmon River
with Idaho River Journeys. In the fall
she will probably go back to Ithaca,
N.Y., where she has been living
during the off-season. Y Annika
Svore is engaged to Erik Wicklund,
whom she’ll marry in Seattle Oct.
18, 2008. Y Tim Smith married
his partner, Dr. Steve DuBois,
in Tiverton, R.I., May 24. Ande
Nicoletti, Steen Sehnert ’06, Ted
Sullivan, Susie Blair, Marley Orr,
and Susannah Magrane attended,
and Abigail Wheeler performed the
ceremony. * Laura Barrow Geiger
works as a development officer for the
U.S. Fund for UNICEF’s Midwest
Regional Office in Chicago. Phil
Geiger is still at Jones Lang Lasalle
and they live in River North, in
downtown Chicago. Y Kristan Jiggetts moved back to Chicago and
works as an associate producer on the
Judge Jeanine Pirro show. Y Jackie
Dupont had a “quarter-life crisis” and
bought a motorcycle. —Kate Weiler

05 I was inundated with exciting

updates, so enjoy the news! Gabriel
Reyes graduated from Columbia
Law School in May and started as
a tax associate at Weil, Gotshal and
Manges LLP this fall. His roommate, Joseph Okeyo, moved to
Philadelphia to start his M.B.A. at
UPenn’s Wharton School of Business. Y Both Osman Haneef and Bill
Ford started business school this fall
at the Yale School of Management.
Y Abraham Summers will marry
Zhang Xing Xing in December in
Kunming, Yunnan Province, China.
Y Brian Footer graduated from Case
Western Reserve Law School and
started a judicial clerkship this fall
in Philadelphia. Y Lisa Reinhalter
will attend the University of Illinois,
Champaign, to get her master’s in
Hispanic literature; she plans to stay
to earn her Ph.D. Justin Burner
will join her, relocating from D.C.,
and plans to teach high school math
in central Illinois. Y Cheka Gage
moved to Denver this spring to work
as media logistics manager for the
Democratic convention. Afterward

she returned to D.C., where she is
national finance director for Congressman Patrick Kennedy (D-R.I.).
Cheka recently traveled to Boston,
where she caught up with Nicole
Wessen, Courtney Morris, Steph
Pierce, Carreau Mueller, Maureen
Sherry, and Matt Lynes. Carreau
and Nicole went skydiving with Jed
Mahoney and Danielle Martin to
celebrate Marty’s 25th birthday. Caitlin McCusker, Heather Hansman,
Carreau, Nicole, Steph, and Maureen
will all run the Boston half-marathon
in October. Y Bill Gallitto and
Michelle Cote are still the Colby
power couple. Bill completed his
first year of law school and Michelle
began studying in September for her
M.B.A. at Boston College. Y Wendy
Bonner and James Spicer were married August 2 in Leonardtown, Md.
Y Julie Bryar works in Boston at
Brigham and Women’s Hospital as
a research assistant in the infectious
disease division. She started at the
Harvard School of Public Health
in September, where she’ll pursue a
master’s in health policy and management. Y Nikki Patel was married to
Mihir Patel in April at the Aqua Turf
Club in Plantsville, Conn. The fabulous three-day celebration included
one beautiful bride and a number of
Colby alums, including Evan Allen,
Doug Summa, Andy Warneck,
Andrew Raser, Kara Lanahan,
Gillian Nadel, Jenny Abramson,
Julia Benedict, Rachel Luskin,
Courtney Smith, Dan Egan, Nina
Harrold, and Marina Stakes ’06. Y
Natalia King got engaged to Frederik
Rasmussen ’03. She started her third
year in a Ph.D. program at Boston
College. Y Michael Walsh’s thesis
proposal was accepted at Cornell,
where he is working toward a Ph.D. in
environmental engineering. He was
elected to serve as a student trustee
on the Cornell Board of Trustees.
Y Shannon Emerson started the
M.B.A. program at the University of
Texas, Austin. Y Alana McGee now
owns and runs a designer shoe store
called Mu.Shoe in Seattle. On a hunt
for new shoes for the store, she traveled to Italy. Y Melisse Hinkle took
a job with United Press International
in Washington, D.C. She anchors and
produces entertainment webcasts and
will soon develop her own feature
stories. (search for “Hinkle” at www.
upi.com/video). Y Nora Gouge
will attend Yeshiva University this
fall to start her doctorate in clinical
psychology. Y Todd Moore clerks
for a judge in Brooklyn and will start

his second year at Fordham Law.
Y Jennie MacPherson graduated
from Ithaca College with an M.S. in
organizational communications. She
relocated to Portland, Ore., where she
lives with Conor Semler and works
at the Portland Japanese Garden.
Conor graduated from Cornell with
a master’s of regional planning and
works for a private engineering and
planning firm. The Colby crew in
Portland includes Court Fowler,
Tim Roberts, Dan Torres, Sarah
Dunham, Sam Gray, and Andrew
Volk. Y Rachel Beaupre and Noah
Smith were married in Conway,
Mass., this August. They’ll relocate
to Amherst, where Noah will run his
start-up company, Common Media,
Inc. Y Megha Kapoor married Abhay
Fotedar in August. Lubos Hudec and
Justinas Pelenis were at the wedding
in India. Megha works at the World
Bank in Jakarta, Indonesia, and will
move to Thailand at the end of the
year. Y Peyton McElyea was promoted to associate at Barclays, but
left the firm this spring to do some
traveling before he begins his M.B.A.
at Columbia. Peyton recently finished
the Escape from Alcatraz Triathlon
in San Francisco alongside “Diver”
Dave Cohen ’04. Y Jake Colognesi
still lives in Charlestown with Matt
Guy-Hamilton and works at Fidelity Ventures. He plans to apply to
business school this fall. Y Ryan
Boccuzzi and Maddie Horwitz ’06
were married in August in Worcester,
Mass. Y Rich Downing is studying at
UVA’s business school, Darden, this
fall. Y Katie Markowski graduated
from the University of Chicago Law
School, while Tim Haas graduated
from BC law, and Jess Foster graduated from law school at Washington
University in St. Louis. Y Thanks for
all of your responses, and have a great
fall! —Katie Gagne

06 Garry Bertholf is a third-year

Ph.D. student in historical musicology and William Fontaine fellow at
U. Penn, where he teaches jazz history. In the spring Garry presented a
paper on South African jazz at Penn
and another on John Coltrane at
Cornell. Y Brian Rodriguez entered
his second year of medical school
at Drexel University in August. He
recently got engaged to Lynne Ponto
(UVM ’06) and will be married June
2009 in Burlington, Vt. Y Rebeccah
Amendola has worked for two years
teaching fifth- and sixth-grade Latin
at Brunswick School in Greenwich,
Conn. She started at Yale Divinity

School for her master’s this fall! In
March, she traveled to LA, where
she visited Colleen McGee, who is a
fourth grade teacher at the Wildwood
School. Y Leah Weisberg writes
that Kelsey Neville held a charity
night for Make-a-Wish in Boston
June 7. Colby alums in attendance
were Katie Roberts, Ashley Lamb,
Nicole Stadelman, Amy Cronin,
Leah Weisberg, Margaret Jackson,
Julie Jaenicke, Sam Burke, Josh
Berman, Pat Lever, Rodney Ames,
Nate Dick, John Goss (who was the
DJ!), Will Thompson, and Michael
Westbrooks. Y Charlie Hale still
lives in San Francisco and works for
Google. Charlie saw Steen Sehnert
this summer when he was in New
York for work. Charlie was psyched
for Emilie Coulson to move out
this summer! Y Greyson Brooks
is in rural Kenya doing community
organization work and research for
The Daraja Academy, Kenya’s first
fully free high school. Y Dan Burke
was in Portland, Maine, this summer
working mostly for the Portland
Radio Group producing live shows,
among other things. Dan headed to
Boston University this fall to earn
a master’s in broadcast journalism. Alexis McCallister lives near
Dan. Y Tomasz Zajaczkowski was
working at NERA Economic Consulting in White Plains, N.Y., but
in August started a Ph.D. program
in economics at the University of
Virginia. Y Jen Coliflores and Jackie
Rolleri both headed to Bristol, R.I., to
attend law school at Roger Williams
University. Jackie plans on doing a
joint degree program in conjunction
with University of Rhode Island to
get both a law degree and a master’s
in marine affairs. Y Emily Tull still
lives in New York but moved in with
Elizabeth Shepherd and Sasha
Kenyon ’08 this summer. She also
has changed jobs and now works for
ION Marketing, a sports marketing
firm. Y Steve Kiely teaches social
studies and coaches football, basketball, and lacrosse at Boston College
High School. Y Caroline Theoharides completed her second year
as a research assistant at the Federal
Reserve Bank of Boston. This fall she
started an economics Ph.D. program
at the University of Michigan in
Ann Arbor, where she plans to study
development and labor economics.
—Jen Coliflores

07 Fall class notes for the Class of
2007 are online at www.colby.edu/
mag. —Karli Gasteazoro
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O B I T U A R I E S
Faith D. Waterman ’27, July 15,
2008, in New York, N.Y., at 102.
She received a master’s in literature
from Columbia in 1929. She was
personal assistant to Margaret Truman and to noted journalist Dorothy Thompson. A lover of the arts,
she supported the Strider Concert
series at Colby. Survivors include
numerous nieces and nephews.
Frances E. Thayer ’30, June 21,
2008, in Waterville, Maine, at 98.
After working as a teacher and a secretary, she returned to Colby in 1943
as secretary to Dean of Women Ninetta Runnals. She was administrative assistant for six Colby deans over
31 years. Colby honored her with a
Colby Brick in 1960 and an honorary degree in 1974. She belonged to
AAUW, the Taconnett Falls Chapter of the Maine Genealogical Society, and the Universalist Unitarian
Church in Waterville. Music, gardening, and sewing were cherished pastimes. Predeceased by her niece Jane
Thayer Hutchinson ’72 and cousin
Constance Knickerbocker Harley
’39, she is survived by her brother,
Jarvis Marble Thayer Jr. ’38, and her
niece Barbara Thayer Barry ’74.
Arthur B. Wein ’35, August 14,
2008, in Bethesda, Md., at 94. He
received his M.D. from Boston University and was an Army physician
during World War II. An orthopedic surgeon, he practiced in Denver,
Maryland, and Washington, D.C.,
and retired in 1992. A published
songwriter, he played piano, violin, and saxophone and performed
with big bands in the 1930s. He
enjoyed traveling, skiing, and chopping wood. He was predeceased by
his sisters, Gladys Wein Hirshon
’37 and Rhoda Wein Kraft ’39; survivors include his wife of 55 years,
MaryLouise Barker, two children,
and a grandson.
E. Donald Rogers ’38, December
24, 2007, in Middlebury, Conn., at
91. He received his bachelor’s from
Roanoke College and a dentistry degree from the University of Maryland. He served in the Navy during
World War II and then practiced
dentistry in Waterbury, Conn.,
until he retired in 1988. He was a
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Mason, a Rotarian, and a golfer.
Survivors include his brother, Elmore ’38, a daughter and two sons,
and two grandchildren.
S. Althea Webber Brown ’39,
July 15, 2008, in Homosassa, Fla.,
at 91. She attended the New York
School of Design and then became
a homemaker and mother. She
swam, gardened, read, and played
the piano. She is survived by her
son, Steven, a brother and two sisters, and three grandchildren.
E. Robert Bruce ’40, May 27, 2008,
in Watertown, Conn., at 93. He served
in World War II in the Airborne
Parachute Infantry in the Pacific. He
earned his master’s from Columbia
in 1947 and worked in research and
development, then in sales for several
companies. He twice ran for the state
Senate in Connecticut and served on
the Watertown Board of Education.
He served on many building committees in Watertown and, for 30
years, was director of the Watertown
Mental Health Association. He won
a Colby Brick Award in 1948 and was
a longtime class agent. Survivors include his wife, Olga, three children,
and four grandchildren.
Jean Coyle Delaney ’41, June 22,
2008, in Niantic, Conn., at 88. She
taught English in the East Lyme
school system for more than 27
years and was a homemaker and
mother. Survivors include her
brother, Fredrick.
Ruth “Bonnie” Roberts Hathaway
’41, June 19, 2008, in Fort Myers,
Fla., at 89. She taught elementary
school for 19 years in Texas and
Massachusetts and was a Girl Scout
leader for 20 years. An activist, she
was one of eight Massachusetts’ representatives at the Earth Summit
in Brazil, chaired a people’s action
committee, and helped with Meals
on Wheels. She was class correspondent at Colby for 11 years. Survivors
include her children, David, Paul,
Michael, Lois Vlad, and Margaret
Stempka, eight grandchildren, and
five great-grandchildren.
Linwood E. Palmer Jr. ’42, July
24, 2008, in Dover-Foxcroft, Maine,

at 86. He served in the Army during World War II, then rose to vice
president and general manager of
Ward Steel Company and it’s successor, Peter A. Frasse & Co. Retiring in Maine, he ran a development
company and a Christmas tree farm.
He served in the Maine House of
Representatives for five sessions and
in the Maine Senate for one. He ran
for Maine Governor in 1978 and was
appointed by George H.W. Bush to
serve on the President’s Council of
Rural America. Predeceased by his
brother Paul K. Palmer ’37, he is
survived by his children, Linwood
E. Palmer III, Cartha Smith, and
Beth Smith, eight grandchildren,
and one great-granddaughter.
Patricia Ford Ellis ’43, June 12,
2008, in Lakeland, Fla., at 85. She
earned a B.L.S. from Pratt Institute
and worked in public, university,
and church libraries in several states.
She was active with her church,
studied genealogy, and belonged to
TOPS for 16 years. Predeceased by
her husband, Albert I. Ellis ’44, survivors include her children, Jeffrey,
Deborah Blank, and Sandra Blanchette, seven grandchildren, and one
great-grandson.
Herbert S. Robison ’43, June 26,
2008, in Virginia Beach, Va., at 87.
He served in the U.S. Marine Corps
as a radio-radar officer from 1943 to
1946. His career was devoted to textiles, including sales and production
management. He started his own
textile sales agency in 1971 and retired in 1990. An amateur radio operator, he also enjoyed photography,
which he integrated with amateur
astronomy. With his wife, Mona, he
raised two sons. He was predeceased
by his cousin, David Brodie ’42.
William P. Hancock Jr. ’44, July
6, 2008, in Cape Neddick, Maine,
at 86. He joined the U.S. Air Force
in 1942 and served as a gunner on
a B-26 bomber. He was shot down
over Italy and was missing in action
for 11 months. He earned a Bronze
Star and a Purple Heart. In 1948
he joined the Maine State Police
and rose to the rank of captain. He
served as Ogunquit (Maine) chief
of police and won the Legendary

Trooper award. He loved to hunt
and golf. Survivors include his sister, Jane Hancock Shaw ’51, three
children, six grandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren.
N. Douglas MacLeod Jr. ’44,
July 6, 2008, in Bristol, R.I., at 87.
He left Colby to serve in the Air
Force during World War II and
later earned an engineering degree
from the University of Rhode Island. A machinist, he managed and
owned machine tool companies and
founded Tubodyne Company. He
was involved with Big Brothers of
Rhode Island, was an avid sailor,
and grew roses and fruit. Survivors include two brothers, Donald
and Bruce, four daughters and a
son, eight grandchildren, and three
great-grandchildren.
Philip J. Boyne ’46, June 9, 2008, in
Loma Linda, Calif., at 84. He earned
his D.M.D. from Tufts in 1947 and
a master’s in anatomy from Georgetown in 1961. After 20 years in the
U.S. Navy Dental Corps, he retired
as captain in 1968 and became a
professor and research scientist at
UCLA, University of Texas at San
Antonio, and Loma Linda University School of Dentistry. A pioneer in
bone-grafting techniques, he wrote
textbooks on maxillofacial surgery,
established scholarships at Colby
and Loma Linda, and was president
of the American College of Oral
Biology for nearly 30 years. Colby
awarded him the Distinguished
Alumni Award in 1988. He loved to
fish in Maine and ran 31 marathons
in his bare feet. Survivors include his
wife of nearly 62 years, Mary Anne,
two children, four grandchildren,
and four great-grandchildren.
Norman D. Meyers ’46, August 10,
2008, in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.,
at 83. He was a Navy officer during
World War II. He owned Meyers
Manufacturing Company in Connecticut before retiring in Florida.
Active in civic and political affairs,
he was also a founder of Rolling Hills
Country Club in Wilton, Conn.
Survivors include his companion,
Shirley Olin, a son and a daughter,
a brother, three grandchildren, and
six great-grandchildren.

Stanley H. Levine ’47, August 16,
2008, in Kirkland, Wash., at 85. He
served with Patton’s Third Army
in World War II, earning a Purple
Heart and a Bronze Star. He owned
MarLe Electrical Supply and Lighting Fixture Co. and was president
of the Stamford (Conn.) Historical
Society. He received an M.F.A. in
historic preservation from Savannah College of Art and Design, and
in his retirement he restored historic houses. Survivors include wife
Jacqueline, two daughters, a son, a
brother, Stephen ’59, nine grandchildren, one great-grandchild, and
nephews and nieces, including Deborah A. Levine ’75.
Bradley C. Maxim ’47, May 16,
2008, in Austin, Texas, at 86. He
came to Colby after World War II,
where he had driven an ambulance in
North Africa for the American Field
Service. He earned an M.L.S. from
Columbia in 1954 and taught library
science in New Mexico and Texas. A
classical and jazz musician, he played
the piano and a variety of woodwinds
and sang in choirs and madrigal
groups. Survivors include his daughters, Catherine Stephens and Elizabeth Maxim, two grandchildren, and
three great-grandchildren.
Frances E. Whitehill ’48, May
23, 2008, in Milwaukie, Ore., at
81. Fluent in Spanish, French, and
German, she studied in Spain as a
Fulbright scholar and attended the
University of Guadalajara, Mexico. She earned a master’s from
the University of Oregon, taught
French and Spanish at Milwaukie
High School, and served as the
school’s curriculum director. She
grew roses and established the Sara
Hite Memorial Rose Garden at the
Milwaukie Center, where she volunteered, weeded, and pruned. Survivors a nephew and two nieces.
Eleanor Ackerman Brainard ’49,
August 13, 2008, in Westbrook,
Conn., at 80. She graduated from
Central Connecticut State University and was a teacher and teaching
assistant in Westbrook. She volunteered for the Westbrook Library
and was assistant registrar of voters.
Survivors include her husband of 50
years, John, a son and a daughter,
and three grandchildren.
James E. Fraser ’50, August 28,
2008, Williamsburg, Va., at 80.

After serving in the U.S. Army, he
graduated from the Bentley School
of Accounting. A 34-year career at
General Electric followed. He retired to Seabrook Island, S.C., where
he was an active volunteer. Survivors
include his wife of 55 years, Sally,
five children, 12 grandchildren, and
nieces and nephews, including Michael M. Fraser ’83.
Winston C. Oliver ’50, June 17,
2008, in Arlington, Va., at 82. He
served with the Army Air Forces in
the Pacific during World War II. A
CIA operations officer for 30 years,
he was stationed mostly in Asia until
1973 when he worked at CIA headquarters. He received the CIA’s Career Achievement Medal. Survivors
include his wife, Janet, four children,
a brother, and 12 grandchildren.
Charles R. Anderson ’53, July 5,
2008, in South Yarmouth, Mass.,
at 88. He was a flight engineer and
instructor for the Army Air Forces
during World War II. He earned
master’s degrees from Harvard and
from Fairfield University, then became an elementary schoolteacher
and guidance counselor in Fairfield,
Conn. He retired to Harwich, Mass.,
where he painted and golfed. Survivors include his wife, Janice Pearson
Anderson ’52, four children—Scott
’76, Kirk, Timothy, and Loryn
Hamilton—and five grandchildren.
Theodore J. Turchon ’54, March
23, 2008, in Orlando, Fla., at 76.
He served in the U.S. Army in Japan from 1954 to 1956. He became
a salesman and held managerial
positions at various companies. He
raised two children with his first
wife and enjoyed traveling in South
America and England with his second wife, Luly.
Peter P. Parsons ’55, August 26,
2008, in Worcester, Mass., at 74. He
served in the U.S. Army and then
earned a master’s from the University of Maine and a doctorate from
the University of Pittsburgh. He
taught at UMass Amherst, Mount
Holyoke, and, for 22 years, in the
biology department at Holy Cross.
He played the organ and piano for 40
years at the North Leverett Baptist
Church, sang in a gospel group, and
taught Sunday school. Survivors include wife Joy, a daughter, a son, two
grandsons, five sisters, and a brother.

Charles B. Rice ’56, August 4, 2008,
in Little Compton, R.I., at 73. He
served in the Navy and then became
a banker in New York and Rhode Island. He also worked for the FDIC
in the Department of Liquidation.
An avid outdoorsman, he was an Eagle Scout and stayed active in scouting. Survivors include his wife, Rev.
Rebecca Spencer, three sons, two
sisters, and two grandsons.

Robert A. Greer ’61, November 24,
2007, in Gloucester, Mass., at 71. He
worked in business for various companies, including the Gorton Group
in Gloucester. He was involved with
economic development in Gloucester, chairing committees that
promoted job and industry growth
in the city. Together with his wife,
Marilyn, he raised two daughters,
Amy and Pamela.

Joan Siranosian Shaw ’57, July 3,
2008, in Falmouth, Mass., at 72. She
graduated from Katherine Gibbs
Secretarial School and worked as a
secretary in Boston and for Stonehill College. In 1980 she moved
to Falmouth and worked with her
husband in real estate. Survivors
include her husband, Richard, two
sons, a grandson, and a brother.

Kenneth D. May ’67, August 15,
2008, in Cambridge, Mass., at 63.
After 10 years of traveling and teaching, he worked as a city planner. He
earned a J.D. from New England
School of Law in 1989 and practiced
in Cambridge. Survivors include his
siblings Janet Blair, Sheila Robinson,
Barbara May, and Laurence May.

Charles G. Boehm ’59, July 1, 2008,
in Falmouth, Maine, at 75. His day
job was a commercial loan officer for
Casco Bank and Trust. After hours,
he was a volunteer rescue worker
who trained in emergency medicine
and introduced skilled volunteerism
for Falmouth rescue in the 1960s and
70s. He helped others in both roles
and, according to his son, didn’t have
a mean bone in his body. Predeceased
by his wife, Joan Peppard Boehm ’58,
survivors include his son, Chip, and
daughter, Melinda ’83.
Peter C. Doyle ’60, July 19, 2008,
in Keene, N.H., at 73. He taught science in Massachusetts and Vermont
and spent 10 years as a freelance
technical writer. Passionate about
protecting the land, he chaired the
Keene Conservation Committee
and was a land steward for the Society for the Protection of N.H. Forests. Survivors include his wife, Sue,
a daughter, two sons, his mother, a
sister, and three grandchildren.
George G. Welch Jr. ’60, June
15, 2008, in Toledo, Ohio, at 69.
A National Spelling Bee finalist in
1951, he earned two master’s degrees, one from Cornell in classics
and another from West Virginia in
mathematics. He taught and lectured at colleges in West Virginia,
Texas, and Ohio and edited eight
books. He was a champion amateur
golfer. Survivors include his daughters, Ann Hunter and Susan Welch,
a sister, and four grandchildren.

George M. Smith Jr. ’69, September 21, 2008, in Melrose, Mass., at
61. He served in the Army during
the Vietnam War. He worked for
Case Tractor for 18 years and at the
time of his death was a regional sales
manager for Kubota Tractor Co.
Survivors include his wife, Susan, a
brother, and a sister.
Robert B. Nelson ’72, July 1, 2008,
in Groton, Mass., at 59. He worked
in sales for the telecommunications
industry and was regional manager
for Telecom NA, traveling in New
England, Canada, and France. He
enjoyed fly fishing and bird hunting and vacationed at his camp in
Maine. Survivors include his wife,
Patricia Johnstone Nelson ’72, an
uncle, and cousins.
Mary Eckhoff Dreyer ’74, August 7,
2008, in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., at 55.
She earned her law degree from Albany Law School and practiced in Albany and Saratoga Springs until 1992,
when she retired to raise her children.
She was executive director of the
Fund for Lake George (N.Y.), a sailor,
and a long-distance runner. Survivors
include her children, Emily, Will, and
Paul, four sisters, and her stepmother.
Terrence M. Weithers ’82, July
5, 2008, in Chicago, Ill., at 47. He
worked as a credit manager for an
HVAC contractor and spent summers at Duneland Beach, Ind. Survivors include brothers Tom, Tim,
and Larry, sisters Suzanne Bailey
and Joanne Weithers, and 13 nieces
and nephews.
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My Baldness, Tibet’s Bareness

I gazed at the faces of people around me and
months leading to the Beijing Olympics. These opfelt a wave of sadness. Those of us who volunposing views reflect the ongoing misunderstandteered to publicly shave our heads, as a part of
ings between Chinese and Tibetans and the need
global solidarity with Tibetans in Tibet, were befor dialogue. Chinese believe they have brought
ing called to the front of the crowd. “Father and
development, modern education, science, and
daughter,” announced one of the local Tibetan
technology to Tibet.
elders, causing me to stand up and make my
Tibetans see it differently. Unlike Han Chinese,
way through people reciting Buddhist prayers. I
they often do not have access to credit and govsat down in front of the man who would shave
ernment jobs and are thus unable to benefit from
my hair and glanced to my left to see the small
Chinese economic growth. There is deep anger
figure of my role model—my father.
over the way Tibetan neighborhoods are bulldozed
I have always admired his moral values and
to make room for Chinese stores, over the fact
actions as a leader in the Tibetan community.
that Tibetan is not the language for education or
He was exiled from his homeland at a young
government work, and over draconian restrictions
age and was forced to cross the treacherous
that limit religious practices.
terrain of the Himalayas along with thousands
It was only when I left my family and the
of other Tibetans. Soon after arriving in India,
Tibetan community for Colby that I was exposed
my father lost his parents and had to surrender
to the mainstream Chinese view of Tibet. Some
his childhood.
of my Chinese classmates portrayed old Tibet
By comparison, my sacrifice was insignificant.
as a backward, feudal country. But I knew that,
Wrapped in a white cloth with political demands
though our system was similar to feudalism,
printed in black and red, I closed my eyes and
my own family— nomads and farmers who led
mourned—not for my hair, but for the cause.
a sustainable life, the so-called “serfs”—never
Tibetans inside Tibet were revolting against
complained about their life in Tibet. Instead, they
China’s 50-year rule. What started as a protest
carry a deep sorrow over the Chinese invasion
led by monks in Lhasa, the holy city of Tibet, on Tenzin Dawoe Tsewang '07 has her head shaved
and occupation. I believe the root of disagreeMarch 10, had become a tidal wave.
ment between Chinese and Tibetan people lies
at a protest in New Mexico, where she lives and
In this year’s protests, violence was perpe- works as a medical researcher.
in mutual misunderstanding.
trated by both sides. After a number of monks
Misunderstandings should be recognized and
were beaten and arrested, Tibetans took to the
acknowledged. Tibetans must realize that not all
streets March 14. Video of Tibetan youths beating innocent Chinese civil- Chinese people support the hard-line policies implemented by Beijing and
ians were broadcast throughout China, though the Chinese government did that some are victims of these policies. At the same time, Chinese people
not show its harsh crackdown.
should look beyond the surface of development and dig deeper into how
As I sat waiting for the razor, leaked images of Tibetans killed by the the policies affect Tibetans. They also need to acknowledge that Tibetans
Chinese security forces flashed before my eyes. Buddhist monks, who had have never felt part of China, and that the forceful assimilation of Tibetans
been debating philosophy outside monasteries, lay in pools of blood. The has always been seen as a foreign invasion. While we cannot bring change
frigid air of Santa Fe in April glided over my virgin scalp, as swatches of my overnight, we can try to be open to differing opinions. Both sides need to
soft black hair fell to the concrete floor. Tears ran and, in a few minutes, engage in constructive dialogue that addresses and implements the basic
the electric razor left me exposed and frail.
needs of Tibet and the Tibetans who live there.
I am a first-generation Tibetan refugee born in exile in South India, home
A Tibetan woman’s hair is revered as a symbol of beauty. My baldness
to pockets of Tibetan settlements. As a youngster, I eagerly anticipated portrays my people’s barrenness—void of freedom and liberty, the greatMarch 10—the anniversary of the 1959 uprising during which the Dalai est symbols of beauty in the world. Being a bald woman for the first time
Lama was forced to flee for his life as his palace was bombarded by the in my life I feel vulnerable.
People’s Liberation Army. We painted banners and signs with political
But gradually I have learned to turn such thoughts into something
slogans and marched through the streets of India, demanding release of positive, which has empowered me deeply. I realize how important it is to
all Tibetan political prisoners and freedom in Tibet.
educate myself on the issue and to engage in meaningful dialogue with
But this year’s March 10 united the Tibetan diaspora like none other. those who hold opposing views. While there are ample differences between
Tibetans inside Tibet took to the streets, shouting, “We want freedom,” our cultures and societies, I am certain that there are more things that
“There is no freedom in Tibet,” “We want the Dalai Lama to return.” These connect us than divide us.
demonstrations were a clear signal that the Tibetans preferred the Dalai
Life became more beautiful and meaningful to me when I saw the poLama and a symptom of deep resentment of Beijing’s hard-line policies.
tential for amity between Tibetans and Chinese.
At the same time, Chinese nationalist sentiments had escalated in the
My hair is but a small offering for this timeless cause.
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By Tenzin Dawoe Tsewang ’07

Get Smart Travel With Us
Colby, Bates, and Hamilton Joint Travel Programs
One or more members of the Colby, Bates, or Hamilton faculties will accompany each trip, expanding the
experience with discussions and guided field trips. Continue your education and see the world in a new light
along with alumni, parents, and friends.
Croatia and Montenegro:
Hidden Treasures of the Adriatic
May 11 – 26, 2009
Italian Riviera
August 29 – September 6, 2009
Classic China and the Yangtze
September 1 – 14, 2009
Classic Safari: Kenya and Tanzania
September 30 – October 16, 2009
Israel
October 10 – 19, 2009

Italian Riviera
For more information on these trips, please visit us online at
www.colby.edu/alumni/travel-study or fill out and return the reply card.
Alumni Relations
4310 Mayflower Hill
Waterville, ME 04901-8843
phone: 207-859-4310
fax: 207-859-4316
e-mail: alumni@colby.edu

Egypt and the Eternal Nile
December 4 – 20, 2009

colby college
4350 Mayflower Hill
Waterville, Maine 04901-8841

The Gender Gap:

Colleges find that qualified male applicants are in shorter supply and higher demand. Page 16
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